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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Background and Summary of Requirements: 
 
Bord Iascaigh Mhara, The Irish Sea Fisheries Board (BIM), are the state agency set up to 
promote the sustainable development of the Irish sea fisheries sector through the pursuit of 
new fishing opportunities and techniques, promotion of conservation measures and improved 
catch handling practices as well as the renewal, modernisation and restructuring of the Irish 
fishing fleet.  
 
Bord Iascaigh Mhara is currently involved in an EU funded study (Contract SI. 
2.466030/FISH/2006/15 – Lot 5) with the Marine Institute, Galway, Ireland; Cefas, 
Lowestoft, UK; and The Sea Fish Industry Authority, Hull, UK. This study, entitled 
“DEEPCLEAN”, has the overall objectives (i) to conduct targeted retrieval exercises of lost, 
discarded and abandoned nets in deepwater gillnet fisheries > 200m; and (ii) to conduct 
structured surveys in order to estimate the quantity and range of ghost nets in these fisheries.  
In addition the efficiency of the retrieval gear will be investigated in a separate camera survey 
to be carried out by Cefas. 
 
Ghost fishing, is the term given to the continued catching by a fishing gear once it has been 
lost or abandoned. It is a phenomenon largely confined to passive gears such as gillnets, 
tangle nets, trammel nets and traps (Brown et al, 20051). In shallow water research has shown 
that lost nets tend to become fouled, broken up or rolled up within a period of a year and 
catch rates decline quite quickly. In deeper waters, available information suggests that nets 
may continue to ghost fish for much longer with examples of lost nets recovered from deep 
waters found to be still fishing after 8 or more years.   
 
The need to reduce the amount of fishing gear that is lost or abandoned is recognized in the 
FAO code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and also in the CFP. The management 
options for addressing lost gear can be classified as either “curative” measures that attempt to 
reduce the extent of ghost fishing once a net has been lost; and “preventative” measures that 
attempt to reduce loss in the first place. 
 
Of the curative measures one of the most widely used method is the carrying out of net 
retrieval surveys. Such surveys are designed to recover lost nets by towing retrieval devices or 
“creepers” in a semi-structured manner through areas that gear loss is suspected. Such surveys 
have been carried out routinely in Norway since 1980 in deepwater areas using positional 
information supplied by the owners of the lost gear. Retrieval devices are towed along 
transects based upon this positional information. Retrieval surveys have also been carried out 
in countries such as Sweden, Canada and the US but these surveys are not as targeted and 
based more on anecdotal information to allow stratified surveys of wider areas with a high 
probability of gear loss.  
 
The type of creeper suitable for gear recovery depends largely on the bottom type, depth of 
water and environmental conditions but generally the designs used (Appendix A) are fairly 
crude in nature. In addition while substantial quantities of nets have been retrieved from the 
numerous surveys carried out, it is apparent that the existing systems are not totally effective 

                                                
1 Brown, J.G. Macfayden, T. Huntington, J. Magnus and J. Tumilty (2005). Ghost Fishing by Lost 
Fishing Gear. Final Report to DG Fisheries and Maritime Affairs of the European Commission. 
Fish/2004/20. Institute for European Environmental Policy/Poseidon Aquatic Resource Management 
Ltd joint report. 



and the need for good positional information is vital. Retrieving lost nets in deeper waters 
presents additional difficulties associated with hauling nets of relatively light construction up 
from depth. 
  
Globally the extent of ghost fishing is not well known but a study entitled “DEEPNET” 
(Hareide et al, 20042) identified deepwater gillnet fisheries in the NE Atlantic for species such 
as monkfish and deepwater shark as fisheries with potentially high rates of gear loss given the 
widely distributed nature of the fisheries and the large amount of gear deployed. This report 
also concluded that there was evidence of net dumping and abandonment of nets in these 
fisheries along with illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing activities by a number 
of vessels working in international waters regulated by NEAFC, adding significantly to the 
problem. (Hareide et al, 2004).  
 
In order to estimate the extent of the problem in NE Atlantic waters, net retrieval studies have 
been carried out by Ireland and the UK as a follow-up to the DEEPNET study. Based largely 
on the findings of the original report and the subsequent retrieval surveys, the EU introduced 
a ban on gillnetting in waters deeper than 200 m in 2006 (Council Regulation 51/2006 Annex 
III, Paragraph 8) in ICES Divisions VI, VIIb-k and ICES Sub-area XII east of 270 W. These 
regulations were amended under Council Regulation 41/2006 Annex IIb Paragraph 9 allowing 
the fisheries to re-open between the depths of 200m-600m with specific regulations regarding 
length of gear, marking of gear and soak time.  
 
Despite the introduction of the original ban and the subsequent restrictions it has been 
identified that there is still an immediate need for a “clean-up” exercise to remove lost gear. 
There is an additional need to properly quantify the range and extent of ghost fishing in the 
gillnet fisheries at depths > 200m in the NE Atlantic through a stratified approach to provide 
estimates of spatial scale and density of lost gear.  
 
Therefore as part of this DEEPCLEAN study, Bord Iascaigh Mhara now invites 
tenders from suitable EU registered fishing vessels to conduct net retrieval surveys at 
pre-defined locations off the coast of Ireland and the UK during 2008. 
 
BIM propose to contract a vessel(s) for 2 x 20-day surveys to be conducted during the period 
June – September 2008. Cefas in the UK will make a similar call for tenders to carry out three 
additional surveys. This will include 2 x 20 day retrieval surveys and a dedicated camera 
survey (5-7 days) to estimate the efficiency of the retrieval gear. Details of this call can be 
found at www.cefas.co.uk/4144.aspx. 
 
Please note: Vessels may apply for both tenders but in this case must tender separately 
to both BIM and Cefas.  
 
The estimated timetable for the surveys with proposed start dates is as follows: 
 

• Camera Survey – 6th- 7th May (Cefas) 
• Retrieval Survey 1 – 9th – 10th June (BIM) 
• Retrieval Survey 2  - 14th – 15th July (Cefas) 
• Retrieval Survey 3 – 11th- 12th August (BIM) 
• Retrieval Survey 4 – 15th- 16th September (Cefas) 

 

                                                
2 Hareide,  Garnes G., Rihan D., Mulligan M., Tyndall P, Clarke M, Connolly P., Misund R., 
MacMullen P., Furevik D., Humborstad O., Hoydal K., and Blasdale T. (2004). A preliminary 
investigation on Shelf edge and Deep water fixed net fisheries to the West and North of Great Britain, 
Ireland, around Rockall and Hatton Bank.  



 
A detailed specification of requirements is set out in Section 2 below.  Tenders must comply 
with the format of tender as set out in Section 3.  

1.2 Financial Arrangements  
 
Payment for services covered by this invitation to tender will be on foot of appropriate 
invoices, which will be based on agreed deliverables.  Invoicing arrangements will be agreed 
with the successful vessel owner, following the award of contract.  A contract entered into on 
foot of this Request for Tender is subject to the Prompt Payments of Accounts Act. 
   

1.3 Further Information and Query Handling 
 
Every effort has been made to ensure that this documentation contains all the necessary 
information for completion of tenders. However, in the interests of equity, requests for 
additional information, and clarification on the content of this document and all other queries 
of substance (other than in relation to purely factual or procedural matters) must be made in 
writing or by email. Any additional information elicited will be made available to all potential 
tenderers who have obtained a copy of this document via the etenders website or directly from 
Bord Iascaigh Mhara.  

 
Any queries should be submitted by email or in writing only, not later than 17:00 on 14th 
March 2008 and addressed to: 
Name: Dominic Rihan  
Address: Bord Iascaigh Mhara, PO Box 12, Crofton Road, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, 
Ireland  
Fax: +353 1 2300564  
E-mail : rihan@bim.ie   
 
Any queries in respect of the Cefas tender should similarly be submitted by email or in 
writing only, and addressed to: 
Name: Jane Medler  
Address: Cefas, Lowestoft Laboratory, Pakefield Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR 33 OHT  
Fax: +44 (0) 1502 524569 
E-mail:  jane.medler@cefas.co.uk 
 

1.4 Timetable 
 
The timetable in relation to the tender process for the BIM surveys is as follows: 
 

Latest date and time for receipt of tenders   [21st March 2008]    
Award of contract - anticipated     [30th April 2008]   

   Contract commencement - anticipated     [1st June 2008]    
 

2  Specification of Requirements 
 

BIM is seeking to commission a suitable commercial fishing vessel(s), to carry out two 
separate retrieval surveys (20 day periods), provisionally in June and August 2008. Details of 
the vessel and operational requirements and other information related to the surveys are given 
below under the headings as follows: 
 



1. The vessel and deck machinery requirements as specified in Section 2.1.  
2. Operational requirements including access as given in Section 2.2. 
3. Indicative survey areas as outlined in Section 2.3. 
4. Skipper and crewing requirements as specified in Section 2.4. 
5. Accommodation and operational standards as specified in Section 2.5. 
6. Safety Standards to include appropriate certification and confirmations as specified in 

Section 2.6. 
7. Details of planning meetings and reporting requirements as specified in Section 2.7.  

  

2.1 Vessel & Deck Machinery 
 

• Vessel must be registered as a fishing vessel within an EU Member State. 
  
• Vessel must be a stern trawler greater than 34 metres overall length (LOA), with 

a stern ramp clear of obstructions. 
 

• Vessel must be of steel construction and capable of operating offshore in open 
seas for continuous periods for up to 25 days. 

 
• Vessel must have a large available area of clear deck space at aft end of vessel 

(~10 metres in length).  
 

• Vessel must have split winches with a bollard pull of ~20 tonnes and independent 
warp tension measuring systems.  (Capstan winches or similar devices for hauling 
rope are also preferably but not essential). 

 
• Vessel must have at least 2500m of warp in good condition.  

 
• Vessel must have independent net drums capable of storing large quantities of 

recovered gillnets. 
 

• Vessel should have a safe and efficient means (deck crane or powerblock) of 
moving heavy equipment around the stern and deck. 

 
• Vessel must have a clean 240v AC onboard power supply. 

 
• Vessel must have onboard engineering and welding facilities. 

 
• Vessel must have satellite phone communications and e-mail access.    

 
• Vessel must have adequate freezing facilities (storage space within a standard 

domestic chest freezer is sufficient) on board to allow for the collection of 
samples from recovered nets for later analysis. 

 
 A plan giving dimensions of the deck to include the working area must be supplied with the 
tender, along with specifications of all deck machinery and wheelhouse electronics. 
 

 

2.2 Operational requirements 
 

• Vessel must be prepared to embark and disembark from an Irish or UK port as 



designated by the contractor. 

• No commercial fishing/trawling will be permitted during the survey and the owners 
of the contractor vessel will be required to ensure all fishing equipment e.g. nets, 
trawl doors not required for the retrieval survey be removed or stowed properly as to 
not impinge on the retrieval operations. 

• Retrieval operations will be conducted on a continual 24-hour cycle unless the 
weather conditions are deemed unfit. The contractor should ensure that adequate crew 
with appropriate qualifications (tickets) are present on the bridge at all times. 

• The vessel’s Skipper/owner(s) will be responsible for carrying out the terms of the 
charter and will be required to take instructions from the scientist in charge (SIC) on 
board. The Skipper will, however, retain responsibility as master for the safety of the 
ship and crew. The final decision whether or not to go to a proposed fishing area in 
the light of current weather conditions, an adverse weather forecast or the nature of 
the seabed, remains the Skipper’s or his deputies alone. 

• The Skipper will take reasonable measures to ensure that no active fishing gear is 
snagged or damaged during the survey. The decision on whether gear is active or not 
and therefore whether it should be retrieved will be the responsibility of the SIC on 
board. 

• The Skipper will take reasonable measures to avoid sensitive areas such as deepwater 
coral reefs. The decision on whether retrieval operations are undertaken in an area 
will be the responsibility of the SIC.  

• The vessel owners are responsible for the legal and safe disposal on land of all nets 
and other material brought on board during the survey and the vessel owners will 
meet all costs for the disposal of all such recovered gear during the survey. 

• Specialist retrieval equipment will be supplied by BIM and will remain the property 
of BIM. Modifications to the retrieval equipment will only be made on the direction 
of the SIC on board. 

 

2.3 Indicative Survey Areas 
 

The final positions will be defined in more detail in a Detailed Operations Plan 
formulated prior to the survey commencing. However, provisionally the surveys will 
concentrate on areas to the South east and North-west of Rockall in ICES Area VIb, 
North, West and South east of the Porcupine Bank in ICES Areas VIIb,c,j,k, to the west 
of the Wyville-Thompson ridge in ICES Area IVa and also possibly extend into 
international waters in ICES Areas X, XII. For all surveys notification of the proposed 
survey areas will be issued by BIM in advance. 
  

2.4 Skipper and Crewing Requirements 
 

• Vessel must have English speaking officers and key personnel. 
• Experience of deepwater fishing areas to the west of Ireland and UK are essential. 
• Experience of having participated in previous lost gear retrieval exercises is 

preferred but not essential. 
• The vessel owners must ensure that satisfactory crewing arrangements are put in 

place for the duration of the surveys and in all cases when required to deploy, 
haul and retrieve lost gear should have a minimum of four crew on deck. 

 



2.5 Accommodation  
 

• The owners of the vessel must ensure that clean and dry accommodation facilities for 
up to four scientists are made available. Accommodation should contain a berth with 
mattress and toilet and washing facilities. BIM will provide all additional bedding 
material if required. 

• The vessel shall have a safe working area, which so far as reasonably practicable will 
be dry, well lit under sea conditions and large enough to accommodate the scientist’s 
sampling equipment. 

• The owners shall also provide a dedicated area within the vessel for scientists to enter 
and analyse data. 

• The owners must ensure sufficient provisions and water are provided to all scientists 
while on board. 

 

2.6 Safety Standards 
 

• A copy of the vessels Fishing Licence and Certificate of Registry must be supplied. 
  
• Vessels must have and supply a copy of a valid International Fishing Vessel 

certificate (Certificate of Compliance), or equivalent certificate valid for their flag 
state, issued by an appointed surveyor after inspection.  This certificate must comply 
with the Torremolinas Convention. 

 
• Evidence that the annual radio survey has been carried out must be supplied.  This is 

often an endorsement on the International Fishing Vessel Certificate. 
 

• A Certificate of Class issued by a company such as Lloyds, DNV, Germanisher Lloyd 
or Bureau Veritas must be supplied. 

 
• All vessels must have adequate marine insurance cover for the size of vessel and 

personnel on board, including the scientific staff.  A copy of the insurance policy 
must be sent with the tender. 

 
• All vessels must comply with the National levels of certification applicable to the 

area of operation and size of the vessel in respect of Deck officers and engineers. 
Confirmation must be supplied with the tender. 

 
 

• All vessels must comply with the applicable code on safety equipment such as: 
Liferafts, Lifejackets, Distress Rockets & flares, Radio Equipment and First Aid 
consumables. 

 
• Confirmation is required in writing and included in the tender that the liferafts and 

lifejackets are adequate to cover the number of ships personnel including the four 
scientists. 

 
• All crew must have completed a mandatory safety training courses - Sea survival, 

First aid, Fire fighting & Safety awareness, or equivalent certificates for their flag 
state. 

 
• All vessels must comply with the safe manning levels in accordance with size of 

vessel and area of operation.   



 
• The vessel shall enforce a prohibition on the carriage of illegal drugs or alcohol 

onboard the vessel. 
 

• Evidence of an up to date safety statement for the vessel is required. 
 
 

2.7 Planning Meetings & Reporting Requirements 
 
The owner and/or skipper are required to be available for a one-day meeting prior to the 
survey commencing. At this meeting the project objectives and the development of details 
and structure of the Operations Plan will be discussed. A further meeting immediately prior to 
sailing may also be required to finalise the Operations Plan. 
 
The vessel should be in port at the time and location of the meeting and available for 
inspection.  
 
The skipper and/owner must confirm their availability for such meetings. 
 
The skipper will be invited to make comments on the cruise report(s) produced by BIM in 
conjunction with the Project Consortium and the skipper will also be requested to attend an 
industry workshop scheduled to take place after the completion of the surveys at a time and 
place to be arranged. Travel and Subsistence costs to attend this workshop will be covered.  
 

3 Format of Tender  
 

 Tenders must address all the requirements and must be in the format requested below. 
Tenders not in this format will not be considered. 
 

3.1 Information to be supplied 
 
The following must be supplied: 
 

(a) Name, address, telephone number, e-mail address and fax number of 
tenderer. 

 
(b) Confirmation of acceptance by the tenderer and any third parties of the 

conditions of tender described in Section 5 of the invitation to tender. 
 

(c) Name of Vessel, Registration Number, Call sign, Length Overall, 
Registered length, Registered Kw, Hull construction, Deck Layout, Fuel 
& Freshwater capacity, Maximum Steaming Speed, Details of Deck 
Machinery, Details of Communications and Fish Finding Equipment, 
Accommodation, Freezing facilities onboard. 

 
(d) Details of previous experience of skipper and crew being in deepwater 

fisheries off the west coast of Ireland and the UK and also any relevant 
experience in carrying out net retrieval surveys.  

 
(e) Breakdown of Operating Costs per Fishing Trip including Fuel, 



Insurance, Repayments (if any), Ice, Food, Wages and Other costs. 
 
(f) Daily rate and total cost of tender based on 2 x 20 day periods and taking 

account of operating costs detailed above. All costs must be quoted in euro 
(�), exclusive of VAT.   

  

3.2 Contract  
 
A contract will be concluded with the tenderer whose tender is deemed to be the most 
economically advantageous subject to agreement on conditions of contract. [The contract 
will not be concluded / take effect until 14 days after unsuccessful tenderers have 
been notified of the result of this tendering procedure].  
  
Please note the following: 

(a) Any terms and conditions in the proposed contract does not imply acceptance by Bord 
Iascaigh Mhara. 

(b) All works carried out shall be governed by the Laws of Ireland and subject to the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the Courts of Ireland. 

(c) Bord Iascaigh Mhara may cancel the tender process at any time prior to a contract 
being entered into. 

 

4  Examination and Evaluation of Tenders   
 

  Tenders will be examined initially by reference to the following: 
 

(a) Completeness of proposals and tender documentation as specified in Sections 2 and 3  
(Specification of Requirements and Format of Tender) of this document; 
 

(b) Stated ability of the vessel to meet all the mandatory requirements specified in 
Section 2.1, 2.4 & 2.5 of this document; 

 
(c) Provision of documentation on safety requirements as detailed in Section 2.6. 

 
(d) Statement that none of the circumstances listed in Regulation 53 of S.I. 329 of 2006 

apply to the tenderer (See Appendix B appended); 
 

 
 

Only those tenders who satisfy conditions in relation to the above will be eligible for 
inclusion in the award process. A summary of the mandatory criteria, information to be 
supplied and safety documentation to be provided with the tender are given in Appendix C 
appended.  

 
Award Criteria  
 
The contract will be awarded to the most economically advantageous tender of those 
meeting the specifications set out in Section 2, and not otherwise validly excluded, using a 
multiplier method (See Appendix D) on the basis of the following criteria: 

 
• Vessel Suitability in terms of deck layout, deck machinery and on board sampling 

facilities (35%) 
• Expertise and skills of assigned personnel in deepwater fisheries in the indicated 



survey areas (35%) 
• Expertise of skipper and crew in net retrieval operations (10%) 
• Ulimate cost of carrying out retrieval surveys (20%) 

 
Tenders must achieve a minimum rating of “good” for each of the qualitative criteria 
specified in order to avoid elimination from the competition. A rating of “good” relates 
to a score achieved of at least 60% for a given criterion. 
 
During the evaluation period clarification may be sought in writing from tenderers. Responses 
to requests for clarification may not materially change any of the elements of the tenders 
submitted. No unsolicited communications from tenderers will be entertained during the 
evaluation period.  
 
Representatives of the “DEEPCLEAN” Project Consortium will carry out the evaluation of 
tenders.  



5 General Conditions of Tender      
Tenders should be prepared in English or Irish or with appropriate English 
translation and are subject to the following: 
 

5. 1  This Request for Tender shall form part of the contract documents.  A draft 
contract is supplied with the tender documentation. The contract will not be concluded / 
take effect until 14 days after unsuccessful tenderers have been notified of the result of 
this tendering procedure. 
 

 5. 2  Bord Iascaigh Mhara will use its best efforts to hold confidential any information 
provided by tenderers subject to their obligation under law, including the Freedom of 
Information Act, which came into force on 21 April 1998.  Tenderers should indicate, when 
tendering, what parts of their tenders are commercially sensitive and which they consider 
should be kept confidential should an FOI request be received.  Bord Iascaigh Mhara will 
consult with tenderers about any such sensitive information before making a decision on 
any FOI request received.  Similarly, Bord Iascaigh Mhara requires that all information 
provided pursuant to this invitation to tender will be treated in strict confidence by 
tenderers. 
 

 5. 3  Tenderers should be aware that national legislation applies in other matters such as 
Official Secrets, Data Protection and Health and Safety. 
 
5. 4 Tenderers must have regard to statutory terms relating to minimum pay and to 
legally binding industrial or sectoral agreements in preparing tenders. 
 

 5. 5  Information supplied by tenderers will be treated as contractually binding. 
However, Bord Iascaigh Mhara reserves the right to seek clarification or verification of any 
such information. 
 

 5. 6  Any conflicts of interest involving a tenderer must be fully disclosed to Bord 
Iascaigh Mhara particularly where there is a conflict of interest in relation to any 
recommendations or proposals put forward by the tenderer. 

 
 5. 7  Before a contract is awarded the successful tenderer (and agent, where appropriate) 
will be required to promptly produce a Tax Clearance Certificate, or in the case of a non-
resident tenderer, a statement from the Revenue Commissioners confirming suitability on 
tax grounds. Non-residents should contact the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, 
Revenue Residence Section, Government Offices, Nenagh Co. Tipperary.   

 
 5. 8 Bord Iascaigh Mhara retains the right to withhold payment where a contractor 
has failed to meet his/her contractual obligations in relation to the delivery of services to an 
acceptable level of quality. 
 
 5. 9  Bord Iascaigh Mhara will not be liable in respect of any costs incurred by tenderers 
in the preparation of tenders or any associated work effort.  
 
 5. 10  Bord Iascaigh Mhara is not bound to accept the lowest or any tender submitted. 
 
  5. 11 Tenders must be completed in accordance with the format specified in Section 3. 

Tenders, which are incomplete, will not be evaluated.  
 
  5. 12  Three (3) copies of the tender in a sealed envelope, marked “Tender for retrieval 

of fishing nets lost or abandoned at sea – Project DEEPCLEAN ” and addressed to: 



Dominic Rihan, Bord Iascaigh Mhara, Fisheries Development Division, PO Box 12, 
Crofton Road, Dun Laoghaire,Co. Dublin, Ireland. 

 
 Tenders should be delivered to the above address not later than 17:00 on 21st March 2008 

and marked Private and Confidential. 
 

Tenders delivered after this time will not be accepted. 
 

5. 13   Under EU Public Procurement Directives Bord Iascaigh Mhara is required to publish 
a Contract Award Notice in the OJEU containing certain information, including the name of 
the successful tenderer, relating to the award of this contract. 

 
 
 

 



Appendix A – Creeper Designs 
 
 

 
Figure 1 Typical Net Retrieval Operation 

 
 

Figure 2 Norwegian Style Creepers 

 

    
Figure 3 More Traditional Creeper Designs 

 

 

 



Appendix B 
 
REGULATION 53 OF S.I. 329 OF 2006 
 
Exclusion of certain persons from being considered for awards of public contracts 
 
1.  In considering whether or not to award a public contract, a contracting authority shall 
exclude from consideration any person who, to the knowledge of the authority, has been convicted 
of an offence involving� 
 

(a) participation in a prescribed criminal organisation, or 
 
(b) corruption, or 
 
(c) fraud, or 
 
(d) money laundering. 

 
2..  In order to give effect to paragraph (1), the contracting authority� 
 

(a) shall, whenever appropriate, ask a candidate or tenderer to supply the documents 
referred to in paragraph (6), and 
 
(b) may, if it has doubts concerning the personal situation of the candidate or 
tenderer, also seek information that it considers relevant from an appropriate 
competent administrative or judicial authority. 

 
3.  If the information referred to in paragraph (2)(b) concerns a candidate or tenderer 
established in another Member State, the contracting authority may request the co-operation of the 
competent authority of that other State. Such a request may extend to any agent of the person and, 
in the case of a body (whether incorporated or unincorporated), extend to any person who is 
concerned in the direction or management of the body. 
 
4.  In considering whether to award a public contract, a contracting authority may exclude 
from consideration any person� 
 

(a) who is subject to a bankruptcy or insolvency procedure or process of a kind 
specified in paragraph (5), or 
 
(b) who has been found guilty of professional misconduct by a competent authority 
that is authorised by law to hear and determine allegations of professional 
misconduct against persons that include the operator, or 
 
(c) who has committed grave professional misconduct provable by means that the 
authority can demonstrate, or 
 
(d) who has not fulfilled an obligation to pay a social security contribution as 
required by a law of the country or territory� 
 

(i) where the person ordinarily resides or carries on business, or 
 
(ii) where the authority is established, or 
 

(e) who has not fulfilled an obligation to pay a tax or levy imposed by or under a law 
of the country or territory� 
 

(i) where the person ordinarily resides or carries on business, or 
 
(ii) where the authority is established, or 
 



(f) who has provided a statement or information to the authority or another 
contracting authority knowing it to be false of misleading, or has failed to provide 
to the authority or another such authority a statement or information that is 
reasonably required by the authority for the purpose of awarding the public 
contract concerned. 

 
5.  A person is subject to a bankruptcy or insolvency procedure or process for the purpose 
of paragraph (4) if � 
 

(a) the person is bankrupt or the subject of a bankruptcy petition, or 
 
(b) the person, being a body corporate, is being wound up or the subject of 
proceedings for compulsory winding up, or 
 
(c) the person’s affairs are being administered by a court, or the person is the subject 
of proceedings in which it is sought to have the person’s affairs so administered, or 
 
(d) the person has entered into an arrangement with creditors, or 
 
(e) the person has suspended business activities, or 
 
(f) the person is, in the opinion of the contracting authority concerned, in any 
situation analogous to any of those mentioned in subparagraphs (a) to (e) under a 
law of the State, another Member State or a third country relating to bankruptcy 
or insolvency. 

 
6.  A contracting authority shall accept as sufficient evidence that a person is not liable to 
be excluded under paragraph (1) or under subparagraph (a), (b), (d) or (e) of paragraph (4)� 
 

(a) a copy of the relevant judicial record, or 
 
(b) in the absence of such a copy, a certificate issued by a competent judicial or 
administrative authority in the country or territory where the person ordinarily 
resides or carries on business, or the authority is established, 
showing that the particular subparagraph does not apply to the person. 

 
7.  Without limiting paragraph (6), a contracting authority shall accept as sufficient 
evidence that a person is not liable to be excluded under subparagraph (d) or (e) of paragraph (4) a 
certificate issued by the Collector General of the Office of the Irish Revenue Commissioners 
showing that the relevant subparagraph does not apply to the person. 
 
8.  If a question arises as to whether paragraph (1), or subparagraph (a) or (b) of paragraph 
(4), applies to a person and either� 
 

(a) the relevant judicial or administrative or competent authority in the country or 
territory in question does not issue documents of the kind referred to in paragraph 
(6), or (7), or 
 
(b) although it issues documents of that kind, they do not cover the case in question, 
the contracting authority concerned shall accept instead a declaration made by the person on 
oath 
or, in the case of a Member State where there is no provision for making a declaration on oath, 
a 
solemn declaration made by the person before a person authorised for the purpose under a law 
of 
that Member State. 

 
9.  The following are authorised authorities for the purposes of paragraph (8): 
 

(a)  a competent judicial or administrative authority of the country or territory where 



the person ordinarily resides or carries on business or where the contracting 
authority is established; 

 
(b) a notary or a competent professional or trade body located in that country or 
territory. 



Appendix C 
 
Tender Checklist 
  
List of Mandatory Criteria  
 

1. EU registered fishing vessel 
2. Stern trawler with stern ramp 
3. > 34m Overall Length 
4. Operating range of up to 25 days (fuel & water) 
5. Large clear deck area 
6. Split winches ~ 20 tonne bollard pull 
7. Warp tension measuring system 
8. 2500m warp 
9. Independent net drums 
10. Deck crane or powerblock 
11. Clean 240v AC power supply 
12. Engineering and welding facilities 
13. Satellite phone and e-mail access 
14. Freezing facilities 
15. Accommodation for up to 4 scientists 
16. English speaking officers and key personnel 
17. Statement that none of the circumstances listed in Regulation 53 of S.I. 329 of 2006 

apply. 
 
List of Information to Provide 
 

1. Detailed Deck Plans 
2. Specifications of all deck machinery & wheelhouse electronics 
3. Details of deepwater fishing experience (skipper and crew) 
4. Details of previous net retrieval surveys participated in. 
5. Breakdown of Operating Costs per fishing trip. 

 
List of Safety Documentation to Provide 
 

1. Fishing Licence 
2. Certificate of Registry 
3. Certificate of Compliance 
4. Radio Licence 
5. Certificate of Class 
6. Insurance Policy 
7. Crew Details  
8. Confirmation that all safety equipment is in date 
 

Other Documentation 
 

1. Tax Clearance Certificate or statement from the Revenue Commissioners confirming 
suitability on tax grounds 



1. Appendix D  
 

Example Score Sheet for Evaluation of Tenders - Multiplier Method 
 

Award Criteria Vessel Suitability 

Skills & 
Expertise in 
Deepwater 
Fisheries 

Experience of 
Retrieval 
Surveys 

Ultimate Cost Total Score 

% Weighting 35% 35% 10% 20% 100% 

Max. Score 3500 3500 1000 2000 10000 

Base Score 700 700 200 400  

Multipliers 0,1,2,3,4,5 0,1,2,3,4,5 0,12,3,4,5 0,1,2,3,4,5  

Rule Must score 2100 Must score 2100 No rule No rule  

Vessel ‘A’ 
(�240K) 700 x 4 = 2800 700 x 4 = 2800 0 1400 7000 

Vessel ‘B’ 
(�220K) 700 x 3 = 2100 700 x 2 = 1400 0 Eliminated Eliminated 

Vessel ‘C’ 
(�200K) 700 x 3 = 2100 700 x 3 = 2100 300 x 2 = 600 2000 6800 

 
Multipliers 
 
Rating Multiplier 
Excellent 5 
Very Good 4 
Good 3 
Fair 2 
Poor 1 
No Evidence 0 
 
 
The scores for the ‘ultimate cost’ (UC) of each tender are calculated as follows: 
 
UC Maximum Points x Lowest UC valid tender  = Tender score under “UC” 
   UC of tender 
 
e.g. Vessel ‘A’ 20 x 2000 = 1400 points  
     2400  
      Vessel ‘C’ 20 x 2000 = 2000 points  
     2000  
 
Outcome: 

• Vessel “A” who submitted a valid tender and received the highest number of 
points is declared the winner. 

• Vessel “B” is eliminated because they failed to meet the minimum score required 
under “Skills & Expertise in Deepwater Fisheries” (must score 2100 points) 

 
 
 
 


