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To wake up ‘idle’ datasets by identifying, encouraging and 
supporting their data holders

To launch and operate an extra EMODnet portal with 
services to facilitate data holders submitting marine data 
sets for publishing, further processing and safekeeping by 
expert data centres, and subsequent distribution through 
EMODnet thematic portals
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Aims of EMODnet Ingestion 



Distinction between 2 phases in the life cycle of a data 
submission:

Phase I:  from data submission to publishing ‘as is’

Phase II: further elaboration and integration (of subsets) in 
national, European and EMODnet thematic portals.

Step 1: Data submitter completes a number of key fields of the 
submission form and uploads a zip file with the datasets and 
related documentation;

Step 2: Data Centre is assigned who reviews and completes the 
submission form for publishing ‘as is’ in Summary Service

Step 3: Data Centre elaborates, where possible, the data sets, 
resulting in availability in standard formats in EMODnet
thematic portals 3

Data Submission service 
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Data Summary Service
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Data Summary Service – phase 2 

examples

Example: 
Marine Scotland
Science cruises:
Data now in
SeaDataNet,
feeding EMODnet
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Data Summary Service – phase 2 

examples 

Example: 
Biological 
Monitoring of
Wind energy 
Farms:
Data now in
EMODnet
Biology



619 submissions recorded in different stages of 
processing

Of which 506 published at the Viewing Submissions 
Service, of which 205 as ‘phase II completed’ 
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Status of submissions – end of 

contract -19 May 2019 

Company

Government

NGO
Research Institute

University

NO OF SUBMISSIONS PER SECTOR
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Status of submissions – end of 

contract -19 May 2019 

Bathymetry

Biology

Chemistry

GeologyHuman Activities

Physics

Seabed Habitats Theme No %

Bathymetry 69 13.64

Biology 33 6.52

Chemistry 123 24.31

Geology 10 1.98

Human 

Activities 44 8.70

Physics 226 44.66

Seabed 

Habitats 1 0.20

TOTAL 506 100
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Current situation
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Submissions in time

Submissions Published 'as is' Elaborated phase II

19-May-19 1-Sep-19

Submitted 619 639

Phase 1 506 545

Phase 2 205 206



In principle, almost everybody contacted, is in favor of the 
ingestion initiative; however,  going from intention to 
action is quite an effort for most data providers. 

It is welcomed that EMODnet ambassadors can provide 
the necessary support to submit the data sets on behalf of 
the data providers. This saves providers time for learning 
the system, while the data is ingested; 

Data providers with regular returning submissions need to 
be educated for better structuring their data and 
becoming mainstream providers;

Most time was spent on marketing and promotion 
activities to identify, persuade and give support to 
potential data providers. 10

Lessons learned 



Processing submissions with activities like meta data check 
and enrichment, data files check and corrections 
(sometimes very heterogeneous quality and formats are 
encountered), and communications with data submitters 
(delays, no reply) can be very time consuming for assigned 
data centres;

Phase I is OK, but Phase II elaboration is more difficult and 
uses much more resources of the assigned data centres.

It is more effective to contact and convince high-level 
management than the work floor as the high-level 
managers might see wider perspectives of the 
cooperation;

There is still a lot of promotion needed to make everybody 
aware about EMODnet and its potential benefits.
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Lessons learned 



15th July 2019: Final report of finished contract submitted, 
incl invoice and transfer of digital resources;
26th August 2019: Feedback received from EASME; 
answering in progress;

23rd April 2019: New tender submitted for EMODnetv
Ingestion maintenance;
24th July 2019: Positive outcome received;
At present: Busy with collating evidence documents, 
almost complete. 
Mid September 2019: Expected start of the 2-year 
maintenance contract with option for another 2 years
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Contracts situation



Constructive meeting in July 2019 with Nord Stream 2 AG 
who are deploying the Nord Stream 2 pipeline in the Baltic; 
recently green light received from their management 
board for sharing lots of marine data; 

i-Atlantic project, seeking to assess the health of deep-
sea ecosystems, is keen on sharing data through EMODnet
Ingestion; so far contacts through SSBE as partner with 
coordinator and IOGP;   

Eurofleets+ project concerning European research vessel 
fleet, has adopted EMODnet Ingestion as part of their data 
management flow for funded cruises
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Looking forward: promising items



14

Nord Stream 2 pipeline - monitoring
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Eurofleets+ data management 

workflow



www.emodnet.eu


