
SECTOR DEFINITION
Ocean conservation refers to all activities that support the development of 
solutions for healthy oceans, seas, coastal and inland waters.

Facts & figures

“A mission in the area of healthy oceans, seas, coastal and inland 
waters will be a powerful tool to raise awareness of their importance 
among citizens and help develop solutions on a range of issues.”
- ec.europa.eu

AIMS OF EU MISSIONS IN THIS AREA

Systemic solutions for the prevention, 
reduction, mitigation and removal of marine 
pollution, including plastics

Adaption to and mitigation of pollution and 
climate change in the ocean

Sustainable use and management of ocean 
resources

Development of new materials including 
biodegradable plastic substitutes, new feed 
and food

Ocean governance

Urban, coastal and maritime spatial planning

Ocean economics applied to maritime 
activities

Transition to a circular and blue economy

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR
BLUE ECONOMY?

Europe leads the way in ocean conservation projects. At Our Ocean Conference 
2019, EU countries committed to around 150 actions to cleaner oceans, followed 
by North America with approximately 70 commitments.

The EU has made progress in the protection and shaping governance of the oceans 
by taking measures in the following areas:

• Marine pollution
• Sustainable blue economy
• Climate change
• Marine protection
• Sustainable fisheries.

•  Technologies that can collect and remove marine pollution, including plastics
•  Marine waste screening technologies
• Technologies that can process, reuse and recycle collected wastes and plastics

Waste management and recycling technologies

• Technologies that can prevent, reduce and mitigate marine pollution
• New alternative materials that are biodegradable, sustainable and environmentally 

friendly

Prevention technologies

• Technologies that can help decarbonise, or assist with the transition of greening  high emis-
sion maritime industries

• Adoption of transformative business models to move towards a circular economy model. More 
emphasis on asset sharing, reusing, agility models, closed-loop, usage based pricing, etc

Circular economy, sustainable technologies and solutions

WHY BLUEINVEST?
The BlueInvest platform supports investment readiness and ac-
cess to finance for early-stage businesses, SMEs and scale-ups 
in the blue economy.

Platform features:
• BlueInvest Readiness Assistance
• BlueInvest Community
• BlueInvest Fund
• BlueInvest Grants 
• BlueInvest Events
• BlueInvest Project Pipeline

JOIN THE BLUEINVEST COMMUNITY
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Source: “Horizon Europe - the next research and innovation framework programme” 

Land-based resources account for approximately 
80% of marine pollution.

8 million metric tons of plastic goes into the ocean every year. 
More than 150 million tons of plastic exists in the ocean today.

A plastic bottle can take up to 450 years to degrade in the ocean

Approximately €38.5 billion per year flows to conservation projects, mostly 
from public funds. However it is estimated that €148 billion per year is 
needed to preserve the world’s most important ecosystems, including 
oceans.

In 2019, around €21 million has been invested in European companies pro-
viding ocean’s conservation, ocean cleaning and alternative plastic tech-
nologies. Around  54 deals have been made since 2016. - Pitchbook

Capital invested and number of deals in Europe (2009-2020)

Geographic distribution of capital invested in ocean’s conservation, ocean 
cleaning and alternative plastic technologies in Europe since 2009.
 - Pitchbook

Plastic debris causes the death of more than a million seabird 
and 100,000 marine mammals every year.

There are now close to 500 dead zones, covering more than 
245,000 km2

https://www.euroquity.com/en/invite?communityId=e070b14e-51a1-4c40-942e-e448b3926427

