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Over 100 participants from 33 countries, including about a dozen Ministers/State Secretaries, as well as
Commissioners Johannes Hahn and Karmenu Vella met in Brussels for the ﬁrst Union for the Mediterranean
(UfM) Ministerial Conference on Blue Economy.
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Over 100 participants from 33 countries, including about a dozen Ministers/State Secretaries, as well as
Commissioners Johannes Hahn and Karmenu Vella gathered in Brussels for the ﬁrst Union for the
Mediterranean (UfM) Ministerial Conference on Blue Economy.

Ministers stressed the need to improve maritime governance and create an environment conducive to job
creation, innovation and knowledge-based business opportunities through the development of key
maritime sectors.

Participants also highlighted the importance of clean and healthy seas as drivers for the sustainable
development of national and regional economies, underlining that marine and maritime sectors must be
developed in an integrated manner.

Via the Ministerial Declaration which was adopted at the conference, all parties commit to strengthening
coordination inside their countries, between countries and among Ministers and European Commissioners.
It is this triple coordination that will be the catalyst, the key enabler for the blue economy to ﬂourish in the
Mediterranean. The Declaration marks one more step towards the Mediterranean integration.

The signed Declaration is available in three languages:
Declaration on the blue economy (English) [3]
Declaration on the blue economy (Arabic) [4]
Declaration on the blue economy (French) [5]

Commissioners Johannes Hahn and Karmenu Vella addressed the forum via dedicated key note speeches.
Speech of Karmenu Vella [6]

For more information, please check the UfM website [7].

[8]

[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

Published on Maritime Forum (https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum)
Source URL: https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/node/3846
Links
[1] https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/history/3846
[2]
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/sites/maritimeforum/ﬁles/family%20picture%20ufM%20Blue
%20economy.jpg
[3]
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/sites/maritimeforum/system/system/ﬁles/2015-11-17-declara
tion-on-blue-economy_en_0.pdf
[4]
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/system/ﬁles/UfM%20Declaration%20on%20Blue%20economy
%2017.11.2015%20%28AR%29_0.pdf
[5]
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/system/ﬁles/UfM%20Declaration%20on%20Blue%20economy
%2017.11.2015%20%28FR%29_0.pdf
[6]
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/2014-2019/vella/announcements/union-mediterranean-ufm-ministerial-co
nference-blue-economy-brussels_en
[7] http://ufmsecretariat.org/ufm-ministerial-on-blue-economy/
[8]
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/sites/maritimeforum/ﬁles/family%20picture%20ufM%20Blue
%20economy_0.jpg
[9] https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/sites/maritimeforum/ﬁles/IMG_8946_1.JPG
[10] https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/sites/maritimeforum/ﬁles/IMG_8948_0.JPG
[11] https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/sites/maritimeforum/ﬁles/IMG_8959_1.JPG
[12] https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/sites/maritimeforum/ﬁles/IMG_8967_0.JPG
[13] https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/sites/maritimeforum/ﬁles/IMG_8994_0.JPG
[14] https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/sites/maritimeforum/ﬁles/IMG_8995.JPG

