First

Blue Bioeconomy Forum

event

Amsterdam, 7th December 2018
Park Plaza Amsterdam Airport
Melbournestraat 1, 1175 RM Lijnden

PROGRAMME
FRIDAY, 7TH DECEMBER 2018 (morning)
Registration and welcome coffee (8.30-9.00)
Opening plenary session (9.00-9.25)
Welcome note by Bernhard Friess, Director of the Directorate "Maritime Policy and Blue Economy"
of the European Commission's Maritime Affairs and Fisheries Directorate-General
Introduction by Vitor Verdelho, on behalf of the Blue Bioeconomy Forum Steering Group

Panel Discussion (9.25-11.00)
Interactive discussion with 5 panel members, starting with introductory remarks from each providing
an overview of current activities and trends in the blue bioeconomy. Questions from the plenary.
Panelists confirmed:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pierre Erwes, Executive Chairman, BioMarine
Alessandro Pititto, COGEA and EMODnet (The European Marine Observation and Data
Network)
Thomas Vyzikas, Project Officer, Bio-based Industries Joint Undertaking (BBI JU)
Ilaria Nardello, Executive Director, European Marine Biological Resource Centre (EMBRCERIC)
Martin Poulsen, Managing Director, Acacia Sustainable Business Advisors, member of the
Blue Bioeconomy Investment Study team
Agostino Inguscio, Policy Officer, DG RTD Marine Resources unit

Coffee break (11.00-11.20)

Maritime
Affairs and
Fisheries

Thematic / working group sessions (11.20-12.45)
Topics by theme:
WG1: Policy,
Environment and
Regulation

WG2: Finance and
Business
Development

WG3: Value
Chains, Markets
and Consumers

WG4: Science,
Technology and
Innovation

Complexity of
licensing procedures

Mismatch of private
investors expected
timeline of returns
with Blue
Bioeconomy
initiatives

Lack of consumer
awareness and
consumer
acceptance on biobased products from
aquatic or marine
environments

Collaboration
between academia
(researchers) and
industry; responding
to the needs of endusers

Field meeting room 1

Polder meeting room 3

Polder meeting room 2

Polder meeting room 1

Lunch (12.45-14.00)
Second working group session (14.00-15.15)
Topics by theme:
WG1: Policy,
Environment and
Regulation

WG2: Finance and
Business
Development

WG3: Value
Chains, Markets
and Consumers

WG4: Science,
Technology and
Innovation

Environmental
challenges and
solutions

Lack of
understanding from
private market
investors of the Blue
Bioeconomy
potential

Lack of valorisation
of side products
from marine origin
materials

Development,
coordination,
networking and
improvement of
technological
research
infrastructures to
support marine
biotechnology

Field meeting room 1

Polder meeting room 3

Polder meeting room 2

Polder meeting room 1

Coffee break (15.15-15.35)
Short summaries of sessions by moderators/rapporteurs and presentation of projects
pipeline (15.35-16.30)
Networking (16.30-18.00)

Overview of working group session topics:
The objectives of the working group sessions are: to refine the
findings of the Blue Bioeconomy State-of-Play report (under
finalisation, abstract with list of key challenges available on BBF
website1), and to define priorities and next steps to overcome the
identified challenges. The working groups sessions will therefore play
a key role in the definition of the Blue Bioeconomy Roadmap.

Policy, environment and regulation:
• Complexity of licensing procedures: blue bio projects face complex, unharmonized and
lengthy licensing and permit procedures across Europe, that impede the development of the
market, may distort competition within sea basin, and might not lead to the appropriate level
of protection and regulation.
• Environmental challenges: e.g. nutrient pollution, spreading of diseases, genotypical impacts
on wild species, alien species invasion. The working group will review challenges both
impacting and resulting from the blue bioeconomy, and what can be done to tackle them.
Finance and Business development:
• Mismatch of private investors expected timeline of returns with Blue Bioeconomy initiatives:
Venture Capital and Private Equity use a 10+2-year timeframe. Due to the nature of Blue
Bioeconomy initiatives this timeframe is often too short. In addition, funding conditions are
usually not adapted to the sector, which has a high volatility and large capital expenditures.
• Lack of understanding from private market investors of the Blue Bioeconomy potential: most
investors are not well educated about the risks of blue bio-business. Transparency, clarity and
effective communication are central for gaining trust from investors.
Value chain, markets and consumers:
• Lack of consumer awareness and consumer acceptance on bio-based products from aquatic or
marine environments: the majority of the European consumers is not aware of the difference
between bio-based and fossil-fuel based products. They are not aware of the beneficial
aspects on ecological impact and recyclability of bio-based products compared to fossil-based
products.
• Lack of valorisation of side products from marine origin materials: side products can be used
for a variety of adaptations: bio-based fertilisers, pharmaceutical & medicine, polymer &
textile and food & nutraceutical products. Only a small fraction of marine biomass is presently
used outside the food and feed sectors, but emerging market opportunities and completely
novel applications for marine-derived compounds exist.
Science, technology and innovation:
• Collaboration between academia (researchers) and industry; responding to the needs of endusers: Although European marine biotechnology activity has made significant progress over
the past decade in building a research community, there is still a need to establish better links
between researchers, industry and end-users. Mechanisms are also needed to promote
technology transfer and support industry/academic collaborative approaches to develop
markets and businesses.
•

1

Development, coordination, networking and improvement of technological research
infrastructures to support marine biotechnology: need to coordinate across Europe the
development of research infrastructures, access to knowledge and the mobilisation of human
resources, together with collaboration with the industry. New tools and methods are also
needed to renew marine exploration and bioprospecting.

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/node/4238

