
Experiences from Thorupstrand

• Securing a common acces of the community to 

the marine ressources (+ co-management)

• Improving the conditions of possibility for the 

young fishing families (e.g. FLAG supported)

• Facilitating the whole value chain by means of 

e.g. FLAG  supported investments

• Engaging media and developing own www 

platforms (e.g. FLAG supported)



Thorupstrand Guild of Coastal Fishermen





Share-organized fishing

The boat 20%

The fishing gear

20%
Fisherman  20%

Fisherman  20%

Fisherman  20%

Shares of total income







The banks and their security: 

• Enough members of the guild

• Obligation to use the common quota (and the right of 

using)

• Always working towards paying off the banks loans



Prerequisites for being a member:

- Landing and fishing from Thorupstrand

- A-status fisherman (full-time, commercial fisherman)

- Registered in the Coastal Fishing Scheme 

- Living up to the codex of the guild



Equal distribution of quotas
• Each member has only one vote regardless of how 

much s/he catches

• The common quotas are distributed yearly between the 

members



• New generations can become members of the 

guild on the same conditions as the guild’s 

founders

• Young people can establish themselves as 

independent fishermen through their quota 

shares in the guild 





THORUPSTRAND GUILD OF COASTAL FISHERIES’ CODEX OF 
CULTURALLY AWARE AND SUSTAINABLE FISHERY 

Thorupstrand Guild of Coastal Fisheries wishes to promote sustainable 
fishery characterised by: 

1. Low energy consumption 

2. Consideration of the seabed, fauna and fish throughout the local ecosystem 

3. Minimal discard during daily catching of e-fish. 

4. Maximum utilization of fish in the sea by targeting fish of the highest quality 

5. Discouragement of speculation in natural resources and overfishing 

6. Preservation of the vibrant coastal culture and heritage of the local 
community. 















Thorupstrand fish

in supermarket

chains









Important steps in Thorupstrand

• Formation of a common cooperative
community quota company

• Facilitate the whole value chain from 
boatbuilding to consumer consciousness

• Construction of facilities to processing, 
packing and transporting fishproducts to the 
market

• Engaging media and developing own www 
platforms


