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Professional fishermen in the Baltic Sea area launching co-operation to secure the 
future of their trade 

Consumers wish to have fresh fish caught in the nearby waters, but the fish catches and the 
number of professional fishermen are declining continuously in the Baltic Sea area.  The 
reduction in the catches is largely due to the rapidly growing seal and great cormorant 
populations. Fourteen fisheries local action groups (FLAG) in the coastal regions in Sweden, 
Finland, Estonia and Germany have launched a joint project aiming at finding new means for the 
coexistence of fishermen and wildlife affecting fishing. 

The seal and great cormorant populations have grown rapidly in the Baltic Sea. Seals eat fish 
caught by the traps so that fishing becomes impossible as soon as there are seals in the nearby 
waters. Great cormorants use effective group tactics to scatter and drive away shoals of fish from 
their traditional habitats. 

The problems caused by seals and great cormorants in traditional coastal professional fishing have 
already been identified. The seal is a predator that consumes 5 to 6 kg of fish daily. Studies have 
shown that seals regularly visit fishermen’s traps and primarily eat fish caught by these traps. On 
an annual level, a seal population of approx. 50,000 thus eats about 100 million kg of fish, much of 
which comes out of the catch of professional fishermen and thereby also from the opportunities 
of consumers to enjoy fresh fish caught in the nearby waters. The disadvantage is so great that 
many fishermen’s communities have discovered that unless a change is achieved in this matter, 
fishing will become completely impossible in a few years, when the damage created is greater 
than the income. 

It is to be hoped that new means are found soon for securing the catches. To this end, fourteen 
fisheries local action groups (FLAG) in the coastal regions in Finland, Sweden, Estonia and Germany 
have launched a joint project aiming at finding new means for good coexistence between 
fishermen and wildlife affecting fishing in order to safeguard the future of professional fishing. 
Professional fishing has always been a key livelihood in the archipelago, still keeping archipelago 
villages inhabited and vibrant. Because the issue is important for fishermen, for residents living in 
the archipelago and coastal regions as well as for consumers, South Finland FLAG ESKO has 
adopted an active role in the matter and started to head the joint project. 

The purpose of the project is to combine the results and views of research institutes specialising in 
natural resources and operating in different countries with the experiences and views of 
professional fishermen. Another objective is to find new ways of good coexistence between 
professional fisheries and animals that have an adverse impact on fishing. Existing operating 
models include seal-resistant traps, seal repellents and protective hunting close to fishing traps. 
New methods are also welcome. 
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The fourteen EU fisheries local action groups that have joined the co-operation between 
professional fishermen on the Baltic Sea are: 

- South Finland FLAG ESKO (the leader partner) 
- FLAG Archipelago Sea in Finland 
- FLAG Bothnian Sea and Lake Pyhäjärvi 
- FLAG Ostrobothnia Kustaktionsgruppen 
- Coastal Bothnian Bay FLAG 
- LAG Leader Stockholmsbygd 
- Leader Gute 
- Leader Mittland Plus 
- Leader Nordvästra Skåne med Öresund 
- LEADER sydöstra Skåne 
- SydostLeader 
- Leader Gästrikebygden 
- West Mecklenburg Baltic Sea coast FLAG 
- Harju Kalandusühing 

 
The fisheries local action groups are part of an extensive co-operation network within the 
European Union, intending to promote the fishing industry using local resources. The fisheries 
local action groups work in broad co-operation with businesses, municipalities and organisations, 
and finance development projects in the fishing industry. The projects are funded through the 
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and various countries’ own funding. 
In addition, researchers from national research institutes such as National Research Institute LUKE 
in Finland, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences and Eesti Marine Institut. 
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