
The CLLD network of Lisbon is introducing 

a local currency to the city to anchor finan-

cial wealth in the community by support-

ing local businesses and creating a shared 

sense of place and purpose. 

Lisbon faces growing inequalities. Along-

side extremely dynamic neighbourhoods, 

lie pockets of urban poverty. As the wealth 

gap between rich and poor continues to widen, a large 

portion of the local population can no longer afford to live 

in their own city. A key challenge of the LAG is therefore to 

address this asymmetric growth and ensure the sustaina-

ble development and cohesion of the city.

Following a pilot in the Campolide Borough, the Lisbon 

CLLD network is working to upscale to city-level and be-

yond a local City Currency, “CC Lisboa”, for social and finan-

cial empowerment. It has brought together the national 

tourism board, the city council and the Borough of Cam-

polide to engage with local hotels, restaurants, shops and 

other businesses in order to co-design and promote the up-

take of this complementary currency. The currency would 

encourage tourists and locals alike to prioritise purchasing 

in establishments that adhere to the scheme, which are in 

turn afforded a social responsibility label thanks to their 

contribution to local producers, businesses and jobs. 

A local currency

CC Lisboa

“ A local currency to foster solidarity  
and create more inclusive communities.”Maria José Domingos, LAG Director
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Expected Results:

 ç Creation of a local currency

 ç Increase in local jobs and purchas-
ing power

 ç Reduction in poverty and social  
exclusion 

Total project cost: €500 000 
LAG (incl. ERDF): €90 000  
Tourism board: €300 000 
Lisbon municipality: €110 000
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Rede DLBC Lisboa, Associação 
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