
SILTA supports entrepreneurship among 

young people by providing a collaborative 

platform through which they can grow their 

business ideas and receive training, men-

toring and peer support.

Various business programmes exist for 

young people to trial their business ide-

as. However, at the end of most schemes, 

young entrepreneurs have insufficient support and ad-

vice to grow or even continue their businesses. A bridge 

(“SILTA” in Finnish) has been missing. 

The SILTA project developed an educational model, based 

on cooperative entrepreneurship. The project offers 

young people a community-based entrepreneurial plat-

form where they can implement their ideas, get support, 

develop their skills and network. Participating business-

es become members of a cooperative called Versosto, in 

which young entrepreneurs can run a business alone or 

in groups, receiving mentoring, training and encourage-

ment from others. Using a dedicated WhatsApp group 

and online communication, it is complemented with oc-

casional face-to-face meetings to brainstorm and hear 

from inspiring entrepreneurial examples. 

The model is easily transferable and its successful up-

take and growth shows the demand and value for such 

a network.

Cooperative for young entrepreneurs

SILTA

“ Versosto has supported me and my business with mentoring 
from experts and life skills development. It was a bit scary 
but with the support of Versosto I did it!”  

Member of Versosto
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KESKIPISTE-LEADER LAG

R E S U LT S

 ç €240 000 turnover for the coopera-
tive in year 1

 ç >60 members aged 16-21

 ç 15 businesses launched

 ç An increased interest in entrepre-
neurship and likelihood to remain  
in the area

Total project cost: €56 620 
LEADER (inc. EAFRD): €19 024 
Other public: €26 272 
Beneficiary: €11 324

Project Promoter  
Reisjärvi Christian College  
Ville Laitila 
https://silta.rkropisto.fi 
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