
Latvian FLAGs finance a study assessing the 

potential of shore seaweed collection and a 

management plan ensuring the sustainable 

exploitation of this resource.

There is currently no seaweed industry 

in Latvia, even though shore seaweed is 

abundant in many coastal areas. More-

over, when large quantities wash up on beaches, it can 

become a nuisance for locals and the tourism industry. 

This cooperation project by six Latvian FLAGs involves 

collaboration with a group of scientific experts to assess 

the viability of establishing a Latvian seaweed industry 

and developing a management plan for shore seaweed. 

It aims to help institutions, municipalities and entrepre-

neurs seize opportunities presented by the presence of 

seaweed, and to provide thorough scientific informa-

tion for guidelines to sustainably harvest the resource. 

The project included: data gathering; analysis and labo-

ratory testing; and the development of tools, maps and 

guidance for end users. It has led to the development 

of a national database, including the different types of 

seaweed present in Latvia; their location; potential uses; 

guidance for business development; and environmen-

tal advice and monitoring, including the identification 

of the nesting and feeding places of coastal birds. 

Safeguarding the local seaweed resource

Seaweed Assessment  
and Management Plan 
Along Latvia’s Coast

“ Thanks to this study, national and regional environmental 
protection authorities can now advise and guide potential 
entrepreneurs wishing to exploit this resource.”Ilze Turka, FLAG Manager
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PARTNERĪBA LAUKIEM JŪRAI FLAG

R E S U LT S

 ç Creation of a public database of  
Latvia’s seaweed resources

 ç Guidelines and system for use of 
shore seaweed 

Total project cost: €50 000 
FLAG (inc. EMFF): €50 000  

Project Promoter  
Partnerība Laukiem un Jūrai 
Ilze Turka

M O B I L I S I N G  K N O W L E D G E

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet2/on-the-ground/flag-factsheets/laukiem-jurai_en

