
With FLAG support, Lake Vättern Co-man-

agement Group helps local stakeholders 

sustainably manage fish resources in the 

EU’s fifth largest lake. 

To tackle competition between commer-

cial and recreational fisheries, a co-man-

agement group was set up in 2005. Togeth-

er, different stakeholders find ways to ensure the long-term, 

sustainable management of Lake Vättern’s fisheries, and 

make management more flexible and efficient.

The group, overseen by the Lake Vättern Society for Water 

Conservation, brings together commercial and subsistence 

fishermen, anglers, water owners, researchers, NGOs, and 

governmental authorities. Members form agreements on 

conserving the Lake’s fish, improving declining fish stocks, 

allocating limited fish resources among different categories, 

and discuss fisheries control measures and regulations. The 

group plays an advisory role to the national authority respon-

sible for fisheries management. It also functions as a platform 

for regional dialogue, which is important for implementing 

an ecosystem-based management (EBFM). Lake Vättern is 

today one of the best examples of EBFM in Sweden.

Meetings take place at least three times a year, hosted by 

a different municipality around the Lake. Cooperation be-

tween the co-management group and the FLAG helps local 

actors have more influence on fisheries management.

Managing fish and water resources collectively

Co-management  
of Lake Vättern

“ It is exciting and educational to work with fishermen,  
researchers and authorities to manage the resources  
of Lake Vättern.” 

Anders Rockler, Swedish Federation of Fishing Rights Owners
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LAKE VÄTTERN FLAG

R E S U LT S

 ç 3 protected areas set up

 ç Escape openings in crayfish traps 
introduced

 ç Enhanced compliance with 
regulations

 ç More transparent fisheries 
management

Total project cost: €195 000 
FLAG (inc. EMFF): €100 000 
Other public: €95 000 

Project Promoter  
The Lake Vättern Society  
of Water Conservation 
Karl-Magnus Johansson  
www.vattern.org/fisk-och-fiske/ 
sa-skots-fisket/
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