
A micro enterprise received LEADER support 

and turned a hobby into a revenue-generat-

ing business: using insects to produce pro-

tein flour for animal feed.

Currently most of the protein in animal 

feed comes from soybeans, the produc-

tion of which requires large areas of land 

and high water consumption. This micro enterprise re-

ceived support to establish a breeding and production 

facility for processing insects into protein flour. The pro-

ject’s vision was to become the first company in Denmark 

to produce insects on a large scale for animal feed.

In collaboration with the Danish Technological Institute, 

the Nature Agency and Hjørring Municipality, the com-

pany took the first step towards this new way of pro-

ducing animal feed that reduces environmental impacts 

through using waste products, such as food waste and 

degassed manure, as input for protein production

Demand for insects is now outgrowing supply and the 

business has high growth potential. It is a highly transfer-

rable model which can be replicated anywhere that has 

a connection with a biogas plant. It has demonstrated 

how CLLD support can nurture innovative, but risky ide-

as that may only need a small grant to get them started.

From food waste to animal protein

Breeding Insects  
from Food Waste

“ It’s impressive what you can get out of very little.  
A small portion of feed is enough to breed 2 000 crickets,  
giving me a sales value of €59.” 

Martin Dahl, MD ApS
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 ç A more environmentally sustaina-
ble approach to protein production 
launched

 ç Reduced imports of soybeans 

 ç 3 full-time jobs created 

Total project cost: €94 950 
LEADER (inc. EAFRD): €40 775 
Other public: €1 805 
Beneficiary: €52 370
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