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The Standard Eurobarometer 95 (EB95) survey was conducted from
14 June to 15 July 2021 in 39 countries or territories: the 27
Member States of the European Union (EU), the five candidate
countries (Albania, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia and
Turkey), the Turkish Cypriot Community in the part of the country
not controlled by the Government of the Republic of Cyprus as well
as in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iceland, Kosovo!, Norway,
Switzerland and in the United Kingdom.

The full report of the Standard Eurobarometer 95 survey consists
of several volumes. The first volume presents the results of general
questions about the state of public opinion in the European Union.
Four other volumes present Europeans’ opinions about the
following topics: the European Union’s priorities; European
citizenship and the European Union and the coronavirus pandemic.

The present volume analyses European citizens’ views on the
coronavirus pandemic. Covid-19 is a coronavirus, which surfaced in
Wuhan, China in December 2019, and has spread throughout the
world. The World Health Organization has declared the situation a
pandemic. Since 31 December 2019 and as of 5 August
2021, almost 200 million cases have been reported, including more
than 4.2 million deaths. There were around 59 million reported
cases in Europe at this time, including around 1.2 million deaths?2.
The European Union has been working to contain the spread of the
coronavirus, support national health systems, protect and save
lives, and counter the socio-economic impacts of the pandemic at
both national and EU level.

In May 2020, the European Commission proposed a revamped
long-term  EU budget boosted by ‘NextGenerationEU’, an
emergency recovery instrument, aimed to help repair the
immediate economic and social damage brought by the
coronavirus pandemic, kickstart the recovery and prepare for a
better future for the next generation. This was endorsed by the EU
heads of state or government in July 2020, and the agreement was
sealed with the European Parliament in November 2020, with final
adoption of the 2021-2027 Multiannual financial framework by the
Council of the European Union in December 20203.

The European Commission has secured up to 4.6 billion doses of
Covid-19 vaccines so far and negotiations are underway for
additional doses. Vaccine deliveries to EU countries have increased
steadily and vaccination is gathering pace. The EU is committed to
ensuring that safe vaccines reach all corners of the world. The
Commission and EU countries have pledged close to €3 billion to
COVAYX, the global initiative aimed at ensuring equitable access to
Covid-19 vaccines, and are supporting vaccination campaigns in
partner countries®.

1 This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line
with UNSCR 1244/99 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of
independence.

2 https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/geographical-distribution-2019-ncov-
cases. Accessed 6 August 2021

This volume approaches the topic of the coronavirus pandemic
through the following issues:

= Attitudes towards the national response: Are Europeans
satisfied with the measures taken by national
governments to fight the coronavirus pandemic? Were
the measures taken by public authorities justified?

=  Attitudes towards the EU response: Are Europeans
satisfied with the measures taken by the EU? What do
Europeans think should be the EU’s priorities in its
response to the coronavirus pandemic? How much do
Europeans trust the EU to make the right decisions in the
future? Should the EU be given the means to better deal
in the future with crises such as the coronavirus
pandemic?

= Impact of the coronavirus pandemic: What are
Europeans’ expectations for economic recovery in their
country? How serious are the economic consequences
for EU Member States? How effective s
‘NextGenerationEU’ in responding to the economic
effects of the coronavirus pandemic? How serious are the
personal financial consequences for Europeans? How did
Europeans respond to confinement measures and other
measures introduced during the pandemic?

= Attitudes towards Covid-19 vaccination and vaccines:
Have Europeans already been vaccinated and (if not)
when would they like to be vaccinated?

3 https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/eu-budget/eu-long-term-
budget/2021-2027 en. Accessed 6 August 2021

4 https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/coronavirus-
response/safe-covid-19-vaccines-europeans_en#information-about-
vaccination-in-the-eu. Accessed 6 August 2021
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Methodology used for this survey

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, in some countries alternative
interview modes to face-to-face were necessary as a result of the
situation.

When possible, the methodology used was that of the Standard
Eurobarometer surveys carried out by the Directorate-General for
Communication (“Media monitoring and Eurobarometer” Unit)5 6.

Following the EU General Data Protection Regulation’ (GDPR),
respondents were asked whether or not they would agree to be
asked questions on issues that could be considered “sensitive”.

Note: In this report, EU countries are referred to by their official
abbreviation. The abbreviations used in this report correspond to:

Belgium BE Lithuania LT
Bulgaria BG Luxembourg LU
Czechia cz Hungary HU
Denmark DK Malta MT
Germany DE Netherlands NL
Estonia EE Austria AT
Ireland IE Poland PL
Greece EL Portugal PT
Spain ES Romania RO
France EN Slovenia Sl
Croatia HR  Slovakia SK
Italy IT Finland FI
Republic of Cyprus  CY* Sweden SE
Latvia LV
Turkish Cypriot cYy
Community (tec)
Albania AL Turkey TR
Montenegro ME  Serbia RS
North Macedonia MK
Bosnia and BA Norway NO
Herzegovina
Iceland IS Switzerland CH
Kosovo8 XK The United UK
Kingdom
European Union -
weighted average for the EU27

27 Member States of the
European Union

BE, FR, IT, LU, DE, AT, ES,
PT, IE, NL, FI, EL, EE, SI, Euro area
CY, MT, SK, LV, LT

BG, CZ, DK, HR, HU, PL,

RO, SE Outside euro area

5https://www.europa.eu/eurobarometer

5The results tables are annexed. It should be noted that the total of the
percentages indicated in the tables in this report may exceed 100% when
the respondent was able to choose several answers to the same question.

* Cyprus as a whole is one of the 27 European Union Member
States. However, the ‘acquis communautaire’ has been suspended
in the part of the country which is not controlled by the government
of the Republic of Cyprus. For practical reasons, only the interviews
carried out in the part of the country controlled by the government
of the Republic of Cyprus are included in the ‘CY’ category and in
the EU27 average.

We wish to thank the people throughout the European
Union who have given their time to take part in this
survey.

Without their active participation, this study would not
have been possible.

72016/679

8 This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line
with UNSCR 1244/99 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of
independence.
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. ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE NATIONAL
RESPONSES




Standard Eurobarometer 95
The EU and the coronavirus pandemic

Spring - 2021

Europeans have become more satisfied with the measures
taken by the national governments, the EU and local
authorities

Since the winter 2020-2021 Standard Eurobarometer survey u
(EB94), there has been an improvement in satisfaction with the
measures taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic. This applies to
measures taken by the national governments, the EU and regional
or local authorities. Satisfaction with the response by the national

Around six in ten respondents (61%) are satisfied with the
measures taken by regional and local authorities in their
country (+9 percentage points since winter 2020-2021). There
has been a corresponding fall in dissatisfaction, with 36%
dissatisfied (-9)°.

governments remains at a similar level to satisfaction with the EU B Just over half of Europeans (53%) are satisfied with the
response. measures taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic by their
national government (+10), while just under half (46%) are
dissatisfied (-10).
B Around half (51%) are satisfied with the measures taken by the
EU to fight the coronavirus pandemic (+8), while around four in
ten (41%) are dissatisfied (-8)2°.
QA13 In general, how satisfied are you with the measures taken to fight the
coronavirus pandemic by ....?
(% - EU)
REGIONAL AND Il 12 49 e e
LOCAL AUTHORITIES . - l I
IN (OUR COUNTRY) |2 4 3 e |3
THE (NaTIoNALTY) 22 T +2 a1 s |2
GOVERNMENT g i 3 2 |
8 43 29 12 @8
THE EUROPEAN UNION I - . I
Is 38 33 s Pe
Spring 2021 | | [ | | =
Winter 2020/2021 [ | [ |
Very Fairly Not very Not Don't
satisfied  satisfied  satisfied at all know
satisfied
9QA13. In general, how satisfied are you with the measures taken to fight 10 The detailed analysis of this item is in the next chapter.

the coronavirus pandemic by: 1) the (NATIONALITY) government. 2)
Regional and local authorities in (OUR COUNTRY). 3) The European Union.
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Around six in ten Europeans (61%) are satisfied with the measures
taken by regional and local authorities in their country to fight the
coronavirus pandemic (+9 percentage points since winter
2021/21). This includes 12% who are ‘very satisfied’ (+3) and 49%
who are ‘fairly satisfied’ (+6). Just over a third (36%) say they are
not satisfied (-9), including 26% who are ‘not very satisfied’ (-5) and
10% who are ‘not at all satisfied’ (-4).

QA13.2 In general, how satisfied are you with the measures taken to fight the coronavirus
pandemic by ....?7
Regional and local authorities in (OUR COUNTRY) (% - EU)

Don't know Very satisfied

Not at all satisfied_ 3¢ ), 12 (+3)
10 (-4) I ‘
___Fairly satisfied

_— 49 (+6)

(Spring 2021 - Winter 2020/2021)

In 24 EU Member States, a majority of respondents are satisfied
with the measures taken by regional and local authorities in their
country, most notably in Denmark (88%), Luxembourg (82%),
Finland (78%), the Netherlands (72%) and Portugal (71%). A
majority are not satisfied in the three remaining Member States:
Greece (52%), Latvia (51%) and Slovenia (50%).

QA13.2 In general, how satisfied are you with the measures taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic by ....?
Regional and local authorities in (OUR COUNTRY) (%)

4 0 5 2 0 2 l 0 6 10 1 0 i 0 5 3 o 4 5

-22- 30 59 32- 33 34 36 37 -

4I IIIII 34 36
71 70 g9 68 68 67 66 66 66 64 63
IIIIII IIiSOL‘l8
H— el =l - B g =Sy BN IR _BERNIE N W SR Rl LR R N Rl

DK LU FI NL PT SE AT HU BE PL MT DE IE EE CY FREU27 LT CZ BG ES RO SK IT HR SI
M Total 'Satisfied' M Total ‘Not satisfied' M Don't know

2 2
I
43

2

1 1 1
47 49

1
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Respondents in Denmark are most likely to be ‘very satisfied” with Respondents in Slovakia, Slovenia and Latvia are most likely to say
the measures taken by regional and local authorities in their they are ‘not at all satisfied’ (18% in all three countries), followed
country (49%), followed by those in Luxembourg (31%), Austria by those in Greece (15%), Italy and Croatia (14% in both). Very small
(22%) and Hungary (20%). Respondents are least likely to be ‘very proportions say they are ‘not at all satisfied’ in Denmark, Malta (2%
satisfied’ in Portugal (3%) and Latvia (4%). in both) and Portugal (3%).

QA13.2 In general, how satisfied are you with the measures taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic by ....?7
Regional and local authorities in (OUR COUNTRY) (%)

1 4 0 5 2 o0 2 1 0 6 10 1 o 0 O 5 3 0 4 5 1 4
— e —_—— T . — — = —
27:?3;97g?.912813-1012??10 Y
L | —_— 2
9318-24 Zs-gg-—-.-. | [}
18 20 22 22 24 5 26 29 57 29 33
39 33
>/ 68 54 47 43 53
54 50 57
45 52 49 55 o 26 47
22
18 16 I 20 16 0
S [T F :
HE_ [l clainans —
] += Bz =l 'I®=m= - 1= b= —
DK LU F PT SE AT HU BE PL MT DE IE EE CY FREU27 LT CZ BG ES v
M Very satisfied [ Fairly satisfied 4 Not very satisfied M Not at all satisfied M Don't know
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In the socio-demographic data, the proportions that are satisfied
with the measures taken by regional and local authorities are
highest among Europeans aged 55 or over (65%), respondents who
remained in education until the age of 20 or after (64%), managers
(66%), retired respondents (68%), other white collar workers (64%),
people who rarely or never have difficulties paying bills (66%) and
respondents who consider themselves as belonging to the upper
middle class (70%) of society.

By contrast, the proportions that are not satisfied are highest
among unemployed respondents (48%) and people who have
difficulties paying their bills most of the time (56%).

QA13.2 In general, how satisfied are you with the
measures taken to fight the coronavirus
pandemic by ....?

Regional and local authorities in (OUR
COUNTRY) (% - EU)

o
5 &
L R =
& ® IS
© 2 -~
» ] x
= z 5
ks = o
= ©
L2
EU27 61 3
Man
Woman
15 24 4
25-39 57 40 3
40-54 60 38 2
55 + 3
M Education (End of)
15- 3
16-19 60 38 2
20+ 64 33 3
Still studying 4

H Socio-professional category

Self-employed 3
Managers 66 32 2
Other white collars 64 34 2
Manual workers 58 40 2
House persons 56 41 3
Unemployed 48 48 4
Retired 68 29 3
Students 4

M Difficulties paying bills

Most of the time
From time to time 55 43
Almost never/ Never 66

B} Consider belonging to

S

The working class 3
The lower middle class 58 40 2
The middle class 64 34 2
The upper middle class 70 28 2

1

The upper class 61 38
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Just over half of Europeans (53%) are satisfied with the measures . ) ) )

X K . i i QA13.1 In general, how satisfied are you with the measures taken to fight the coronavirus
taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic by their national pandemic by .7
government (+10 percentage points since winter 2020-2021). This The (NATIONALITY) government (% - EU)

includes 11% who are ‘very satisfied’ (+3) and 42% who are ‘fairly Don't know Very satisfied

satisfied’ (+7). Just under half of respondents are dissatisfied (46%, Not agg”(sg)“ﬁed (=) 11 (+3)
-10), including 15% who are ‘not at all satisfied’ (-6). I

A majority of respondents are satisfied with the measures taken by

their national government in 18 EU Member States, most notably

in Denmark (85%), Luxembourg (84%), the Netherlands (74%) and

Finland (73%). In France, there is an even balance of positive and

negative ratings (49% satisfied, 49% not satisfied), while —
respondents are predominantly negative rather than positive in the

remaining eight Member States. The highest levels of

dissatisfaction are observed in Latvia (64%), Slovakia (63%),

Slovenia (62%) and Spain (60%).

___Fairly satisfied
42 (+7)

(Spring 2021 - Winter 2020/2021)

QA13.1 In general, how satisfied are you with the measures taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic by ....7
The (NATIONALITY) government (%)

o 0 0 o 3 1 0 0 O 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 5 1 6 1 0 0 1 0 1 1
T IE op oo MmO o T o 0 a1 a4 o R H - o o - =
15 16 26 27 Jg 31 33 36 38 38 38 39 41 44 44 45 46 57 59 60 62 63 64

85

84

2
—

2
—
52

51
HR

74
64 62 61 61 61 o
6 55 54 53 53
o0 49 48 ¢
13 41

IIIII I Iii36 35
im e ITHINNGEIID DS @ N B amll I Ee T ieee =

RO

DK LU NL FI MT PT IE SE BE AT HU EE CY LT DE IT PLEU27BG FR
l Total 'Satisfied' [l Total 'Not satisfied’ M Don't know

EL CZ ES SI SK LV
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Respondents in Denmark are particularly likely to be ‘very satisfied’
with the measures taken by their national government (49%),
followed by those in Luxembourg (35%), Malta (25%) and Finland
(23%). By contrast, only a very small proportion of respondents are
‘very satisfied’ in Portugal (3%), Slovakia (4%) and Latvia (5%).

QA13.1 In general, how satisfied are you with the measures taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic by ....?7

The (NATIONALITY) government (%)

11 10 13 11

25 28 o 27 30

4950 44 42 53 4

—R——a ol B R .
DK LU NL

B Very satisfied M Fairly satisfied

In all 27 Member States, there has been an increase in satisfaction
since winter 2020-2021 with the measures taken by the national
government. The largest increases are observed in Portugal (68%,

+19 percentage points), Poland (53%, +17), Czechia (41%, +17),

Malta (69%, +16), Estonia (61%, +16) and ltaly (54%, +15).

1 s 16 2 1.2 00 1 011
ii12141311-1 17 16 22 24 20 21 28 25
2l LITLLIN L]

29 3L 32 31 34 36 50 S8 4
353539

4 Not very satisfied

In three EU Member States, a quarter of respondents or more are
‘not at all satisfied’: Slovakia (28%), Slovenia (27%) and Latvia
(25%). Only a very small proportion of respondents are ‘not at all
satisfied’ in Denmark and Portugal (3% in both) and Malta (5%).

46 44 43 43 42

40 42 41 34
IIIIII I33 33
719 19 I II

10 11 11 10 11 10 8

1> 1)

(T ll IIIIIII--II-
EEII=E=I1E1E
FI MT PT IE SE BE AT HU EE CY LT DE IT PLEU27BG FR HR RO EL CZ ES SI SK LV

I“I i~

M Not at all satisfied M Don't know

There have been relatively small increases in Croatia (48%, +3),
Bulgaria (50%, +3), Germany (55%, +3) and the Netherlands (74%,

+3).
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QA13.1 In general, how satisfied are you with the measures taken to fight the
coronavirus pandemic by ....?
The (NATIONALITY) government (%)

. - 3 -
3 . S )G . S z
£ 55 8 39 :
A SRS 5 Q8 =
— o N z o N 5
2 = — v g [a

2 = 2 =2

[

Ev27 53 A 10 46 \ A0 1
PT 68 A 19 31 Y 20 1
PL 53 A 17 42 VY19 5
CZ b 41 A 17 59 V17 0
MT IR 69 A 16 28 VY 16 3
EE 61 A 16 39 VY 16 0
T K1 54 A 15 45 \ BE] 1
[ 67 A 14 33 V14 0
AT e 61 A 14 38 V14 1
VAR — 35 A 14 64 \ B 1
FR 11 49 A 13 49 \ BE! 2
BE B 62 A 12 38 \ AP 0
LU [ 84 A 11 16 V11 0
SK 36 A 11 63 \ AV 1
HU 61 Ao 38 Yo 1
ES Em 39 Ao 60 Yo 1
S 38 A7 62 V7 0
DK omm 85 A6 15 \ B3 0
cYy |= 59 A6 41 \ A3 0
FI 73 A4 27 V4 0
SE am 64 A4 36 V4 0
LT = 56 A4 44 V4 0
RO 11 46 A 4 52 \ A 2
L = 43 A4 57 Va4 0
NL 74 A3 26 V3 0
DE Em 55 A3 44 V3 1
BG 50 A3 44 \ 3 6
HR 48 A3 51 V3 1
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In the socio-demographic data, the proportions that are satisfied
with the measures taken by the national governments are highest
among Europeans aged 55 or over (58%), respondents who
remained in education until the age of 20 or after (57%), managers
(58%), retired respondents (60%), people who rarely or never have
difficulties paying bills (58%) and respondents who consider
themselves as belonging to the upper middle class (63%) of society.

By contrast, the proportions that are not satisfied are highest
among unemployed respondents (58%), people who have
difficulties paying their bills most of the time (64%) and those who
consider themselves as belonging to the working class or lower
middle class of society (52% for both).

QA13.1 In general, how satisfied are you with the
measures taken to fight the coronavirus
pandemic by ....?

The (NATIONALITY) government
(% - EU)
hel
R ® 2
o 2 =~
2003 3
2

EU27 53 46 1

Man 53 46 1

Woman 53 45 2

15-24 49 49 2

25-39 48 50 2

40-54 51 48 1

55 + 58 41 1

15- 50 48 2

16-19 52 47 1

20+ 57 42 1

Still studying 50 48 2

Self-employed 51 48 1

Managers 58 41 1

Other white collars 55 44 1

Manual workers 48 51 1

House persons 50 49 1

Unemployed 40 58 2

Retired 60 38 2

Students 50 48 2

Most of the time 34 64 2

From time to time 47 51 2

Almost never/ Never 58 41 1

The working class 46 52 2

The lower middle class 47 52 1

The middle class 57 42 1

The upper middle class 63 36 1

The upper class 54 46 0
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Around three-quarters of Europeans continue to feel that
restriction measures have been justified

Around three in four Europeans (74%, +1 percentage point since
winter 2020-2021) say that the restriction measures taken by public
authorities in their country to fight the coronavirus and its effects
were justified, either ‘absolutely justified’ (27%, =) or ‘somewhat
justified’ (47%, +1). By contrast, a quarter of respondents (25%, -1)
say that restriction measures were not justified; specifically 19% (=)
say they were ‘not very justified’ and 6% (-1) ‘not at all justified’11.

In 26 EU Member States, a majority of respondents feel that
restriction measures in their country were justified, most notably in
Sweden (91%), Denmark and Malta (88% in both), the Netherlands
(87%) and Finland (86%). In Sweden, six in ten respondents (60%)
say that the measures were ‘absolutely justified’ and this
proportion is also high in Finland (46%), Ireland (45%), Denmark
(44%) and the Netherlands (43%).

Slovenia is the only Member State where the prevailing view is that
restriction measures were not justified (46% justified vs 53% not
justified). More than four in ten respondents say the measures
were not justified in Latvia (46%), Greece and Romania (44% in both
countries).

QA19 Thinking about the restriction measures taken by the public authorities in (OUR
COUNTRY) to fight the Coronavirus and its effects, would you say that they were...
(% - EU)
Not at all justified
6(-1)

___Don't know
) 1(=)

__Absolutely
— justified
27 (=)

Somewhat
justified

47 (+1)
(Spring 2021 - Winter 2020/2021)

In 13 EU Member States, there has been an increase
since winter 2020-2021 in the proportion that feel restriction
measures in their country were justified. The largest increases are
observed in Malta (88%, +11 percentage points), Latvia (53%, +10),
France (69%, +7) and Poland (66%, +7). There has been a decrease
in 12 Member states, most notably Romania (54%, -6), Czechia
(63%, -5) and Ireland (83%, -5). There has been no change in two
countries: Austria (65%) and Slovakia (59%).

QA19 Thinking about the restriction measures taken by the public authorities in (OUR COUNTRY) to fight the coronavirus

and its effects, would you say that they were...

(%)
2 2 1 0 1 0 2 0 4 2 1 1 1
—— e e o g —— —— —_
5 4 4 5 [ 9 8 9 6 12 g 12 17 15
b ELEY EY LT T T
16 17 1919 21 22 23 51 24 o
§ : 2
43 52 46 47 39
37
I 40 44 33
32
24 29 o7 2 28
U A et
=l = =Einmnme - [ = Ell=i=
MT NL FI DE IE EE ES PT IT BEEU27CY FR HR BG LT PL AT CZ SK EL RO Lv SI
M Absolutely justified M Somewhat justified A Not very justified M Not at all justified W Don't know

1 QA19. Thinking about the restriction measures taken by the public
authorities in (OUR COUNTRY) to fight the coronavirus and its effects, would
you say that they were...
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The socio-demographic data show that, in all groups, the prevailing
view is that the restriction measures taken by public authorities in
their country to fight the coronavirus and its effects were justified.
This view is held most strongly by respondents aged 55 or over
(78%), respondents who remained in education until the age of 20
or after (77%), managers (79%), retired respondents (79%), those
who never or almost never have difficulties paying bills (78%) and
respondents who consider themselves as belonging to the upper
middle class (82%) of society.

The proportions that say restriction measures were not justified are
highest among those aged 25-39 (29%), manual workers (31%),
unemployed respondents (34%) and those who have difficulties
paying their bills most of the time (44%).

QA19 Thinking about the restriction measures
taken by the public authorities in (OUR
COUNTRY) to fight the coronavirus and its
effects, would you say that they were...

(% - EU)

. ¥

E % 3

g 2 ¢

= > c

[ - ]

g 3 8

2

EU27 74 25 1
Man 74 25 1
Woman 75 24 1
B Age
15-24 73 26 1
25-39 70 29 1
40-54 73 26 1
55 + 78 21 1
15- 72 26 2
16-19 72 27 1
20+ 77 22 1
Still studying 77 22 1
Self-employed 70 29 1
Managers 79 20 1
Other white collars 76 23 1
Manual workers 68 31 1
House persons 72 26 2
Unemployed 64 34 2
Retired 79 20 1
Students 77 22 1
Most of the time 53 44 3
From time to time 68 31 1
Almost never/ Never 78 21 1

E Consider belonging to

The working class 71 27 2
The lower middle class 70 29 1
The middle class 75 24 1
The upper middle class 82 17 1
The upper class 74 26 0
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There has been an increase in satisfaction with the measures
taken by the EU to fight the coronavirus pandemic

Around half of Europeans say they are satisfied with the measures ~ QA13.3 In general, how satisfied are you with the measures taken to fight the coronavirus
pandemic by ....?

taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic by the European Union12:
The European Union (% - EU)

51% are satisfied (+8 percentage points since winter 2020-2021),

including 8% who are ‘very satisfied’ (+3). A declining proportion of Dogt(tjow\ Verés(it-i;ﬁed
respondents are not satisfied (41%, -8), including 12% (-4) who are \
‘not at all satisfied’. Not at all satisfied

12 (-4)

____Fairly satisfied

43 (+5)
(Spring 2021 - Winter 2020/2021)

In 21 EU Member States, respondents are more likely to be satisfied Further analysis shows that the more people trust the EU overall,
than not satisfied with the measures taken by the EU. Respondents the more satisfied they are with the measures taken by the EU to
are most likely to be satisfied in Malta (73%), Ireland (72%), fight the pandemic. In countries such as Ireland and Portugal, there
Portugal (70%) and Lithuania (69%). Respondents are are high levels of trust of the EU, alongside high levels of
predominantly negative rather than positive in five countries: satisfaction with the measures taken. By contrast, low ratings on
Greece (58% not satisfied), Slovakia (51%), Czechia (50%), Germany both measures can be observed in countries such as France and
and Luxembourg (49% in both countries). Equal proportions of Greece.
respondents are satisfied and not satisfied in Austria (48% for
both).

QA13.3 In general, how satisfied are you with the measures taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic by ...7
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12QA13.3 In general, how satisfied are you with the measures taken to fight
the coronavirus pandemic by the European Union?
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Since winter 2020-2021, satisfaction with the measures taken by
the EU has increased in 24 Member States, most sharply in Malta
(73%, +18), Ireland (72%, +16), Belgium (53%, +14) and Finland

(58%, +13).

QA13.3

There are two countries where the proportion of satisfied
respondents has decreased since winter 2020-2021: Slovenia (51%,
-4) and Denmark (65%, -3). It is worth noting that in Denmark there
has also been a decrease in the proportion that are not satisfied
(also -3).

In Croatia, the proportion of satisfied respondents has remained
unchanged (55%).

In general, how satisfied are you with the measures taken to fight the

coronavirus pandemic by

?
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The socio-demographic data show broadly consistent levels of
satisfaction with the measures taken by the EU. Satisfaction is
highest among 15-24 year olds (53%), respondents who remained
in education until the age of 20 or after (53%), managers (53%),
white collar workers (56%), students (54%) and those who rarely or
never have difficulties paying bills (53%).

The proportions that are not satisfied are highest among
unemployed respondents (49%), self-employed respondents (47%),
people who have difficulties paying bills most of the time (55%) and
those who consider themselves as belonging to the lower middle
class (47%) of society.

In addition, attitudes strongly reflect the overall image that people
have of the EU. Among those that hold a positive image of the EU,
the majority (70%) are satisfied with the measures taken to fight
the pandemic, while 24% are not satisfied. By contrast, those that
hold a negative image of the EU are mostly not satisfied with
measures (78%), with 18% satisfied.

QA13.3 In general, how satisfied are you
with the measures taken to fight
the coronavirus pandemic by ....?
The European Union (% - EU)
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EU27 51 41 8
Man 50 44 6
Woman 51 39 10
15-24 53 37 10
25-39 51 42 7
40-54 51 43 6
55 + 49 41 10
E,] Education (End of)
15- 44 44 12
16-19 50 43 7
20+ 53 40 7
Still studying 54 36 10
Self-employed 48 47 5
Managers 53 41 6
Other white collars 56 38 6
Manual workers 50 44 6
House persons 46 39 15
Unemployed 42 49 9
Retired 48 41 11
Students 54 36 10
Most of the time 36 55 9
From time to time 48 45 7
Almost never/ Never 53 39 8
The working class 45 44 11
The lower middle class 45 47 8
The middle class 54 40 6
The upper middle class 54 37 9
The upper class 55 36 9
Total 'Positive’ 70 24 6
Neutral 40 49 11

Total 'Negative' 18 78 4
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Europeans now think that the main priority for the EU in
response to the pandemic is to establish a European strategy
for facing a similar crisis in the future

Choosing up to three items from a list of 12, respondents were
asked what should be the EU’s priorities in its response to the
coronavirus pandemic®3.

In first position, a third of Europeans (33%) think that the EU should
prioritise establishing a European strategy for facing a similar crisis
in the future (+5 percentage points since winter 2020-2021). This is
closely followed by the next highest priority, ensuring rapid access
to safe and effective vaccines to all EU citizens (30%, -6).

The next highest priorities, chosen by around one in four, are to
invest more money to develop treatments and vaccines (26%, +1),
develop a European health policy (25%, -2), support the global
response to coronavirus to ensure universal access to a vaccine or
treatment (24%, =) and enable the EU Member States to support

businesses and workers affected by the pandemic (23%, =).

Just under one in five respondents would prioritise enforcing
stricter control of the EU’s external borders for countries most
affected by the pandemic (19%, +1), encouraging the relocation of
industries back to the EU from abroad (17%, +3) and ensuring the
management and coordination of a stockpile of strategic medical
equipment common to the EU Member States (17%, +2). Around
one in seven would prioritise implementing the EU recovery plan
(15%, new item) and encouraging coordination and solidarity both
among the EU Member States and with our neighbours (15%, +1).
One in ten say that a priority should be to coordinate travel
possibilities within the EU (10%, =).

QA14 And what should the EU prioritise in its response to the coronavirus pandemic? (MAX. 3 ANSWERS)

Sprin
~

(% - EU)

ESTABLISH A EUROPEAN STRATEGY FOR FACING
A SIMILAR CRISIS IN THE FUTURE

ENSURE RAPID ACCESS TO SAFE AND EFFECTIVE VACCINES
TO ALL EU CITIZENS

INVEST MORE MONEY TO DEVELOP
TREATMENTS AND VACCINES

DEVELOP A EUROPEAN HEALTH POLICY

SUPPORT A GLOBAL RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS TO ENSURE
UNIVERSAL ACCESS TO A VACCINE OR TREATMENT

ENABLE THE EU MEMBER STATES TO SUPPORT BUSINESSES
AND WORKERS AFFECTED BY THE PANDEMIC

ENFORCE A STRICTER CONTROL OF THE EU'S
EXTERNAL BORDERS FOR COUNTRIES MOST
AFFECTED BY THE PANDEMIC*

ENCOURAGE THE RELOCATION OF INDUSTRIES
BACK TO THE EU FROM ABROAD

ENSURE THE MANAGEMENT AND COORDINATION
OF A STOCKPILE OF STRATEGIC MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
COMMON TO THE EU MEMBER STATES

IMPLEMENT THE EU RECOVERY PLAN
‘NEXTGENERATIONEU' FOR A SUSTAINABLE
AND FAIR ECONOMY**

ENCOURAGE COORDINATION AND SOLIDARITY BOTH
BETWEEN THE EU MEMBER STATES
AND WITH OUR NEIGHBOURS

COORDINATE POSSIBILITIES FOR TRAVEL
g 2021 WITHIN THE EU*
I
|

“Winter 2020/2021
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*In ST94, the item was: “Enforce a stricter control of the external borders of the EU”

**New item

***|n ST94, the item was: “Coordinate possible restrictions to the free movement of people between EU Member State”

13QA14 And what should the European Union now prioritise in its response
to the coronavirus pandemic?
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In 14 EU Member States, establishing a European strategy for
facing a similar crisis in the future is seen as the highest (or joint
highest) priority for the EU in its response to the coronavirus
pandemic. This is most frequently mentioned by respondents in
Sweden (50%), Belgium (48%), the Netherlands (46%) and Denmark
(45%).

Ensuring rapid access to safe and effective vaccines to all EU
citizens is the top (or joint top) priority in eight Member States. The
highest proportions are observed in Finland (45%), Portugal (43%),
Denmark and Ireland (both 42%).

In Portugal (53%), the top priority is to invest more money to
develop treatments and vaccines. This is also chosen by around a
third of respondents in Cyprus (35%), Greece (33%), Croatia and
Malta (32% in both countries).

Respondents are most likely to want the EU to prioritise developing
a European health policy in Cyprus (32%), Greece (31%) and Italy
(30%).

Respondents in Ireland (41%), Portugal (39%), Denmark and
Sweden (37% in both) are most likely to prioritise support for the
global response to coronavirus to ensure universal access to a
vaccine or treatment.

In five countries, the top (or joint top) priority is to enable the EU
Member States to support businesses and workers affected by the
pandemic. The highest proportions choosing this option are
observed in Greece (50%), Cyprus (43%) and Croatia (36%).

In Slovakia (31%) and Lithuania (28%), the highest (or joint highest)
priority is to enforce a stricter control of the EU’s external borders
for countries most affected by the pandemic. This is also a popular
option in Finland (34%), Estonia, Greece and Malta (28% in all three
countries).

Respondents in Belgium (27%), France, Austria (24% in both) and
Luxembourg (23%) are most likely to prioritise encouraging the
relocation of industries back to the EU from abroad.

Ensuring the management and coordination of a stockpile of
strategic medical equipment common to the EU Member States is
most frequently mentioned by respondents in Sweden (26%) and
the Netherlands (25%).

Implementation of the EU recovery plan is mentioned most
frequently by respondents in Belgium (26%), Croatia (25%) and
Slovenia (24%).

Encouraging coordination and solidarity both between the EU
Member States and with our neighbours is most popular among
respondents in Sweden and Luxembourg (23% in both countries).

Coordinating possibilities for travel within the EU is mentioned
most frequently by respondents in Sweden (38%), followed by
those in Slovenia and Slovakia (20% in both countries).
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Establish a European strategy for facing
a similar crisis in the future
Ensure rapid access to safe and
effective vaccines to all EU citizens
Invest more money to develop
treatments and vaccines
Develop a European health policy
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The socio-demographic data show that establishing a European those who consider themselves as belonging either to the upper
strategy for facing a similar crisis in the future is seen as the main class (39%) or working class (33%) of society.
priority for the EU among most groups. It is most likely to be chosen
by respondents who stayed in education until the age of 20 or Among respondents who have difficulties paying their bills most of
beyond (37%), managers (39%), students (37%) and those who their time, the top priority is to enable the EU Member States to
consider themselves as belonging to the upper middle class of support businesses and workers affected by the pandemic (32%).

society (40%).

For some groups, however, the top priority is ensuring rapid access
to safe and effective vaccines to all EU citizens: respondents aged
55 or over (33%), those who left education at the age of 15 or
before (35%), retired respondents (34%), house persons (34%) and

QA14 And what should the EU prioritise in its response to the coronavirus pandemic? (MAX. 3 ANSWERS)
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™ Socio-professional category
Self-employed 33 28 26 25 25 28 19 14 19 18 12 9
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=i Difficulties paying bills
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B Consider belonging to
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An increasing proportion of Europeans trust the EU to make the
right decisions in the future in its response to the coronavirus
pandemic

The majority of Europeans say they trust the EU to make the right
decisions in the future, in light of the response to the coronavirus
pandemic, and this proportion has increased since winter 2020-
2021. Around two in three (65%) say they trust the EU (+6
percentage points), including 7% who ‘totally trust’ the EU (+2).
However, around one in three respondents (32%) do not trust the
EU (-7), including 6% who ‘do not trust it at all’ (-3)14.

In all 27 EU Member States, a majority of respondents say they trust
the EU to make the right decisions in the future. The proportion is
highest in Portugal (85%), Malta (82%), Ireland (79%), Denmark
(77%), Hungary (76%) and Spain (75%). Respondents in Austria
(15%), Bulgaria (14%), Denmark (13%) and Cyprus (12%) are most
likely to say that they ‘totally trust’ the EU to make the right
decisions in the future.

QA15 Thinking about EU's response to the coronavirus pandemic, to what extent do you trust or
not the EU to make the right decisions in the future?
(% - EV)

Do not trust at all Don't know

6(-3) 3(+V

(Spring 2021 - Winter 2020/2021)

Totally trust
7 (+2)

____Tendto trust

- 58 (+4)

Respondents are most likely to say that they do not trust the EU to
make the right decisions in the future in Greece (48%), Czechia,
Austria (42% in both), Germany, Slovenia and Slovakia (41% in all
three countries). The highest proportions of respondents that do
not trust the EU ‘at all’ are observed in Greece (12%), France,
Slovakia (11% in both), Austria, Czechia and Luxembourg (10% in all
three countries).
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Since winter 2020-2021, trust in the EU has increased in 21 Member The largest increases in trust can be observed in Luxembourg (63%,
States and has deteriorated in five countries. There has been no +11 percentage points), Czechia (58%, +11), France (61%, +10) and
change in the proportion that trust the EU to make the right Austria (56%, +10). Trust in the EU has declined the most in the
decisions in the future in Croatia (71%). Netherlands (64%, -4) and Portugal (85%, -4).

QA15 Thinking about EU's response to the coronavirus pandemic, to what extent do
you trust or not the EU to make the right decisions in the future?
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The socio-demographic data show that a majority of respondents
in all categories say they trust the EU to make the right decisions in
the future. The proportions that trust the EU are highest among
respondents aged 15-24 (69%), those who remained in education
until the age of 20 or beyond (68%), managers (68%), white collar
workers (70%), students (74%) and those who never or almost
never have difficulties paying bills (69%).

Respondents are most likely to say that they do not trust the EU to
make the right decisions in the future if they are unemployed
(41%), have difficulties paying bills most of the time (48%) or if they
consider themselves as belonging to the lower middle class (39%)
in society.

QA15  Thinking about EU's response to the
coronavirus pandemic, to what extent do
you trust or not the EU to make the right
decisions in the future?
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Woman 64 33 3
15-24 69 28 3
25-39 64 34 2
40-54 65 33 2
55 + 64 33 3
k1 Education (End of)
15- 63 33 4
16-19 61 36 3
20+ 68 30 2
Still studying 74 23 3
Self-employed 63 35 2
Managers 68 31 1
Other white collars 70 28 2
Manual workers 61 37 2
House persons 57 38 5
Unemployed 55 41 4
Retired 65 32 3
Students 74 23 3
Most of the time 49 48 3
From time to time 60 38
Almost never/ Never 69 28 3
The working class 61 35 4
The lower middle class 59 39 2
The middle class 68 31 1
The upper middle class 69 29 2
The upper class 70 30 0
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A clear majority of Europeans continue to say that the EU
should be given the means to better deal with crises in the
future

Respondents were asked whether they agree or disagree with a
number of statements about the financial and economic
implications of the coronavirus pandemic?®.

A large majority of Europeans (90%) agree that ‘the coronavirus
pandemic has serious economic consequences for their country’16,
including 53% who ‘totally agree’. There has been a slight decrease
in agreement since winter 2020-2021 (-3 percentage points), and in
particular a decrease in ‘total agreement’ (-10). Just 9% disagree
that the pandemic has serious economic consequences for their
country (+3).

As was the case in winter 2020-2021, more than eight in ten
Europeans (83%, -1 percentage point) agree that ‘the EU should be
given the means to better deal in the future with crises such as
the coronavirus pandemic’, with 40% saying they ‘totally agree’
with this statement (-3). Around one in eight respondents (13%, +1)
disagree.

Respondents vary in their assessment of the personal financial
impact of the pandemic, although results have become slightly
more positive since winter 2020-2021. More than four in ten (41%,
-2 percentage points) agree with the statement ‘the coronavirus
pandemic has serious financial consequences for you
personally’?’, including 15% who ‘totally agree’ (-2). By contrast,
more than half disagree (58%, +3), including 28% who ‘totally
disagree’ (+4).

QA16 Thinking about the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

(% - EU)

THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC HAS
SERIOUS ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES
FOR (OUR COUNTRY)

THE EU SHOULD BE GIVEN THE MEANS
TO BETTER DEAL IN THE FUTURE WITH CRISES,
SUCH AS THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC HAS
SERIOUS FINANCIAL CONSEQUENCES
FOR YOU PERSONALLY

Spring 2021 [} [
Winter 2020/2021 [

Totally agree Tend to agree

15 QA16 Thinking about the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic, to
what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? The
coronavirus pandemic has serious financial consequences for you
personally; The coronavirus pandemic has serious economic consequences

I - I ¢ | |

| O
|
Tend to disagree Totally disagree Don't know

for (OUR COUNTRY); The EU should be given the means to better deal in the
future with crises, such as the coronavirus pandemic.

16 This item will be analysed in detail in the next chapter

17 This item will be analysed in detail in the next chapter
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At least seven in ten respondents in all 27 Member States agree
that ‘the EU should be given the means to better deal in the future
with crises such as the coronavirus pandemic’. Respondents are
most likely to agree in Greece, Portugal (98% in both), Cyprus
(97%), Croatia (92%) and lIreland (91%). Respondents in Cyprus
(79%) and Greece (73%) are most likely to ‘totally agree’ that ‘the
EU should be given the means to better deal in the future with
crises such as the coronavirus pandemic’.

The highest levels of disagreement are observed among
respondents in Austria (23%), Denmark (22%), Czechia and Sweden
(20% in both countries). Respondents in Austria (8%) are most likely
to ‘totally disagree’ that ‘the EU should be given the means to
better deal in the future with crises such as the coronavirus
pandemic’, but otherwise this proportion is no higher than 6% in
any Member State.

QA16.3 Thinking about the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the

following statements?

The EU should be given the means to better deal in the future with crises, such as the coronavirus

pandemic (%)
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In considering whether ‘the EU should be given the means to better
deal in the future with crises such as the coronavirus pandemic’,
levels of agreement have remained broadly stable since winter
2020-2021 in most EU Member States. Agreement has increased in
four Member States (by one or two percentage points), while there
has been no change in seven countries.
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M Totally disagree

DE LV RO CZ DK AT
M Don't know

There has been a fall in agreement in 16 Member States, most
notably Slovenia (84%, -8) and Luxembourg (83%, -7).
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QA16.3 Thinking about the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic, to what extent
do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
The EU should be given the means to better deal in the future with
crises, such as the coronavirus pandemic (%)
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The socio-demographic data show that results are very consistent
across all categories, in relation to whether ‘the EU should be given
the means to better deal in the future with crises such as the
coronavirus pandemic’. A large majority agree with the statement
in all socio-demographic groups, with the highest levels of
agreement among respondents aged 15-24 (86%) and students
(89%). Agreement is lowest among house persons (80%), those who
have difficulties paying bills most of the time (78%) and those who
consider themselves as belonging to the upper class of society
(79%).

QA16.3 Thinking about the consequences of the
coronavirus pandemic, to what extent do
you agree or disagree with the following
statements?

The EU should be given the means to
better deal in the future with crises,
such as the coronavirus pandemic

(% - EU)

3 ¢ 3

5 g &

%] a2

s 5%

s § 8

L2

EU27 83 13 4
Man 82 15 3
Woman 84 11 5
15-24 86 10 4
25-39 84 13 3
40-54 83 14 3
55 + 82 13 5
15- 81 12 7
16-19 84 12 4
20+ 82 15 3
Still studying 89 8 3
Self-employed 82 14 4
Managers 83 15 2
Other white collars 85 12 3
Manual workers 81 16 3
House persons 80 13 7
Unemployed 84 11 5
Retired 83 12 5
Students 89 8 3
Most of the time 78 17 5
From time to time 83 14 3
Almost never/ Never 84 13 3
The working class 83 11 6
The lower middle class 83 14 3
The middle class 84 13 3
The upper middle class 83 15 2
The upper class 79 20 1




lll. IMPACT OF THE CORONAVIRUS
PANDEMIC

a7
Jr Z Py
Cr G e

’ &'-"7_ ""7




Standard Eurobarometer 95
The EU and the coronavirus pandemic
Spring 2021

1. Economic consequences

Six Europeans in ten do not expect their national economy to
recover from the impact of the pandemic before 2023

Most Europeans think that it will take at least until 2023 before
their country’s economy recovers from the impact of the
coronavirus pandemic. Expectations are very similar to those
observed in the winter 2020-2021 Standard Eurobarometer survey
(EB94).

Six in ten (60%) predict that the economy will not recover until 2023
or later (-1 percentage point since winter 2020-2021), while a
further 8% (=) do not think that their country’s economy will ever
recover. Just over one in four Europeans are more optimistic,
predicting that their country’s economy will recover in 2021 (4%, -
1) orin 2022 (23%, =), while 2% (+1) say that their national economy
has already recovered?s.

In every EU Member State, the majority view is that it will take at
least until 2023 for the national economy to recover from the
impact of the coronavirus pandemic. This view is most widely held
in Spain (75%), Portugal (73%), Cyprus (71%), Ireland and France
(70% in both countries). Respondents are most likely to think that
their country’s economy will never recover in Croatia and Slovakia
(22% in both).

QA17 When do you think (OUR COUNTRY)'s economy will recover from the impact of the

coronavirus pandemic?

(% - EU)
Don't know _ Ithas already recovered
Never 3 (+1)__ 2(+1)
8(=) N/ _In2021
4(-1)

In 2023 or Iater,,,,%%
60 (-1) o

(Spring 2021 - Winter 2020/2021)

Respondents are most optimistic (predicting economic recovery in
2021 or 2022, or saying the economy has already recovered) in the
Netherlands (50%), Austria (42%) and Sweden (41%).

The expectations of respondents in the euro area are slightly less
optimistic than those outside the euro area. Respondents living in
the euro area are more likely to say that recovery will not occur
until 2023 or later (63% vs 53%), although they are less likely to say
their national economy will never recover (7% vs 11%).

QA17 When do you think (OUR COUNTRY)'s economy will recover from the impact of the coronavirus pandemic?
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18 QA17 When do you think (OUR COUNTRY)'s economy will recover from
the impact of the coronavirus pandemic?
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The socio-demographic data show that, in all categories, the most
common expectation is that the country’s economy will recover in
2023 or later. The findings are generally consistent across the
various categories, although there is slightly greater optimism
among some groups: the proportion that expects the economy to
recover in 2021 or 2022 (or who say it has already recovered) is
higher among men than women (31% vs 26%) and is also higher
among respondents aged 15-24 (32%), students (33%), white collar

workers (33%) and those who consider themselves as belonging to
the upper middle class of society (36%).

By contrast, the most pessimistic groups (those who do not expect
that the economy will recover until 2023 or later, or that it will
never recover) are unemployed respondents (78%) and those who
have difficulties paying bills most of the time (83%).

QA17 When do you think (OUR COUNTRY)'s economy will recover from the
impact of the coronavirus pandemic?

(% - EU)

k5

S 5

2 g g & 3 2

3 £ = S z 5

c = °

L: £
EU27 2 4 23 60 8 3
Man 2 5 24 59 8 2
Woman 2 3 21 62 8 4
15-24 2 5 25 58 6 4
25-39 2 4 22 62 8 2
40-54 2 4 23 61 8 2
55 + 2 4 22 60 8 4
15- 1 4 18 63 9 5
16-19 2 4 23 59 9 3
20+ 2 4 23 62 7 2
Still studying 2 5 26 59 4 4
Self-employed 2 5 23 62 6 2
Managers 2 5 25 61 6 1
Other white collars 2 4 27 59 7 1
Manual workers 2 4 20 62 10 2
House persons 2 5 21 58 9 5
Unemployed 1 2 16 66 12 3
Retired 1 4 22 60 8 5
Students 2 5 26 59 4 4
Most of the time 2 2 10 67 16 3
From time to time 1 4 21 61 10 3
Almost never/ Never 2 5 24 60 6 3

E Consider belonging to
The working class

The lower middle class
The middle class

The upper middle class
The upper class

[ACTR NI NI\

2
3
5
7
5

17 63 11 6
20 64 10 1
25 59 7 2
27 59 4 1
26 58 6 3
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Nine in ten Europeans think that the pandemic has serious
economic consequences for their country

There is widespread agreement that the coronavirus pandemic has QA16.2 Thinking about the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic, to what extent do you
. . . : . ) )
serious economic consequences for EU countries, although agree or disagree with the following statements?
. ) . ) ) The Coronavirus pandemic has serious economic consequences for (OUR COUNTRY)
perceptions have become slightly more positive since winter 2020-

(% - EU)
2021, particularly in the proportions that strongly agree about the Totally disagree, _Don't know
seriousness of the consequences. — i(# \ /,/ 1(=)

—

Nine in ten Europeans (90%, -3 percentage points) agree that there
are serious economic consequences, including 53% (-10) who
‘totally agree’. By contrast, 9% disagree that there are serious

economic consequences from the coronavirus pandemic (+3). __Totally agree

Tendto agree______ - 53 (-10)
37 (+7)
(Spring 2021 - Winter 2020/2021)
In every Member State, a clear majority of respondents agree that Respondents are most likely to ‘totally agree’ that ‘the coronavirus
‘the coronavirus pandemic has serious economic consequences for pandemic has serious economic consequences for our country’ in
our country’. All or nearly all respondents agree with the statement Cyprus (87%), Greece (85%), Spain (76%) and Portugal (69%). The
in Greece (100%), Portugal (99%), Cyprus, Spain (98% in both), proportions are lowest in Luxembourg (22%), the Netherlands

Ireland (97%) and Slovakia (96%). (25%) and Estonia (26%).

Respondents are most likely to disagree that there will be serious
economic consequences in Luxembourg (30%), the Netherlands
(25%) and Estonia (21%).
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QA16.2 Thinking about the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the
following statements?
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In considering whether ‘the coronavirus pandemic has serious
economic consequences for our country’, agreement has
decreased in 22 EU Member States since winter 2020-2021, with
the largest decreases found in the Netherlands (74%, -21
percentage points), Luxembourg (68%, -17), Estonia (79%, -11) and
Austria (81%, -10).

Agreement has increased in Greece (100%, +1 percentage point),
while there has been no change in four EU Member States: Spain
(98%), Italy (93%), Malta (91%) and Romania (81%).

Levels of agreement have decreased slightly both in countries in
the euro area (-3 percentage points) and countries outside the
euro area (-2). As a result, agreement continues to be slightly
higher in the euro area countries (91%) than in countries outside
the euro area (88%).

QA16.2 Thinking about the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic, to what extent
do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
The coronavirus pandemic has serious economic consequences for

(OUR COUNTRY) (%)
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The socio-demographic data show that a strong majority of
respondents in all categories agree that the coronavirus pandemic
has serious economic consequences for their country. Findings are
very consistent across the various socio-demographic groups,
although levels of agreement are slightly higher among
respondents who left education at the age of 15 or before (93%),
house persons (93%) and respondents who consider themselves as
belonging to the working class of society (94%).

Agreement is somewhat lower among respondents who consider
themselves as belonging to the upper class (81%) or upper middle
class (86%) of society.

QA16.2 Thinking about the consequences of the
coronavirus pandemic, to what extent do
you agree or disagree with the following
statements?

The coronavirus pandemic has serious
economic consequences for (OUR
COUNTRY) (% - EU)

y 8 3

5 g 2

g g 3

2

EU27 90 9 1
Man 90 9 1
Woman 91 8 1
15-24 90 9 1
25-39 20 9 1
40-54 89 10 1
55 + 90 9 1
15- 93 5 2
16-19 91 8 1
20+ 87 12 1
Still studying 90 8 2
Self-employed 90 9 1
Managers 88 12 0
Other white collars 90 9 1
Manual workers 90 9 1
House persons 93 6 1
Unemployed 92 8 0
Retired 90 8 2
Students 90 8 2
Most of the time 91 8 1
From time to time 91 8 1
Almost never/ Never 89 10 1

' Consider belonging to

The working class 94 5 1
The lower middle class 90 9 1
The middle class 89 10 1
The upper middle class 86 13 1
The upper class 81 18 1
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The majority of Europeans think that the recovery plan of the EU,
‘NextGenerationEU’, is an effective measure to respond to the
economic effects of the coronavirus pandemic, and attitudes have
become slightly more positive since winter 2020-2021.

Just over half of Europeans (57%, +2 percentage points) think that
‘NextGenerationEU’ is an effective measure, including 8% (+1)
who think it is ‘very effective’ and 49% (+1) who say it is ‘fairly
effective’. By contrast, around a third (35%, -3) think that it is not
effective, including 29% (-2) who think it is ‘not very effective’ and
6% (-1) who say it is ‘not at all effective’?®.

QA18 The EU has designed a recovery plan of 750 billion euros, NextGenerationEU, to support
the economy through grants and loans. How effective or not do you think that this

measure is to respond to the economic effects of the coronavirus pandemic?
(% - EU)

Don't know Very effective

8 (+1) { 8 (+1)

Not at all effective

6(-1)

~ Fairly effective

49 (+1)

(Spring 2021 - Winter 2020/2021)

In 25 EU Member States, a majority of respondents think that
‘NextGenerationEU’ is an effective measure to respond to the
economic effects of the coronavirus pandemic, most notably in
Malta (85%), Ireland (75%), Poland (73%), Croatia (69%), Italy and
Hungary (67% in both countries).

In two countries a majority thinks that the recovery plan is not
effective: Finland (42% effective vs 58% not effective) and Latvia
(43% effective vs 51% not effective).

QA18 The EU has designed a recovery plan of 750 billion euros, NextGenerationEU, to support the economy through
grants and loans. How effective or not do you think that this measure is to respond to the economic effects of the

coronhavirus pandemic?
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9 QA18. The European Union has designed a recovery plan of 750 billion
euros, ‘NextGenerationEU’, to support the economy through grants and
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loans. How effective or not do you think that this measure is to respond to
the economic effects of the coronavirus pandemic?
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In 14 EU Member States, there has been an increase since winter
2020-2021 in the proportion that say ‘NextGenerationEU’ is an
effective measure. The largest increases are observed in Poland
(73%, +6 percentage points), Hungary (67%, +6), Austria (59%, +5)
and Spain (57%, +5).

The perceived effectiveness of the EU’s recovery plan has
decreased in 10 Member States, with the largest decreases found
in the Netherlands (58%, -6) and Slovakia (53%, -5). There has been
no change in three Member States: Cyprus (62%), Estonia (61%)
and Finland (42%).

There has been a small increase in the perceived effectiveness of
the recovery plan, both in countries in the euro area and countries
outside the euro area (+2 percentage points in each case). As a
result, respondents in countries outside the euro area are still more
likely to think ‘NextGenerationEU’ is an effective measure than
countries in the euro area (64% vs 55%).

QA18 The EU has designed a recovery plan of 750 billion euros, NextGenerationEU,
to support the economy through grants and loans. How effective or not do

you think that this measure is to respond to the economic effects of the

coronavirus pandemic?
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The socio-demographic data show that, in most groups, a majority
of respondents think that ‘NextGenerationEU’ is an effective
measure to respond to the economic effects of the coronavirus
pandemic. Views are most positive among respondents aged 15-24
(63% effective), students (66%) and other white collar workers
(61%).

The proportions that think the recovery plan is not effective are
highest among unemployed respondents (41%), people who have
difficulties paying bills most of the time (52%) and those who say
they belong to the lower middle class of society (41%).

Attitudes strongly reflect the overall image people have of the EU.
Among those that hold a positive image of the EU, around seven in
ten (72%) say that ‘NextGenerationEU’ is an effective measure,
compared with less than three in ten (28%) of those that hold a
negative image of the EU.

QA18 The European Union has designed a
recovery plan of 750 billion euros,
NextGenerationEU, to support the economy
through grants and loans. How effective or
not do you think that this measure is to
respond to the economic effects of the
coronavirus pandemic?

(% - EU)

Total 'Effective’
Total 'Not effective'
Don't Know

EU27

[ Gender
Man
Woman

(O}
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w
(O}
oo

(G2 Ne,]
~N N
w w
w o
=
o~
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B Age

|

15-24 63 27 10
25-39 57 36 7
40-54 55 39 6
55 + 57 33 10
15- 53 35 12
16-19 57 36 7
20+ 58 35 7
Still studying 66 24 10
Self-employed 55 38 7
Managers 58 34 8
Other white collars 61 33 6
Manual workers 54 39 7
House persons 54 34 12
Unemployed 49 41 10
Retired 57 33 10
Students 66 24 10
Most of the time 37 52 11
From time to time 55 38 7
Almost never/ Never 60 32 8
The working class 52 36 12
The lower middle class 51 41 8
The middle class 61 33 6
The upper middle class 63 30 7
The upper class 64 26 10
Total 'Positive' 72 21 7
Neutral 52 39 9

Total 'Negative' 28 64 8
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2. Consequences on daily lives

Four in ten Europeans think that the coronavirus pandemic has
serious financial consequences for them personally

Around four in ten Europeans (41%, -2 percentage points since
winter 2020-2021) agree that ‘the coronavirus pandemic has
serious financial consequences for them personally’, including 15%
(-2) who ‘totally agree’. However, a higher proportion disagree with
the statement, and this has increased slightly since winter 2020-
2021. Almost six in ten disagree (58%, +3), including 28% (+4) who
‘totally disagree’.

A majority of respondents in 10 EU Member States agree that the
coronavirus pandemic has serious financial consequences for them
personally. Respondents are most likely to agree in Greece (76%),
Cyprus, Hungary, Portugal (65% in all three countries) and Romania
(63%). Respondents are most likely to ‘totally agree’ that the
pandemic has serious financial consequences for them personally
in Cyprus (44%) and Greece (43%).

QA16.1 Thinking about the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic, to what extent do you
agree or disagree with the following statements?
The Coronavirus pandemic has serious financial consequences for you personally (% -

Don't know

1 (_1)«\ Totally agree

15 (-2)

Totally disagree,,,,,,\
28 (+4)

__Tendto agree
26 (=)

(Spring 2021 - Winter 2020/2021)

In 17 Member States, respondents are more likely to disagree than
agree with the statement. Levels of disagreement are highest in the
Netherlands, Denmark (85% in both), Sweden and Finland (81% in
both). The proportions that ‘totally disagree’ are highest in
Denmark (60%), the Netherlands (55%), Germany (53%) and
Sweden (51%).

QA16.1 Thinking about the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the

following statements?

The coronavirus pandemic has serious financial consequences for you personally (%)

2 1 0 1 4

10 15 12 18 19
ol b1

33

w
(o]

I :
lllllll-

— el m = 1 HE e o =
IE EU27 SI AT LV CZ FR BE EE LU DE FI SE

EL PT CYy HU RO SK IT BG PL HR LT ES MT

M Totally agree [ Tend to agree

= 27 2602926 25 4
19 20 21
LLITTFRPT
14 15 16 II B

! Tend to disagree

1 0 2 2 1 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1

15 28 24 25 22 23 41 28 25 37 53 24 51 60 55

3841I346II

10 11 12
6 4 4
I e =

hw IN NS T WW - oo

9 9
B
5 5
N .
[ | ]
i -
DK NL

M Totally disagree M Don't know




Standard Eurobarometer 95
The EU and the coronavirus pandemic
Spring 2021

There is stronger agreement in countries outside the euro area
than those in the euro area that the coronavirus pandemic has
serious financial consequences for them personally (50% vs 38%).
In both groups of countries, agreement has declined slightly since
winter 2020-2021 (-3 percentage points for euro area countries, -2
for countries outside the euro area), while disagreement has
increased (+4 and +2 respectively).

Since winter 2020-2021, agreement has increased in two EU
Member States: Czechia (35%, +2 percentage points) and Romania
(63%, +1), while there has been no change in Hungary (65%),
Germany (20%) and the Netherlands (14%). Agreement has fallen
in 22 countries, most sharply in Croatia (54%, -11), Estonia (29%, -
9) and Luxembourg (21%, -8).

QA16.1 Thinking about the consequences of the coronavirus pandemic, to what extent
do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
The coronavirus pandemic has serious financial consequences for you

personally (%)
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The socio-demographic data show differences between
respondents in terms of whether they agree that the coronavirus
pandemic has serious financial consequences for them personally.
The strongest levels of agreement are among respondents aged 25-
39 (46%) and 40-54 (45%), those who are unemployed (68%) or self-
employed (56%), people who have difficulties paying bills most of
the time (78%), and those who say they belong to the working class
(51%) or lower middle class (47%) of society.

By contrast, the following groups are most likely to disagree with
the statement: people aged 55 or over (64%), respondents who
remained in education until the age of 20 or beyond (65%),
managers (71%), retired respondents (69%), those who never or
almost never have difficulties paying bills (70%) and those who say
they belong to the upper middle class (76%) of society.

Spring 2021
QA16.1 Thinking about the consequences of the
coronavirus pandemic, to what extent do
you agree or disagree with the following
statements?
The coronavirus pandemic has serious
financial consequences for you
personally (% - EU)
y ¢ 3
5 g
§ 8 3
2
EU27 41 58 1
Man 41 58 1
Woman 41 58 1
15-24 41 57 2
25-39 46 53 1
40-54 45 54 1
55 + 35 64 1
k1 Education (End of)
15- 43 55 2
16-19 47 52 1
20+ 34 65 1
Still studying 37 61 2
Self-employed 56 43 1
Managers 28 71 1
Other white collars 41 57 2
Manual workers 49 50 1
House persons 42 57 1
Unemployed 68 31 1
Retired 29 69 2
Students 37 61 2
Most of the time 78 21 1
From time to time 62 36 2
Almost never/ Never 29 70 1
The working class 51 47 2
The lower middle class 47 52 1
The middle class 38 61 1
The upper middle class 23 76 1
The upper class 40 59 1
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Equal shares of Europeans judge the measures taken to fight the
coronavirus pandemic as “difficult to cope with” or “easy to cope
with”

Since winter 2020-2021, there has been an increase in the
proportion of Europeans who say it has been easy to cope with the
measures taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic, in particular the
confinement measures. There has been a corresponding fall in the
proportion that say it is difficult to cope with the measures.

More than a third (35%, +6 percentage points) say that it has been
easy to cope with the experience, including 6% (+2) who say it has
been ‘very easy’ and even an improvement to their daily life.
However, 35% say that it has been difficult (-5), including 9% (-2)
who say it has been ‘very difficult’, even endangering their mental
and physical health conditions. The remaining 30% of respondents
(-1) say that the experience has been ‘both easy and difficult’ to
cope with20,

There are five countries where at least half of respondents say it
has been easy to cope with the measures taken to fight the
coronavirus pandemic: Finland, the Netherlands (68% in both),
Estonia (55%), Denmark (54%) and Sweden (51%). By contrast,
there are four EU Member States where at least half of respondents
say it has been difficult to cope with the measures: Portugal (72%),
Greece (66%), Italy (54%) and Malta (51%).
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20 QA20 Thinking about the measures taken to fight the coronavirus
pandemic, in particular the confinement measures, would you say that it is
an experience easy or difficult to cope with?

QA20 Thinking about the measures taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic, in particular the
confinement measures, would you say that it is an experience easy or difficult to cope
with? An experience...

(% - EU)

_ Very easy to cope with, and even
an improvementto your daily life
6 (+2)

Very difficultto cope with,and
even endangering your mental
and physical health conditions

9(-2)

___ Fairly easy to cope with
29 (+4)

(Spring 2021 - Winter 2020/2021)

Respondents in Finland (19%), the Netherlands (16%) and Estonia
(13%) are most likely to say that it has been very easy to cope with
the measures, and even an improvement to their daily life.
However, respondents in Greece (23%), Portugal, Ireland, Cyprus
(16% in all three countries) and Slovenia (15%) are most likely to
say this is has been very difficult, even endangering their mental
and physical health conditions.

mos QA20 Thinking about the measures taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic, in particular the confinement
measures, would you say that it is an experience easy or difficult to cope with? An experience...
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There are five countries where at least half of respondents say it
has been easy to cope with the measures taken to fight the
coronavirus pandemic: Finland, the Netherlands (68% in both),
Estonia (55%), Denmark (54%) and Sweden (51%). By contrast,
there are four EU Member States where at least half of respondents
say it has been difficult to cope with the measures: Portugal (72%),
Greece (66%), Italy (54%) and Malta (51%).

QA20 Thinking about the measures taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic, in particular the confinement
measures, would you say that it is an experience easy or difficult to cope with? An experience...

Respondents in Finland (19%), the Netherlands (16%) and Estonia
(13%) are most likely to say that it has been very easy to cope with
the measures, and even an improvement to their daily life.
However, respondents in Greece (23%), Portugal, Ireland, Cyprus
(16% in all three countries) and Slovenia (15%) are most likely to
say this has been very difficult, even endangering their mental and
physical health conditions.

QA20 Thinking about the measures taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic, in particular the confinement measures,
would you say that it is an experience easy or difficult to cope with? An experience...
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Since winter 2020-2021, 21 EU Member States have seen an
increase in the proportion that think it is easy to cope with the
experience of the measures taken to fight the coronavirus
pandemic. The largest increases are observed in Denmark (54%,
+15 percentage points), Luxembourg (40%, +13), Belgium (42%,
+11) and Sweden (51%, +10).

There are four countries where there has been a decrease in the
proportion that say it is easy to cope with the measures: Greece
(11%, -6 percentage points), Hungary (26%, -6), Malta (18%, -5) and
Romania (24%, -2). There has been no change in Estonia (55%) and
Slovenia (27%).

QA20 Thinking about the measures taken to fight the coronavirus pandemic, in
particular the confinement measures, would you say that it is an experience
easy or difficult to cope with? An experience...
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The socio-demographic data show that respondents are more
likely to have found it easy to cope with the measures taken to fight
the coronavirus pandemic if they are aged 55 or over (39%), if they
remained in education until the age of 20 or beyond (40%), are
managers (38%), retired (42%), if they never or almost never have
difficulties paying bills (39%) or if they say they belong to the upper
middle class (46%) of society.

By contrast, the proportions that say it has been difficult to cope
with the measures are highest among respondents who left
education at the age of 15 or before (43%), self-employed
respondents (40%), unemployed respondents (48%), people who
have difficulties paying bills most of the time (63%), and those who
say they belong to the working class (41%) or lower middle class
(41%) of society. There is also a difference by type of area, with
those living in a large town more likely to find it difficult than those
living in a rural area (39% vs 32%).

QA20 Thinking about the measures taken
to fight the coronavirus pandemic,
in particular the confinement
measures, would you say that it is
an experience easy or difficult to
cope with? An experience...
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EU27 35 30 35 0
Man 36 30 34 0
Woman 33 30 37 0
i
15-24 29 33 38 0
25-39 30 33 37 0
40-54 32 31 37 0
55 + 39 28 33 0
I3 Education (End of)
15- 0
16-19 32 29 39 0
20+ 40 32 28 0
Still studying 1

™ Socio-professional category

Self-employed 0
Managers 38 33 29 0
Other white collars 33 33 34 0
Manual workers 31 31 38 0
House persons 33 28 39 0
Unemployed 29 23 48 0
Retired 42 27 31 0
Students 28 35 36 1
Most of the time 18 63

From time to time 25 29 46 0

Almost never/ Never

B Consider belonging to

The working class 0
The lower middle class 31 28 41 0
The middle class 36 31 33 0
The upper middle class 46 30 24 0
The upper class 37 29 34 0
=4 Subjective urbanisation

Rural village 39 29 32 0
Small/ mid size town 34 30 36 0
Large town 29 32 39 0
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3. Attitudes towards Covid-19
vaccination and vaccines

More than half of Europeans say they have now been
vaccinated, and a further quarter want to get vaccinated in 2021

More than half of Europeans (54%) say that they have already been
vaccinated against Covid-19, while a further 15% say they would
like to get vaccinated as soon as possible, and 9% would like to get
vaccinated some time in 2021. This leaves around one in five
Europeans (21%) who do not want to get vaccinated this year,
saying either that they would like to get vaccinated later than this
year (11%) or not at all (10%)%..

There has been a large shift since winter 2020-2021 when the
vaccination process was at a very early stage. As a result, the
proportion that say they have already been vaccinated has
increased dramatically (+51 percentage points), while there have
been corresponding decreases for the other response options.

There is considerable variation between Member States in the
proportions that say they have already been vaccinated. This
ranges from two-thirds of respondents or more in Malta (80%), the
Netherlands (75%), Belgium (74%), Finland (69%), Luxembourg
(68%) and Estonia (67%), to less than half in nine countries, most
notably Bulgaria (20%) and Romania (24%).

QA21 When would you like to get vaccinated against COVID-19 (coronavirus)?
(% - EU)

Never Don'tknow
10(-2) 1(¢-1)

I have already been
vaccinated
54 (+51)

Some time in 2021 ,
9(-11)

As soon as possible __—
15 (-27)

(Spring 2021 - Winter 2020/2021)

The proportion that say they would like to get vaccinated as soon
as possible is highest in Spain (28%), Sweden (27%), Portugal (26%),
Ireland (24%) and Denmark (23%). Respondents are most likely to
say that they never want to get vaccinated in Bulgaria (26%), Latvia,
Slovenia (24% in both) and Croatia (22%

QA21 When would you like to get vaccinated against COVID-19 (coronavirus)?
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21 QA21. When would you like to get vaccinated against Covid-19
(coronavirus)?
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The socio-demographic data show that the proportion of
respondents that say they have already been vaccinated varies
considerably by age, as would be expected, given the widespread
policy of vaccinating older people first. Three in four respondents
aged 55 or over say they have already been vaccinated (76%),
compared with one in four (23%) of those aged 15-24. In addition,
the proportion is higher than average among managers (61%),
those who never or almost never have difficulties paying their bills
(59%), and respondents who consider themselves as belonging to
the upper class (60%) or upper middle class (67%) of society.

Respondents are less likely to say they have already been
vaccinated if they have difficulties paying bills, either most of the
time (40%) or from time to time (44%), or if they consider
themselves as belonging to the working class (49%) or lower middle
class (51%) of society?2.

The proportion that say they never want to get vaccinated is
highest among unemployed respondents (18%) and those who
have difficulties paying their bills most of the time (17%).

QA21 When would you like to get vaccinated against COVID-19 (coronavirus)?
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EU27 54 15 9 11 10 1 69
Man 53 15 10 11 10 1 68
Woman 56 15 9 10 9 1 71
—
15-24 23 30 14 21 10 2 53
25-39 35 23 14 14 13 1 58
40-54 54 15 9 11 10 1 69
55 + 76 6 4 6 7 1 82
ﬁ Education (End of)
15- 71 9 5 6 8 1 80
16-19 50 14 10 12 13 1 64
20+ 60 14 8 9 8 1 74
Still studying 27 32 14 19 7 1 59
¥ Socio-professional category
Self-employed 53 13 10 11 11 2 66
Managers 61 15 9 8 6 1 76
Other white collars 49 18 12 10 9 2 67
Manual workers 44 17 10 14 14 1 61
House persons 57 13 8 10 11 1 70
Unemployed 32 23 10 16 18 1 55
Retired 78 4 4 6 7 1 82
Students 27 32 14 19 7 1 59
ﬂ Difficulties paying bills
Most of the time 40 17 9 15 17 2 57
From time to time 44 15 12 15 12 2 59
Almost never/ Never 59 15 8 9 8 1 74

B Consider belonging to

The working class 49 16 8 12 13 2 65
The lower middle class 51 15 10 11 12 1 66
The middle class 55 15 10 11 8 1 70
The upper middle class 67 15 6 6 5 1 82
The upper class 60 8 9 9 9 5 68

22 Some socio-demographic differences are heavily influenced by age. For
example, respondents who left education at an early age tend to be older,
and are therefore more likely to have been vaccinated; whereas

unemployed respondents have a young age profile, and are, therefore, less
likely to have been vaccinated.






