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Introduction 

The social economy, which encompasses a diverse range of 

entities such as associations, cooperatives, mutual 

societies, foundations and social enterprises, plays an 

important role in the lives of European citizens. These 

entities are characterised by their social and/or 

environmental mission, democratic or participatory 

governance, and the reinvestment of profits and surpluses 

for the collective good.  

Comprising at least 4.3 million entities, the social economy 

employs over 11.5 million people in a variety of economic 

sectors1. As Europe faces complex challenges such as climate 

change, demographic shifts, and digital transformation, the 

social economy offers innovative, inclusive, and 

sustainable solutions that complement traditional 

economic models. 

The European Commission has long recognised the 

importance of the social economy in fostering inclusive 

growth, social cohesion, and resilience. The 2021 Social 

Economy Action Plan sets out a roadmap for supporting the 

development of the social economy, improving its visibility, 

and enhancing its access to funding and markets until 2030.  

Furthermore, the Council recommendation of 27 November 

2023 on developing social economy framework conditions2 

provides Member States with guidance on how to tailor 

public policies and legal frameworks to support the social 

economy. It also encourages Member States to adopt or 

update comprehensive national or regional strategies that 

recognise and stimulate the social economy. 

This Special Eurobarometer survey, commissioned by the 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ-General for 

Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (DG EMPL), 

explores public awareness, understanding, and engagement 

with the social economy across the European Union. It 

provides a comprehensive snapshot of how EU citizens 

perceive the social economy, the extent to which they 

participate in it, and what values they associate with it. The 

findings offer valuable insights for policymakers, 

practitioners, and stakeholders seeking to strengthen the 

visibility and impact of the social economy in Europe. 

The survey was conducted in the 27 EU Member States and 

ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ-

General for Communication (DG COMM), άPublic Opinion & 

 

1 European Commission: European Innovation Council and SMEs Executive 

Agency, CIRIEC, Euricse, Spatial Foresight, Carini, C. et al., Benchmarking the 

socio-economic performance of the EU social economy ς Improving the 

Citizens Engagementέ Unit. It forms part of the broader 

effort to monitor public opinion on key social and economic 

issues and to inform evidence-based policymaking at the EU 

level. 

This Eurobarometer survey contributes to this agenda by 

ǎƘŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ 

social economy, their personal involvement in social 

economy organisations, and their views on the ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳΩǎ 

societal and economic contributions. 

This survey has four main objectives: 

1. To assess the level of awareness and 
understanding of the social economy among EU 
citizens. 

2. To explore the extent and nature of personal 
engagement with social economy organisations 
and values. 

3. To examine ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ 
role in society, the economy, and the environment. 

4. To evaluate ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ views on the support provided 
by public authorities and employers for the 
development of the social economy. 

The results presented in this report are based on face-to-

face interviews conducted with a representative sample of 

the population aged 15 and over in each Member State. The 

data collection was carried out in accordance with the 

9ǳǊƻōŀǊƻƳŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǊƛƎƻǊƻǳǎ ƳŜthodological standards, 

ensuring comparability and reliability across countries. 

  

socio-economic knowledge of the proximity and social economy ecosystem, 

Publications Office of the European Union, 2024  

2 EUR-Lex - 52021DC0778 - EN - EUR-Lex 

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2826/880860
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2826/880860
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2826/880860
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2826/880860
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2826/880860
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021DC0778
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Methodology 

 

This Special Eurobarometer on social economy was part of 

the Eurobarometer wave 103.4 and was conducted in May 

2025. This report covers the results from the 27 EU Member 

States. 26,410 respondents from different social and 

demographic groups were interviewed in the appropriate 

national language. This survey was commissioned by the 

European Commission, Directorate-General for 

Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (DG EMPL). 

The methodology used was that of the Standard 

Eurobarometer surveys carried out by the Directorate-

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ όάPublic Opinion & Citizens 

Engagementέ ¦ƴƛǘύ3. Interviews were conducted face-to-

face, either physically in people's homes or through remote 

video interaction in the appropriate national language. 

LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ όάƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŦŀŎŜ-to-

ŦŀŎŜέ ƻǊ /!±LΣ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ !ǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ±ƛŘŜƻ LƴǘŜǊǾƛewing), which 

were only conducted in Denmark, Malta, Netherlands, 

Finland and Sweden. A technical note concerning the 

interviews conducted by the member institutes of the Verian 

network is annexed to this report. 

 

We would like to thank the people across the 

European Union who have offered their time to take 

part in this survey. 

Without their active participation, this study would 

not have been possible. 

 

 

 

3 The Eurobarometer methodological approaches: 

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/about/eurobarometer  

 

 

Note: In this report, EU countries are referred to by their 
official abbreviations, as listed below: 

Belgium BE Lithuania LT 

Bulgaria BG Luxembourg  LU 

Czechia CZ Hungary HU 

Denmark  DK Malta MT 

Germany DE 
The 

Netherlands 
NL 

Estonia EE Austria AT 

Ireland IE Poland PL 

Greece EL Portugal  PT 

Spain ES Romania RO 

France FR Slovenia SI 

Croatia HR Slovakia SK 

Italy IT Finland FI 

Republic of 

Cyprus 
CY * Sweden SE 

Latvia LV   

European Union ς weighted average for the 

27 Member States 
EU27 

 

*Cyprus as a whole is one of the 27 European Union Member States. 

However, the acquis communautaire has been suspended in the part of the 

country not controlled by the government of the Republic of Cyprus. For 

practical reasons, only the interviews carried out in the part of the country 

controlled by the government of the Republic of Cyprus are included in the 

άCYέ category and in the EU27 average. 

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/about/eurobarometer


Special Eurobarometer 567 
Social economy in the life of Europeans 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

Key findings 
 

 

 

 

 



Special Eurobarometer 567 
Social economy in the life of Europeans 

 

5 

Awareness of the social economy is moderate, 
with strong variation across countries and 
demographics 

Á 56% of EU citizens have heard of the social 
economy, with highest awareness in Malta (82%), 
Netherlands (79%), and the Estonia (71%). In 
contrast, awareness is lowest in Greece (34%), 
Romania (37%), and Poland (41%). 

Á Familiarity with the concept is more limited: 12% 
ŀǊŜ άŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅέ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ŀƴŘ оп҈ άǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘέ 
familiar. 

Á Awareness and familiarity are higher among those 
with higher education and living in large towns. 

Á Associations (73%) and foundations (69%) are the 
most recognised types of social economy 
organisations, followed by cooperatives (56%), 
mutual societies (50%), and social enterprises 
(47%). 

Á More than two out of three citizens who are not 
familiar with the term "social economy" still 
recognise associations. 

Personal engagement within social economy 
organisations is widespread 

Á The most common roles in social economy 
organisations are volunteer (18%) and financial 
donor (18%), followed by client/customer (15%) 
and member (13%). 

Á Three out of ten EU citizens donate to social 
economy entities  

Á Out of those EU citizens involved in the social 
economy, more than four out of ten are involved 
at least twice a month. 

Á The level of involvement in social economy 
organisations among EU citizens is distributed as 
follows:  14% of EU citizens say they are highly 
involved (at least twice a week), 29% say they are 
frequently involved (at least twice a month), 39% 
say they are involved but less often and 18% not 
involved. 

Á Involvement is higher among those aged 15-24, 
those with higher education, and those who are 
financially secure. 

Á Engagement with the social economy is highest in 
the Netherlands (67%), Sweden (62%), and Ireland 
(55%), and lowest in Latvia (23%) and Romania 
(24%). 

Ethical values matter to consumers, though quality 
and price remain top priorities 

Á 94% of EU citizens consider quality important when 
buying goods and services, and 91% say the same 
for price. 

Á Local production (85%), social standards (81%), and 
environmental standards (79%) are also highly 
valued. 

One in three EU citizens has received support from 
social economy organisations 

Á 33% report having received support, most 
commonly access to training or employment 
(10%), goods (9%), or personal services (8%). 

Á Support is most frequently reported in the 
Netherlands and Belgium (54%), and least in 
Slovenia, Spain, Portugal and Greece (under 25%). 

Á Younger people, students, and those facing 
financial difficulties are more likely to have received 
support. Among those who have difficulties paying 
bills most of the time, 43% report having received 
supportτcompared to 41% among those with 
difficulties from time to time, and 29% among those 
who almost never or never face such difficulties. 

The social economy is widely seen as important for 
well-being and sustainability 

Á 75% consider the social economy important for 
society, 72% for their local community, 61% for 
their personal well-being, and 71% for the 
environment. 

Á Familiarity with the concept is associated with 
stronger perceived importance across all 
dimensions. 

Á {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
well-being is broadly consistent across the political 
spectrum. Notably, individuals identifying as left-
leaning (65%), centrist (60%), and right-leaning 
(61%) express similar levels of endorsement.  

Citizens see the social economy as most impactful 
in health and care, education, sports and culture 

Á 58% say social economy organisations make the 
biggest difference in health and social care, 
followed by education and training (44%) and 
culture, sports and leisure (42%). 

Á Environmental and sustainability-related activities 
(36%) as well as agriculture and food (35%) are also 
widely recognised. 
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Poverty reduction and social inclusion are seen as 
the top community impacts 

Á 46% of EU citizens say the social economy 
contributes most to reducing poverty, followed by 
care and healthcare services (42%) and social 
inclusion (37%). 

Á Environmental protection (33%), strengthening 
local communities (32%), and training and skills 
development (30%) are also widely recognised. 

Á Familiarity with the concept increases recognition 
of its impact across all areas. 
 

Citizens expect employers to align with social 
economy values 

Á 93% of EU citizens support the idea that employers 
should apply social economy principles. 

Á In detail, the most widely supported principle is 
ǊŜƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦƛǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
(52%), followed by working for a social or 
environmental goal (51%) and giving employees a 
say in decision-making (49%). 

Á Support is highest among younger and more 
educated respondents, and those familiar with the 
social economy. 

Perceptions of social economy development in 
Member States vary  

Á 50% of EU citizens believe the social economy is 
well developed in their country, while 43% say it is 
not. 

Á Perceived development is higher among younger, 
more educated, and financially secure respondents, 
and those familiar with the concept. 

Public support for policy action is strong 

Á 88% agree that public authorities should develop 
strategies and legislation to support the social 
economy. 

Á 86% support education and awareness initiatives, 
and 80% agree with direct public funding. 

Á Support is highest among younger, more educated, 
and urban respondents, and those familiar with the 
concept. 

Á Political orientation appears to have little impact 
on support for policy action, with citizens across 
the spectrum consistently expressing high levels of 
endorsementτranging from 83% to 93%.   
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1. Awareness of the term άsocial 

economyέ  

More than five in ten EU citizens have heard of the 

social economy 

Across the European Union, more than five in ten citizens 

(56%) have already heard about the άǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅέ, 

among them 20% have heard about the social economy and 

know what it is about, while 36% do not really know what it 

is about.  

The proportion of EU citizens who heard about the social 

economy varies widely across the EU Member States. The 

highest levels of awareness were recorded in Malta (82%), 

the Netherlands (79%), Estonia (71%), and Latvia (69%). In 

contrast, countries such as Poland (41%), Romania (37%), 

and Greece (34%) reported lower levels of awareness. 

Across most countries (22 Member States), at least half of 

the citizens have already heard about the social economy. 
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The socio-demographic analysis reveals the following: 

 

¶ Gender differences are modest: 57% of men have 

heard of the social economy, compared to 54% of 

women. Men are also slightly more likely to say 

they know what it is about (21% vs 18%). 

¶ Awareness is highest among those aged 25ς39 

(61%), followed by 40ς54 (58%), 15ς24 (53%), and 

55+ (51%). The 25ς39 group is also most likely to 

say they know what it is about (24%), while the 55+ 

group is the least likely (17%). 

¶ Education is associated with awareness. Those who 

ended education at age 20+ show the highest 

awareness (67%), with 28% saying they know what 

it is about. In contrast, only 37% of those who left 

school at 15 or younger have heard of the social 

economy, and just 12% say they know what it is 

about. 

 

¶ Awareness is highest among those identifying with 

the left (63%), followed by the right (56%) and the 

centre (53%). Those on the left are most likely to say 

they know what the social economy is about (24%), 

while those on the centre are the least likely (18%). 

¶ Financial vulnerability affects awareness. Among 

those who have difficulties paying bills most of the 

time, only 47% have heard of the social economy, 

in contrast to 58% awareness among those not 

experiencing financial difficulties. 

¶ Awareness increases with the degree of 

urbanisation. Respondents in large towns are most 

aware (59%), followed by those in small or middle-

sized towns (56%), while awareness in rural areas 

or villages is lower (51%). Those in large towns are 

also more likely to say they know what the social 

economy is about (23%) compared to rural 

residents (18%). 
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2. CŀƳƛƭƛŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅέ 

Close to half EU citizens were familiar with the 

concept of άsocial economyέ before the interview  

After respondents answered the initial question about their 

awareness of the term, a definition of the social economy 

was read aloud to provide a common understanding for all 

subsequent questions. This approach allowed participants 

who were unfamiliar with the term άǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅέ ōǳǘ 

aware of the concept itself to answer the remainder of the 

questionnaire more accurately. 

The definition provided was: ά¢ƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ 

up of organisations that put people, communities and the 

environment first ς not profits. Their main aim is to create a 

positive social or environmental impact. These organisations 

typically: 

- Are private and independent from public 

authorities 

- Reinvest most of their profits back into their social 

or environmental mission, rather than distribute 

them to owners or shareholders 

- Are managed in a democratic or participatory way, 

involving members, workers, or users in decision-

ƳŀƪƛƴƎέ 

 

 

 

 

When asked whether they were familiar with the concept 

prior to the interview, a majority of EU citizens indicated 

some level of awareness. Over one in ten respondents (12%) 

ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅέ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ 

just over one-ǘƘƛǊŘ όоп҈ύ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘέ 

familiar. In contrast, more than half of respondents 

ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƻǊ ƴƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊƛǘȅΥ ну҈ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άƴƻǘ 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅέ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ нс҈ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭέ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ 

with the concept. 

At EU Member States level, in most countries, a majority of 

respondents reported at least some familiarity with the 

concept. The highest levels of definite familiarity were 

recorded in Luxembourg (25%), Malta (21%), the 

Netherlands and Ireland (both 20%). In contrast, countries 

such as Bulgaria, and Romania (both at 4%) and Hungary 

(3%) reported the lowest levels of definite familiarity. 

Across 18 Member States, the most common response was 

ά¸ŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘΣέ ǿƛǘƘ [ǳȄŜƳōƻǳǊƎ ŀƴŘ aŀƭǘŀ όboth 45%) 

leading in this category. However, a substantial share of 

respondents in several countries indicated limited 

familiarity. Iƴ wƻƳŀƴƛŀΣ ом҈ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅέ 

ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ оф҈ άƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦέ {ƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

observed in Hungary, Bulgaria, and Italy, where over 60% of 

respondents expressed limited or no familiarity.  
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The socio-demographic analysis reveals the following: 

¶ Men are more familiar with the concept. 48% of 

men report familiarity with the concept, compared 

to 43% of women. 

¶ Familiarity with the concept is highest among those 

aged 25-39 (51%). It is slightly lower among both 

the youngest group (15-24) and those aged 40-54, 

reporting respectively 45% and 47% familiarity. The 

lowest degree of familiarity is observed among 

respondents aged 55 and over at 42%. 

¶ Similarly to the trends observed for awareness, 

education is associated with higher familiarity 

levels. Respondents who completed their 

education at age 20 or older are the most familiar 

(58҈ύΣ ǿƛǘƘ му҈ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅέ 

familiar. In contrast, only 30% of those who left 

school at 15 or younger report familiarity, and just 

6% were άŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅέ familiar.

 

¶ Financial stability is associated with a higher level 

of familiarity. Those who almost never or never 

have difficulty paying bills report the highest rate of 

familiarity (48%), while those who struggle most of 

the time report the lowest (37%). 

¶ Familiarity is highest among residents of large 

towns (51%), followed by those in small or middle-

sized towns (44%), and lowest in rural areas or 

villages (43%). Respondents in large towns are also 

ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅέ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ 

(14%) compared to rural residents (10%). 

¶ Familiarity is highest among those identifying with 

the left (54%), followed by the right (45%) and the 

centre (42%). Those on the left are also most likely 

ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅέ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ όм6%). 

These results are consistent with the trends observed 

regarding the knowledge of the concept. 
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EU27 12 34 28 26 0 46 54

Man 12 36 28 24 0 48 52

Woman 11 32 29 28 0 43 57

15-24 9 36 28 27 0 45 55

25-39 14 37 28 21 0 51 49

40-54 12 35 30 23 0 47 53

55+ 11 31 28 30 0 42 58

15- 6 24 27 42 1 30 69

16-19 8 32 32 28 0 40 60

20+ 18 40 24 18 0 58 42

Still Studying 12 38 26 24 0 50 50

Most of the time 10 27 28 35 0 37 63

From time to time 8 33 32 27 0 41 59

Almost never / Never 13 35 27 25 0 48 52

Rural area or village 10 33 28 29 0 43 57

Small or middle sized town 11 33 30 26 0 44 56

Large town 14 37 26 23 0 51 49

(1-4) Left 16 38 26 20 0 54 46

(5-6) Centre 10 32 30 28 0 42 58

(7-10) Right 10 35 30 25 0 45 55

Yes 25 75 0 0 0 100 0

No 0 0 52 48 0 0 100

Difficulties paying bills

Subjective urbanisation

Age-4

Were you familiar with this concept before the interview?

(% - EU)

Gender

Familiarity with the concept of social economy

Education (End of)

Left-right political scale
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3. Knowledge of types of organisations 

belonging to the social economy 

When asked about their awareness of different types 

of social economy organisations, EU citizens most 

frequently recognise associations and foundations. 

EU citizens were presented with a list of organisation types 

and asked to indicate which ones they knew about. Multiple 

answers were allowed, and the results provide insight into 

the general level of awareness of the social economy across 

the European Union. 

Nearly three-quarters of citizens (73%) say they are aware of 

associations, such as sports clubs or cultural associations. 

This is followed closely by foundations (69%), which typically 

fund social causes. Over half of respondents (56%) are 

familiar with cooperatives, such as farming cooperatives 

that are owned and run by their members.

 

 

 

 

Awareness is slightly lower for mutual societies (50%) and 

social enterprises (47%).  
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The country-level data reveal notable variations in 

awareness of social economy organisations across Member 

States. 

Associations are the most widely recognised type of social 

economy organisation across the EU27. This trend is 

particularly pronounced in Sweden (96%), Finland (93%), and 

Denmark (90%). In contrast, awareness is significantly lower 

in Romania (40%) and Bulgaria (46%) - the only two countries 

where fewer than half of citizens report knowing what 

associations are. Associations are the most known 

organisation type in 17 Member States.  

Foundations are also well known, with 69% of EU 

respondents recognising them. Sweden again leads with 

90%, followed by Finland and the Netherlands both at 84%. 

The lowest awareness is observed in Romania (44%) and 

Croatia (52%). Overall, foundations are the most known 

organisation type in 9 Member States. In Hungary, 

associations and foundations are equally the most 

recognised (66% each). 

Cooperatives are recognised by 56% of EU citizens. Sweden 

stands out with 83% awareness, followed by Greece (80%) 

and Slovenia (78%). The lowest levels of recognition are in 

Romania (39%) and Bulgaria (42%). Although cooperatives 

are not the top choice in any of the 27 Member States, they 

are the second most known organisation in Croatia, Italy, 

Hungary, and Slovenia. 

Mutual societies show more variation, with an EU average of 

50%. Belgium, Spain, and the Netherlands report the highest 

awareness with all the three at 69%, while Greece (25%), 

Croatia (26%) and Bulgaria (27%), report the lowest. They are 

the second most frequently mentioned organisation in 

Belgium and the third one in five Member States.  

Social enterprises, while less well known overall (47% EU 

average), are most recognised in Slovakia (67%), Denmark 

(65%), and the Netherlands (63%). Awareness is lowest in 

Bulgaria, Cyprus, and Romania, where fewer than 30% of the 

population in these three Member States reported being 

familiar with social enterprises. Social enterprises are the 

least known organisation, being the third choice only in 

Denmark, Hungary and Austria.  
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The socio-demographic analysis reveals the following: 

¶ Men are slightly more aware of most organisation 

types. For example, 75% of men know about 

associations compared to 72% of women. Men also 

report slightly higher awareness of cooperatives (59% vs 

54%) and mutual societies (52% vs 48%). 

¶ Awareness is highest among those aged 25ς39 and 40ς

54, with 74% in both groups recognising associations 

and around 70% aware of foundations. The youngest 

group (15ς24) shows lower awareness of cooperatives 

(48%) and social enterprises (40%), while those aged 

55+ maintain relatively high awareness across 

categories, though slightly lower for social enterprises 

(46%). 

¶ Education is strongly associated with awareness. 

Respondents who completed their education at age 20 

or older are the most aware across all categoriesτ80% 

know associations, 78% know foundations, and 66% 

know cooperatives. In contrast, those who left school at 

15 or younger show the lowest awareness, especially for 

social enterprises (37%) and mutual societies (39%). 

¶ Financial stability correlates with higher awareness. 

Those who almost never have difficulty paying bills 

report the highest awareness of associations (77%), 

foundations (72%), and cooperatives (60%). 

Respondents who struggle most of the time show the 

lowest awareness, particularly for social enterprises 

(38%) and mutual societies (40%). 

 

 

 

¶ Urban residents are slightly more aware than rural 

ones, especially of foundations (73% in large towns vs 

68% in rural areas) and social enterprises (50% vs 44%). 

Awareness of associations is consistent across all areas 

(around 72ς74%). 

¶ Political orientation influences awareness. Those 

identifying with the left report the highest awareness 

across all organisations τ 80% for associations, 76% for 

foundations, and 63% for cooperatives.  

¶ Familiarity with the concept of social economy is the 

strongest predictor of awareness. Those who say they 

are familiar with the concept report significantly higher 

awareness across all organisation typesτ78% for 

foundations, 67% for cooperatives, and 62% for social 

enterprises. In contrast, those unfamiliar with the 

concept show much lower levels of knowledge, 

especially for social enterprises (34%) and mutual 

societies (41%). 

¶ Among those unfamiliar with the "social economy" 

concept, many still recognize specific types of social 

economy organizations. Notably, 69% identify 

associations, 61% foundations, 47% cooperatives, 41% 

mutual societies, and 34% social enterprises.   
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II. Personal engagement with 
social economy organisations and 
values 
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1. Personal roles and involvement in the 

social economy 

Nearly two in ten EU citizens report to have 

volunteered or been a financial donor for a social 

economy organisation in the past five years 

When asked about their personal involvement with social 

economy organisations over the past five years, more than 

half of EU citizens (51%) reported to be engaged in at least 

one of the listed roles. This suggests that active participation 

in social economy organisations is widespread with a 

majority of citizens being personally involved in at least one 

role.  

The most common roles were as a volunteer or financial 

donor, each cited by 18% of citizens. These were followed by 

client or customer (15%), member (13%) and goods donor 

(12%).

 

 

 

 

 

Less common forms of involvement included serving as a 

board member (5%) or working as an employee of such 

organisations (4%). Only 2% identified as social 

entrepreneurs, highlighting the relatively niche nature of 

entrepreneurial activity within the sector. 
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Involvement in each role varied considerably at EU Member 

State level. Sweden, the Netherlands, Finland, and Denmark 

notably differentiate themselves form rest of the Member 

states with higher rates of involvement in each role. In 

contrast, more than three quarters of citizens did not report 

involvement in any role in Greece (81%), Romania (77%) and 

Portugal (74%).  

In 11 Member States, the most frequently reported role was 

volunteer. Highest shares were observed in the Netherlands 

(49%) Denmark (43%) while lowest share of volunteers were 

observed in Poland, Portugal, Greece, Hungary (all at 6%) 

and Romania (5%).  

The role of financial donors was most quoted in 9 Member 

States. Highest share of financial donors reported in Sweden 

(50%), Luxembourg (41%) and the Netherlands (36%); while 

lowest shares were observed in Bulgaria, Greece and Cyprus 

(all at 1%).  

The role of client or customer was the most quoted in 8 

Member States. In Finland, over half (53%) of citizens 

reported such involvement. Over three out of ten reported 

involvement in that role in the Netherlands (34%), Sweden 

(32%) and Belgium (31%). 

Membership was quoted as first form of involvement only in 

Sweden, where a vast majority of citizens (58%) indicated 

they had been involved in this capacity over the past five 

years. In contrast lowest shares were observed in Romania, 

Portugal and Lithuania (all at 2%).  

The role of good donors was the most frequently quoted in 

Portugal (11%) and Slovakia (18%). Interestingly, highest 

shares of involvement in that role were observed in Austria 

(30%) Germany (23%), Estonia and Sweden (both at 19%).  

Board members, employees and social entrepreneur were 

significantly less represented across all member states. 

Notably, relatively high shares were still observed in Sweden 

for board members (29%) and in the Netherlands for 

employee (14%).  
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The socio-demographic analysis reveals the following: 

¶ Involvement in social economy organisations in the 

past five years varies significantly across socio-

demographic groups, revealing nuanced patterns of 

engagement. While overall participation remains 

moderate, certain rolesτparticularly volunteering, 

donating, and being a client or memberτstand out 

as more common forms of involvement. 

¶ Women are slightly more engaged than men 

across most roles, particularly as volunteers (19% 

vs 17%), donors of goods (14% vs 10%), and 

financial donors (19% vs 17%). Men and women are 

equally likely to have served as social 

entrepreneurs, though women are marginally more 

likely to have worked as employees in social 

economy organisations and men as board 

members. 

¶ Age plays a notable role in shaping involvement. 

Youth, aged 15ς24, are the most likely to have 

volunteered (21%) and to have been clients or 

customers (16%), but they are less likely to have 

donated financially (9%) or served on boards (2%). 

In contrast, those aged 40ς54 and 25ς39 show 

more balanced involvement across roles, with 

higher rates of financial donation (18%) and board 

membership (5% and 6% respectively). The oldest 

group (55+) is the most likely to have donated 

financially (21%) but shows slightly lower 

engagement as clients (12%) and volunteers (17%). 

¶ Education is a strong predictor of involvement. 

Those who ended their education at age 20 or older 

are significantly more active across all roles: 24% 

have volunteered, 28% have donated financially, 

and 19% have been members. In contrast, 

individuals who left school at 15 or younger report 

much lower engagement, with only 10% having 

volunteered and 64% indicating no involvement at 

all. Students currently in education show high rate 

of volunteerism (23%) and client engagement 

(16%), but lower financial contributions (10%). 

 

¶ Financial situation also influences participation. 

Those who never or almost never have difficulty 

paying bills are more likely to be involved, 

especially as financial donors (22%) and members 

(14%). Conversely, individuals who struggle 

financially most of the time are less likely to donate 

(9%) or serve on boards (2%), and more likely to 

report no involvement (53%). 

¶ Urbanisation shows only subtle differences. 

Residents of rural areas are slightly more likely to 

be members (14%) and board members (6%) than 

those in towns, while those in large towns are 

marginally more likely to be employees (5%) or 

financial donors (19%). 

¶ Political orientation correlates with engagement 

levels. Citizens identifying with the left are the 

most active, with 24% having volunteered, 26% 

having donated financially, and 17% having been 

members. Those in the centre and right are less 

involved overall, with higher rates of non-

involvement (48% vs. 38% for those identifying to 

the left). 

¶ Finally, familiarity with the concept of social 

economy is a key driver of participation. Those 

who are familiar with it are far more likely to have 

volunteered (25%), donated financially (25%), or 

served on boards (7%), while only 35% report no 

involvement. In contrast, among those unfamiliar 

with the concept, just 12% have volunteered and 

57% report no involvement. 
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2. Frequency of personal participation in 

the social economy 

More than four out of ten EU citizens who reported 

engagement with social economy organisations are 

involved at least twice a month   

When asked how frequently they are currently involved with 

social economy organisations, 82% of EU citizens involved in 

social economy organisations over the past five years 

reported some level of current involvement.  

43% of respondents reported being involved with social 

economy organisations at least twice a month. 16% 

participate two or three times a month, and 13% about once 

a week. More frequent involvement is less common: 9% 

engage two or three times a week, and only 5% participate 

daily or almost every day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ άƭŜǎǎ ƻŦǘŜƴέ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ǘƛƳŜǎ 

ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ όоф҈ύΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ άƴŜǾŜǊέ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ όму҈ύΦ 

Overall, sustained and frequent participation remains 

moderate across the EU. 
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At EU Member State level, the proportion of citizens 

currently involved with social economy organisations at least 

twice a month shows considerable variation. The highest 

levels of involvement were recorded in the Netherlands 

(67%), Sweden (62%), and Ireland (55%), followed closely by 

Denmark and Malta (both 54%), and Austria (51%). These 

countries significantly exceed the EU27 average of 43%, 

indicating a strong culture of engagement with social 

economy organisations.   

In contrast, the lowest levels of involvement were observed 

in Latvia (23%), Romania (24%), Czech Republic (25%) and 

Hungary (26%). Similarly low figures were reported in Spain 

(26%) and Greece (30%), suggesting that in these countries, 

ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƭŜǎǎ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ Řŀƛƭȅ 

lives. 

Several countries, including Finland, Croatia and Cyprus (all 

at 46%), reported levels of involvement close to the EU 

average, reflecting moderate but consistent engagement 

across different regions. 
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The socio-demographic analysis reveals the following: 

¶ Across the EU27, involvement in social economy 

organisations is moderate, with 29% of citizens 

involved (two times a month to once a week) and 

14% highly involved (at least twice a week).  

¶ Gender differences are minimal. Men are slightly 

more likely than women to be highly involved 

(14% vs 13%).  

¶ Age reveals more variation. Young citizens, aged 

15ς24, are the most engaged, with 16% highly 

involved and 31% involved. In contrast, the oldest 

group (55+) shows the lowest rate of high 

involvement (12%) and the highest rate of non-

participation (20%).  

¶ Education is a strong predictor of engagement. 

Those who ended their education at age 20 or 

older are the most involved together with who is 

still studying, with 17% highly involved for both 

groups. In contrast, individuals who left school at 15 

or younger are the least engaged, with only 11% 

highly involved and 65% reporting rare or no 

involvement at all.  

 

 

¶ Financial situation also plays a role. Those who 

never or almost never have difficulty paying bills 

are more likely to be highly involved (15%) and 

involved (28%) than those who struggle most of the 

time (respectively 12% and 24%). The latter group 

also reports the highest rate of non-involvement 

(26%). 

¶ Familiarity with the concept of social economy is 

the strongest predictor of involvement. Among 

those who are familiar, 17% are highly involved and 

32% involved, with only 13% reporting never being 

involved. In contrast, among those unfamiliar with 

the concept, 10% are highly involved, 25% involved, 

and nearly a quarter (24%) report no involvement. 
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3. Importance of social and ethical values 

in consumption choices 

More than three quarters of EU consumers think local 

production, social standards and environmental 

standards are important considerations  

When purchasing goods and services, EU citizens place the 

highest importance on quality and price. A clear majority 

όсл҈ύ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ оп҈ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀǎ άŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦέ {ƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ ǇǊƛŎŜ 

ƛǎ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ ōȅ ро҈ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

άŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ ōȅ оу҈Σ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ 

factor in consumer decision-making.

 

 

 

 

Other aspects such as local production and social standards 

also hold significant weight. 85% of respondents view local 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ όпн҈ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣέ по҈ άŦŀƛǊƭȅ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέύΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ум҈ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ Ƨƻō ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ όос҈ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣέ пр҈ άŦŀƛǊƭȅ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέύΦ Environmental standards are considered 

important by 79% of respondents, though fewer rate them 

ŀǎ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ όон҈ύ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΦ  

In contrast, brand is the least influential factor, with only 

мп҈ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣέ ŀƴŘ 

ор҈ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛǎ άƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦέ 
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Of the 85% of EU citizens who consider local production 

important when buying goods and services, 42% say it is 

άǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣέ ǿƘƛƭŜ п3҈ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛǘ άŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦέ 

Only 12҈ ǎŀȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ άƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣέ ŀƴŘ 

2҈ άƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ. 

¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

recorded in Greece (67%), Cyprus (66%), and Slovenia and 

Malta (both at 59%). Other countries reported significant 

ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ƻŦ άŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Poland (54%), 

Sweden (49%), the Netherlands (48%) and Denmark and 

Lithuania (both at 47%).  

The highest shares of citizens ranking local production as 

άƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎ 

(22%), Lithuania (19%), Estonia, Romania and Latvia (at 

18%).  

The combined importance remained high in all countries, 

with lowest share of importance at 77% in the Netherlands.  
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Of the 81% of EU citizens who consider social standards 

important when purchasing goods and services, 36% say 

ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣέ ǿƘƛƭŜ пр҈ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ άŦŀƛǊƭȅ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦέ hƴƭȅ мп҈ ǎŀȅ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ άƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣέ ŀƴŘ 3҈ άƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦέ 

In all EU Member States, a majority of respondents rated 

ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ άǾŜǊȅ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ aŀƭǘŀ όсн҈ύΣ DǊŜŜŎŜ 

(54%), and Cyprus (53%). Other countries with strong 

support include Ireland (52%), Sweden (49%), and 

Luxembourg (47%).  
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Of the 79% of EU citizens who consider environmental 

standards important when purchasing goods and services, 

32҈ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣέ ǿƘƛƭŜ 47% consider them 

άŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦέ hƴƭȅ 16% say environmental standards 

ŀǊŜ άƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣέ ŀƴŘ 4҈ άƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦέ  

In all EU Member States but Estonia, a majority of 

respondents rated environmental standards as important. 

¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ άǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

recorded in Malta (59%), Cyprus (51%), and Ireland (49%).  

Other countries with strong support include Luxembourg, 

Greece (both 45%), Italy (43%) and Austria (42%).  
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The socio-demographic analysis reveals the following: 

¶ Across the EU27, both price and quality aspects are 

rated as important by the vast majority of 

respondents, with only minor variation across 

demographic groups. However, more nuanced 

differences emerge when it comes to brand, local 

production, and ethical standards such as 

environmental and social criteria. 

¶ Gender differences are modest. Men and women 

are equally likely to prioritise price and quality but 

diverge slightly on other aspects. Women are more 

likely than men to value local production (86% vs 

84%), environmental standards (80% vs 77%), and 

social standards (82% vs 80%), while men are 

marginally more brand conscious (52% vs 49%).  

¶ Age reveals more pronounced patterns. Younger 

respondents (aged 15ς24) are the most brand-

sensitive (56%), while older respondents place 

greater emphasis on ethical and local 

considerations. Support for local production and 

environmental standards increases steadily with 

age, peaking among those aged 55 and over at 

respectively 89% and 80%.  

¶ Education is a strong predictor of consumer 

priorities. Respondents who were in education the 

longest (at age 20 and older) are more likely to 

prioritise quality (96%), social standards (84%) and 

environmental standards (81%). Those who left 

education earlier (before age 16) are more price-

sensitive (94%). They are less likely to consider 

environmental (74%) or social factors (78%) 

important but more likely to consider local 

production important (87%).  

 

¶ Financial situation also plays a role. Respondents 

who almost never or never have difficulty paying 

bills are more likely to value quality (96%), local 

production (86%), and environmental standards 

(80%). In contrast, those who struggle the most 

financially are less likely to consider quality (89%), 

local production (81%) and environmental 

standards (71%). This suggests that economic 

constraints may limit the ability to prioritise 

sustainability or origin when making purchasing 

decisions. 

¶ Urbanisation introduces subtle but consistent 

differences. Residents of large towns are slightly 

more likely to prioritise environmental (80%) and 

social standards (82%), while those in rural areas 

place relatively more importance on local 

production (85%). 

¶ Finally, familiarity with the concept of the social 

economy is associated with more ethical and 

sustainability-oriented purchasing behaviour. 

Respondents who are familiar with the concept are 

significantly more likely than those who are 

unfamiliar with it to consider local production (88% 

vs 83%) environmental standards (83% vs 75%) and 

social standards (86% vs 78%).  

  



Special Eurobarometer 567 
Social economy in the life of Europeans 

 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

QB13

P
ri
c
e

Q
u
a
lit

y

B
ra

n
d

L
o
c
a
l 
p
ro

d
u
c
ti
o
n
, 

th
e
 f

a
c
t 

th
a
t 

th
e
 g

o
o
d
s
 a

n
d
 s

e
rv

ic
e
s
 

a
re

 p
ro

d
u
c
e
d
 i
n
 y

o
u
r 

a
re

a
, 

in
 (

O
U

R
 C

O
U

N
T

R
Y

)

E
n
v
ir
o
n
m

e
n
ta

l 
s
ta

n
d
a
rd

s
, 

e
.g

. 
e
n
e
rg

y
 c

o
n
s
u
m

p
ti
o
n
, 

c
a
rb

o
n
 a

n
d
 m

a
te

ri
a
l 

fo
o
tp

ri
n
t

S
o
c
ia

l 
s
ta

n
d
a
rd

s
, 

e
.g

. 
jo

b
 

q
u
a
lit

y
 a

n
d
 e

m
p
lo

y
e
e
 s

a
fe

ty

EU27 91 94 50 85 79 81

Man 91 94 52 84 77 80

Woman 92 94 49 86 80 82

15-24 93 94 56 74 75 80

25-39 90 92 53 82 79 82

40-54 91 95 54 87 79 82

55+ 92 95 45 89 80 82

15- 94 93 47 87 74 78

16-19 91 93 53 85 78 81

20+ 91 96 46 86 81 84

Still Studying 94 95 57 78 80 82

Most of the time 92 89 40 81 71 79

From time to time 90 90 54 84 77 80

Almost never / Never 93 96 50 86 80 82

Rural area or village 90 93 48 85 75 79

Small or middle sized town 93 94 52 86 80 83

Large town 92 95 51 83 80 82

(1-4) Left 93 96 45 86 84 86

(5-6) Centre 92 95 52 87 81 83

(7-10) Right 88 91 52 84 73 78

Yes 92 96 51 88 83 86

No 91 92 50 83 75 78

Left-right political scale

Age-4

When you buy goods and services, how 

important are the following aspects to you?

(% - EU)

Gender

Familiarity with the concept of social economy

Education (End of)

Difficulties paying bills

Subjective urbanisation
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4. Receiving support from social economy 

organisations  

One in ten EU citizens say they received support in the 

form of access to training, education or employment 

opportunities  

When asked whether they had ever received support from 

social economy organisations, one-third of EU citizens (33%) 

answered positively. This indicates that social economy 

organisations have an active role across supporting role in 

the EU with a third receiving at least one form of support. 

The most common form of support was access to training, 

education, or employment opportunities, cited by 10% of 

respondents. This includes services such as language 

courses, job coaching, and vocational training. 

 

 

 

 

 
Other frequently mentioned types of support included the 

provision of goods (9%)τsuch as food, clothes, or school 

suppliesτand personal help or services (8%), including 

childcare, elderly care, or legal advice. An equal share (8%) 

reported participation in community activities or support 

groups, highlighting the role of social economy organisations 

in fostering social inclusion. 

Less commonly cited forms of support were financial 

assistance (6%) and housing or shelter support (6%), while 

1% of respondents spontaneously mentioned other types of 

supportΦ ! ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ όн҈ύ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣέ 

indicating some uncertainty or lack of awareness. 
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Across the EU, the proportion of citizens who report having 

received support from social economy organisations varies 

significantly by Member State. The highest levels of support 

received are observed in the Netherlands and Belgium, 

where 54% of respondents report having benefited from 

such support. These are followed by Austria (47%), Ireland 

(45%) Croatia, and Malta (both at 44%). 

In the Nordic and Central European Member States, support 

levels hover around 40%. Estonia reports 43%, Finland 41%, 

and Germany 39%. Luxembourg stands at 38% while 

Slovakia, Poland and Czech Republic at 36%.  

Lower levels of reported support are found in Spain (22%), 

Portugal (19%) and Greece (17%) where less than 1 in 4 

citizen report to have received any support from social 

economy organisations. 
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The socio-demographic analysis reveals the following: 

¶ Gender differences are modest, with 34% of 

women and 33% of men reporting having received 

some form of support. Women are slightly more 

likely to have received personal help or care 

services (10% vs 7%) and to have participated in 

community activities (9% vs 8%). 

¶ Age plays a more significant role. The highest level 

of reported support is among 15ς24-year-olds 

(37%), followed by 25ς39-year-olds (38%). In 

contrast, only 29% of those aged 55+ report having 

received support. Younger respondents are 

particularly more likely to have accessed training or 

employment-related activities (13% among 15ς24 

vs 7% among 55+). 

¶ Education level also correlates with the support 

received. Those who are still studying report the 

highest level of support received (37%), especially 

in terms of training and employment support 14%, 

compared to only 26% of the people who stopped 

their education at 15 or younger. 35% of those who 

completed their education at the age of 20 or older 

report having received some kind of support. 

 

¶ A strong gradient is observed based on financial 

vulnerability. Among those who have difficulties 

paying bills most of the time, 43% report having 

received supportτcompared to 41% among those 

with difficulties from time to time, and 29% among 

those who almost never or never face such 

difficulties. The most common forms of support for 

the most financially vulnerable include goods (19%) 

and access to training (12%). 

¶ Differences given the degree of urbanisation are 

modest. Respondents in large and medium size 

towns report the highest support (34%), followed 

by those in rural areas (33%).  

¶ The same share of citizens on the left and right of 

the political spectrum reported receiving at least 

some form of support (36%). Those in the centre 

reported receiving slightly less support (33%).  

¶ Familiarity with the concept of social economy is 

a key differentiator: 39% of those who are familiar 

with the term report having received support, 

compared to just 30% among those unfamiliar. 

This suggests that awareness may play a role in 

access or recognition of support received. 
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EU27 6 9 8 6 10 8 1 65 2 33 65

Man 6 8 7 6 10 8 1 66 2 33 65

Woman 6 9 10 6 10 9 1 64 2 34 64

15-24 6 8 6 6 13 10 1 60 3 37 60

25-39 7 10 9 7 13 9 1 60 2 38 60

40-54 7 9 9 6 12 9 1 63 2 35 63

55+ 5 7 9 5 7 8 0 69 2 29 69

15- 5 9 9 6 5 5 0 72 2 26 72

16-19 6 9 8 7 10 8 1 65 2 34 64

20+ 6 8 9 4 12 10 1 63 2 35 63

Still Studying 6 8 5 6 14 11 1 60 3 37 60

Most of the time 9 19 8 10 12 8 0 56 1 43 56

From time to time 8 11 10 8 12 10 1 57 2 41 57

Almost never / Never 5 6 8 4 9 8 1 69 2 29 69

Rural area or village 6 8 8 5 9 8 1 65 2 33 65

Small or middle sized town 6 9 9 6 11 9 1 65 1 34 65

Large town 6 9 8 5 10 9 1 65 2 34 64

(1-4) Left 7 9 9 5 11 10 1 62 2 36 62

(5-6) Centre 6 8 8 6 10 8 1 65 2 33 65

(7-10) Right 7 9 9 7 11 9 0 63 1 36 63

Yes 7 9 10 6 13 11 1 60 1 39 60

No 6 8 7 5 8 6 1 68 2 30 68

Gender

Familiarity with the concept of social economy

Education (End of)

Age-4

Left-right political scale

Subjective urbanisation

Have you ever received any kind of support from social economy organisations? (MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE)

(% - EU)

Difficulties paying bills
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5. Impact of the social economy on 

personal well-being  

Six in ten EU citizens consider the social economy 

important for their personal well-being 

When asked to rate the importance of the social economy 

for their personal well-being on a scale from 1 to 10, most 

EU citizens expressed positive views. At the EU27 level, 61% 

of respondents consider the social economy to be important 

for their well-being, while 21% remain neutral and 15% 

regard it as not important.  

Importance of the social economy in personal well-being is 

particularly strong in Malta (84%) and Luxembourg (76%), 

followed by Hungary (72%), Cyprus and Ireland (both at 

71%). These countries show a clear majority of citizens who 

view the social economy as a meaningful contributor to their 

quality of life. 

 

 

 

 

In contrast, lower levels of perceived importance are 

observed in Estonia (43%), Sweden (47%), and Czech 

Republic (49%), where neutral or negative views are more 

prevalent. Notably, Estonia also has one of the highest 

shares of respondents who consider the social economy not 

important (27%). 

The share of neutral responses ranges from 8% in Malta to 

26% in Slovenia, suggesting varying degrees of uncertainty 

ƻǊ ŀƳōƛǾŀƭŜƴŎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿέ ŀƴŘ 

άbƻǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƭƻǿ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƭƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ 

typically below 5%. 
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The socio-demographic analysis reveals the following: 

¶ 63% of women consider the social economy 

important for their personal well-being, compared 

to 59% of men. Women are slightly more likely to 

ǊŀǘŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ άŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ (18% vs 16%) and 

ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƭŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ άƴƻǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ όмр҈ 

vs 17%). 

¶ Age shows limited variation. The highest share of 

respondents who consider the social economy 

important is among 15ς24-year-olds (63%) and 25ς

39-year-olds (61%). This share slightly decreases 

among those aged 40ς54 and 55+ (both 60%). 

Younger respondents are also slightly more likely to 

ǊŀǘŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ άŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ όмтς18%) than 

older groups. 

¶ Citizens who are still studying report the highest 

level of importance (64%), followed by those who 

ended education at 15 or younger (63%). Those 

who completed education between 16ς19 report 

61%, while those with 20+ years of education report 

the lowest share (60%).  

 

 

¶ Among those who face financial difficulties most 

of the time, 61% consider the social economy 

importantΣ ǿƛǘƘ нн҈ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ άŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜǎ ǘƻ со҈ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

who struggle from time to time, and 60% among 

those who almost never or never face such 

difficulties. The most financially vulnerable group is 

also more likely to rate the social economy as 

άŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣέ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ 

perceived relevance. 

¶ Urbanisation influences perceptions. Respondents 

in large towns are most likely to consider the social 

economy important (63%), followed by those in 

small or medium-sized towns (62%) and rural areas 

(59%).  

¶ Support ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

well-being does not seem to be affected by 

political orientation. Notably, individuals 

identifying as left-leaning (65%), centrist (60%), and 

right-leaning (61%) express similar levels of 

endorsement. 

¶ Familiarity with the concept of social economy is a 

key differentiator. Among those who are familiar 

with the term, 65% consider it is important, 

compared to 58% among those unfamiliar.  
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EU27 5 17 2 15 21 61

Man 5 16 2 17 21 59

Woman 5 18 3 15 19 63

15-24 5 17 2 16 19 63

25-39 5 18 2 17 20 61

40-54 5 17 2 16 21 60

55+ 6 16 3 15 21 60

15- 4 19 4 14 18 63

16-19 5 17 3 15 20 61

20+ 6 16 1 18 21 60

Still Studying 4 18 3 16 17 64

Most of the time 5 22 2 17 19 61

From time to time 4 17 2 15 19 63

Almost never / Never 5 16 2 16 21 60

Rural area or village 5 17 3 16 21 59

Small or middle sized town 6 18 2 16 20 62

Large town 4 15 1 15 20 63

(1-4) Left 4 19 1 15 19 65

(5-6) Centre 5 16 3 15 22 60

(7-10) Right 6 14 1 19 19 61

Yes 5 17 0 16 19 65

No 6 17 4 16 21 58

Familiarity with the concept of social economy

Gender

Age-4

In your opinion, how important is the social economy for each of the following? Please use a 1 to 10 scale, 

where 1 means not at all important and 10 means extremely important:

Your well-being

Left-right political scale

Education (End of)

Difficulties paying bills

Subjective urbanisation
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III. Perceived societal role and 
relevance of the social 
economy  
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1. Societal and environmental 

contributions of the social economy 

More than seven in ten EU citizens believe the social 

economy is important for preserving the planet, the 

well-being of society in their country and their local 

community 

When asked to rate the importance of the social economy at 

a societal level on a scale from 1 to 10, a clear majority of EU 

citizens expressed positive views.  

At the EU27 level, 71% of EU citizens consider the social 

economy important for the preservation of the planet, 72% 

consider it important for their local community and 75% 

consider the social economy is important for the wellbeing 

of society in their country.  
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At the EU27 level, 72% of respondents consider the social 

economy to be important for the well-being of their local 

community, while 18% remain neutral and 7% regard it as 

not important. 

{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ promoting local 

well-being is particularly strong in Malta (87%), Ireland 

(83%), and the Netherlands (83%).  

In contrast, lower levels of perceived importance are 

observed in Bulgaria (64%), Estonia (54%), and Czechia (50%) 

where neutral or negative views are more prevalent.  

The share of neutral responses ranges from 9% in Malta to 

20% in Latvia, suggesting varying degrees of uncertainty or 

ŀƳōƛǾŀƭŜƴŎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ άbƻǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ 

responses remain below 10% in most countries, with the 

exception of Estonia (11%) and Czechia (21%). 
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At the EU27 level, three out of four respondents consider 

the social economy to be important for the well-being of 

their society, while 17% remain neutral and 5% regard it as 

not important.  

{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 

strong in Malta, the Netherlands, and Ireland, where over 

84% of respondents consider it important. These countries 

are followed closely by Luxembourg, Portugal (both at 84%) 

and Italy at 83%.  

In contrast, lower levels of perceived importance are 

observed in France (69%), Estonia (59%), and Czechia (56%).  

Neutral responses range from around 8% in Malta to over 

25% Estonia, reflecting varying degrees of uncertainty or 

ŀƳōƛǾŀƭŜƴŎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ άbƻǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ 

responses are highest in Czechia (16%), Slovenia (9%), 

followed by Estonia and France (both at 8%).   
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71% of EU citizens consider social economy important for 

the preservation of the planet, 16% have a neutral opinion, 

ƻƴƭȅ у҈ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ άbƻǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ п҈ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜȅ ά5ƻ 

ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿέΦ 

In several Member States, support is particularly strong, with 

Luxembourg (85%), Italy (84%), Malta (83%), and Portugal 

(81%) showing the highest shares of respondents who 

consider the social economy important for environmental 

sustainability. 

Other countries with high levels of support include Ireland 

and Croatia, both at 80%, Hungary (79%) and the 

Netherlands, Poland and Slovakia, all above 75%, indicating 

ōǊƻŀŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴŜǘŀǊȅ 

well-being. 

Neutral responses vary across countries, ranging from 9% in 

Malta to 25% in Estonia, suggesting differing degrees of 

certainty or engagement with the topic. Notably, Estonia 

shows a lower level of support (52% important) and a 

relatively high share of respondents who consider the social 

economy not important for the preservation of the planet 

(11%), indicating more mixed views. 

άbƻǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƭƻǿ ƛƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

although with some exceptions. 17% of citizens in Czechia 

say social economy is not important for the preservation of 

the planet, with Austria and Sweden following closely with 

relatively high scores oŦ мс҈ ŀƴŘ мп҈ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ ά5ƻƴΩǘ 

ƪƴƻǿέ ŀƴŘ άbƻǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ.   

  



Special Eurobarometer 567 
Social economy in the life of Europeans 

 

42 

The socio-demographic analysis reveals the following: 

¶ Gender differences are modest. Women are 

slightly more likely than men to consider the social 

economy important across all dimensions: for the 

well-being of the local community: 73% of women 

vs 71% of men, for the well-being of society: 77% vs 

74%, for the preservation of the planet: 74% vs 

69%. 

¶ Age reveals a clear pattern. Younger respondents 

are more likely to consider the social economy 

important for society, while middle-aged groups 

show slightly higher support for local community 

well-being: Respondents aged 15ς24 are most likely 

to rate the social economy as important for society 

(78%) and the planet (75%), while 25ς39-year-olds 

are most likely to value its role in the local 

community (76%). Support declines slightly with 

age: among those aged 55+, 70% consider it 

important for the local community, 73% for society, 

and 70% for the planet. 

¶ Education level is a strong predictor of support: 

Respondents still studying are the most supportive 

across all dimensions (77% for local community, 

80% for society, 77% for the planet). Those who 

completed education at 20+ also show high support 

(74%, 78%, and 72% respectively). Those who left 

school at the age of 15 or before are least likely to 

consider the social economy important, particularly 

for the planet (69%). 

 

¶ Financial situation also plays a role: Respondents 

who almost never or never face difficulties paying 

bills are more likely to consider the social economy 

important (76% for society, 72% for the planet). 

Those who face difficulties most of the time show 

lower support, especially for the planet (64%). 

¶ Urbanisation introduces subtle but consistent 

differences: Residents of large towns are most 

likely to consider the social economy important 

(76% for local community, 78% for society, 75% for 

preservation of the planet). Those in rural areas are 

least likely to do so (69%, 72%, and 68% 

respectively). 

¶ Whereas respondents identifying with the left are 

slightly more likely to consider the social economy 

important (82% for society well-being, 79% for 

preservation of the planet and 78% for the well-

being of their community), overall the majority of 

EU citizens consider it important, regardless of 

their political orientation (>69%). 
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QB7

In your opinion, how important is the 

social economy for each of the following? 

Please use a 1 to 10 scale, where 1 

means not at all important and 10 means 

extremely important:

'Total important'

(% - EU)
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 p
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EU27 72 75 71

Man 71 74 69

Woman 73 77 74

15-24 74 78 75

25-39 76 77 73

40-54 72 76 71

55+ 70 73 70

15- 70 73 69

16-19 70 73 71

20+ 74 78 72

Still Studying 77 80 77

Most of the time 70 72 64

From time to time 73 74 72

Almost never / Never 72 76 72

Rural area or village 69 72 68

Small or middle sized town 72 75 72

Large town 76 78 75

(1-4) Left 78 82 79

(5-6) Centre 71 74 71

(7-10) Right 69 72 69

Yes 78 82 77

No 67 70 67

Familiarity with the concept of social economy

Gender

Age-4

Left-right political scale

Education (End of)

Difficulties paying bills

Subjective urbanisation
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2. Contribution of social economy 

organisations to the economy  

Close to 6 Europeans out of 10 think social economy 

organisations make the biggest difference in health 

and social care 

When asked in which sectors social economy organisations 

make the biggest difference, EU citizens most frequently 

identify health and social care, with a total of 58% of 

respondents selecting this sector. This includes services such 

as child and elderly care, disability support, and other forms 

of community-based assistance.  

The second most frequently mentioned sector is education 

and training, cited by 44% of respondents. This includes 

adult learning, youth support, and other educational 

initiatives, suggesting that citizens see social economy 

organisations as important contributors to lifelong learning 

and social inclusion through education. 

Culture, sports and leisure is the third most cited sector, with 

42% of respondents recognising the role of social economy 

organisations in areas such as community theatres, sports 

clubs, and cultural centres.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environmental and sustainability-related activities also 

feature prominently. 36% of respondents identify 

environment and energyτincluding recycling, renewable 

energy, and environmental clean-upτas a key area of 

impact. This is followed closely by agriculture and food and 

housing and construction, both at 35%. 

Lower levels of recognition are observed for retail and local 

commerce (26%), transport and mobility (25%), and tourism 

and hospitality (17%). These sectors may be less visible or 

less commonly associated with social economy models, 

despite their growing presence in some Member States. 

Finance and insurance are the least cited sector, with only 

14% of respondents identifying it as an area where social 

economy organisations make a difference.  

Only 2% of respondents believe that social economy 

organisations do not make a difference in any sector, while 

р҈ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ   
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Across the EU, citizens identify different sectors where social 

economy organisations make the most significant impact. 

The most frequently cited sector is health and social care in 

24 Member States countries. 

The highest proportions are observed in Portugal (71%), 

Lithuania (70%), and the Czech Republic (69%). These are 

closely followed by the Netherlands and Cyprus (both at 

67%). More than two-thirds of respondents believe social 

economy organisations make the biggest difference in 

health services.  

Slightly lower levels are seen in Romania (49%), and Slovenia 

(47%) and Poland (44%) with less than half of citizens 

identifying health and social care as the primary sector of 

impact. 

Culture, Sports and Leisure is most prominently cited in 

Sweden (80%) and Denmark (69%), indicating a strong 

cultural orientation in perceptions of social economy impact. 

Education and training emerge as the top sector in Spain, 

where 53% of respondents believe social economy 

organisations make the biggest difference in this domain. 
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The socio-demographic analysis reveals the following:  

¶ Gender differences are modest. Men and women 

express nearly identical levels of support across all 

sectors. Women are slightly more likely to mention 

health and social care (59% vs 57%), while men are 

marginally more likely to mention finance and 

insurance (15% vs 14%) and culture, sports and 

leisure (43% vs 41%). 

¶ Age reveals more distinct patterns. Younger 

respondents aged 15ς24 are less likely to associate 

the social economy with agriculture and food (27%) 

or housing and construction (33%) but are more 

likely to mention education and training (46%) and 

culture, sports and leisure (44%). Respondents aged 

40ς54 and 55+ are more likely to identify 

agriculture and food (36ς38%) and health and social 

care (59%) as key sectors. This suggests that older 

respondents associate the social economy more 

with essential services, while younger people link 

it to education and cultural engagement. 

¶ Education level is a strong predictor of sectoral 

perceptions. Respondents with higher education 

(20+) are more likely to associate the social 

economy with education and training (48%), 

environment and energy (40%), and culture, sports 

and leisure (48%). Those who left education at 15 

or younger are more likely to mention agriculture 

and food (36%) and health and social care (59%), 

but less likely to mention environmental (32%) or 

cultural sectors (34%). Respondents who are still 

studying show high recognition of education and 

training (49%) and culture (46%), but lower 

awareness of reinvestment-related sectors such as 

finance (16%) and housing (35%). 

¶ Financial situation also plays a role. Respondents 

who almost never or never have difficulty paying 

bills are more likely to associate the social 

economy with health and social care (60%), 

education (45%), and culture (43%). Those who 

face difficulties most of the time are less likely to 

mention environment and energy (28%) and more 

likely to mention tourism and hospitality (20%), 

suggesting that economic insecurity may influence 

perceptions of sectoral relevance. 

 

 

¶ Urbanisation introduces clear differences. 

Residents of large towns are more likely to 

associate the social economy with education and 

training (48%), environment and energy (39%), and 

culture, sports and leisure (45%). Those in rural 

areas are more likely to mention agriculture and 

food (37%) and health and social care (57%), but 

less likely to mention culture (39%) or 

environmental sectors (34%). This suggests that 

urban residents may be more exposed to a broader 

range of social economy initiatives, while rural 

respondents focus on essential services and local 

production. 

¶ Familiarity with the concept of the social economy 

is strongly associated with broader recognition of 

its impact. Respondents who are familiar with the 

concept are significantly more likely to mention 

education and training (50%), environment and 

energy (41%), and culture (48%). Those unfamiliar 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƪƴƻǿέ όу҈ Ǿǎ н҈ύ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ 

education (38%) and environment (32%). 
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EU27 35 58 44 35 26 17 36 14 25 42 1 2 5

Man 35 57 44 35 26 17 36 15 25 43 1 2 5

Woman 34 59 44 35 26 17 36 14 24 41 1 2 5

15-24 27 54 46 33 23 16 34 16 23 44 1 1 6

25-39 32 57 45 37 27 19 34 16 26 45 1 2 4

40-54 36 59 46 36 28 18 38 15 25 42 1 2 4

55+ 38 59 41 34 25 15 36 13 24 40 1 3 6

15- 36 59 38 34 24 16 32 10 23 34 1 3 9

16-19 35 56 41 34 26 18 33 15 25 39 1 3 5

20+ 34 61 48 36 27 16 40 15 25 48 1 2 3

Still Studying 29 56 49 35 23 15 38 16 23 46 1 1 5

Most of the time 33 53 43 34 25 20 28 12 22 38 2 3 5

From time to time 36 55 42 35 30 19 34 16 27 40 1 2 5

Almost never / Never 34 60 45 35 24 16 37 14 24 43 1 2 5

Rural area or village 37 57 41 34 25 17 34 14 25 39 0 2 6

Small or middle sized town 34 58 43 32 26 17 35 14 24 42 1 3 5

Large town 33 59 48 39 27 16 39 16 24 45 0 2 4

(1-4) Left 36 62 48 39 28 16 42 16 26 49 0 1 3

(5-6) Centre 35 60 43 34 27 17 35 13 24 41 0 2 5

(7-10) Right 36 54 42 34 25 19 33 16 26 40 1 3 4

Yes 37 62 50 39 29 18 41 17 27 48 1 1 2

No 33 55 38 32 24 16 32 12 22 37 1 3 8

Familiarity with the concept of social economy

Gender

Education (End of)

In which of the following sectors do you think social economy organisations make the biggest difference? Firstly? And then? (MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE)

(% - EU)

Difficulties paying bills

Subjective urbanisation

Age-4

Left-right political scale
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3. Social and community impact of the 

social economy  

Close to half EU citizens believe reducing poverty is 

the area in which social economy makes the most 

important contribution 

When asked in which areas the social economy makes the 

most important contribution in their country, EU citizens 

most frequently identify poverty reduction, with a total of 

46% of respondents selecting this area. This includes 

initiatives such as affordable services, housing, food 

provision, and financial assistance, highlighting the social 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ōŀǎƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

vulnerability. 

The second most frequently mentioned area is care and 

healthcare services, cited by 42% of respondents. This 

encompasses support for the elderly, people with 

disabilities, and other community-based health services. 

Social inclusion ranks third, with 37% of respondents 

ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ 

minorities, migrants, and isolated groups into society.  

 

 

 

 

Environmental and sustainability-related activities also 

feature prominently. A third of respondents identify 

environmental protectionτincluding waste reduction, 

recycling, and repairτas a key area of impact. This is 

followed by strengthening local communities (32%), which 

includes revitalising neighbourhoods and supporting local 

businesses. 

In terms of employment and skills, 30% of respondents 

highlight training and skills development, such as language 

courses and apprenticeships. Helping people find work and 

creating jobs are each cited by 28%, underlining the social 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻō ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Lower levels of recognition are observed for green and 

renewable energy (22%) and digital inclusion (20%), 

suggesting these areas are less visible or still emerging in the 

ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜΦ Only 1% of 

respondents mention other areas spontaneously, 2% believe 

the social economy does not make a contribution in their 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ с҈ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ 
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Across the EU, citizens perceive the social economy as 

making important contributions to various areas of social 

and community life. The most frequently cited area is 

reducing poverty (in 19 countries), followed by offering care 

and healthcare services (in six countries), strengthening local 

communities (in one country), and supporting social 

inclusion (in one country). 

The highest recognition for poverty reduction is observed in 

Portugal (63%), Slovakia (59%), the Netherlands (58%) and 

Austria (57%), where more than half of respondents identify 

this as the most important contribution of the social 

economy. 

The lowest levels of recognition for poverty reduction are 

found in Romania at 40% and Poland where only 32% of 

respondents cite this area. 

In terms of care and healthcare services, more than half 

citizens reported social economy as impactful in Malta 

(60%), Czechia (59%), and the Germany (51%). The sector is 

the also mostly quoted in Cyprus (46%), Bulgaria (43%) and 

Latvia (38%). 

Strengthening local communities is the most quoted sector 

in Denmark, where 57% of respondents highlight the role of 

the social economy in activities such as revitalising villages 

and supporting local businesses. 

Finally, Sweden stands out for its emphasis on the social 

ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ supporting social inclusion, with 60% of 

respondents identifying this as its most important 

contribution. 
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The socio-demographic analysis reveals the following: 

¶ Across the EU27, citizens most frequently identify 

reducing poverty (46%), offering care and healthcare 

services (42%), and supporting social inclusion (37%) as 

the areas where the social economy makes the most 

important contribution. However, there are meaningful 

differences across socio-demographic groups. 

¶ Gender differences are minimal. Men and women 

express nearly identical levels of support across all 

areas. Women are slightly more likely to mention 

reducing poverty (47% vs 46%) and healthcare services 

(43% vs 41%), while men are marginally more likely to 

mention green and renewable energy (23% vs 22%) and 

strengthening local communities (33% vs 31%). 

¶ Age reveals more distinct patterns. Younger 

respondents, aged 15ς24, are more likely to associate 

the social economy with helping people find work 

(32%) and creating jobs (31%) but are less likely to 

mention reducing poverty (41%). Respondents aged 40ς

54 and 55+ are more likely to identify reducing poverty 

(47ς48%) and healthcare services (42ς44%) as key 

areas. This suggests that older respondents associate 

the social economy more with essential services, while 

younger people link it to employment and inclusion. 

¶ Education level is a strong predictor of perceived 

impact. Respondents with longer education (20+) are 

more likely to associate the social economy with 

training and skills development (35%), social inclusion 

(42%), and environmental protection (35%). Those who 

left education at 15 or younger are more likely to 

mention reducing poverty (48%) and healthcare services 

(42%), but less likely to mention digital inclusion (17%) 

or green energy (20%). Respondents who are still 

studying show high recognition of healthcare services 

(45%), green energy (25%), and environmental 

protection (34%), but lower awareness of poverty 

reduction (42%). 

 

 

¶ Financial situation also plays a role. Respondents who 

almost never or never have difficulty paying bills are 

more likely to associate the social economy with 

reducing poverty (47%), healthcare services (43%), and 

environmental protection (34%). Those who face 

difficulties most of the time are less likely to mention 

ƎǊŜŜƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ όмс҈ύ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άƴƻƴŜέ 

(5%), suggesting that economic insecurity may influence 

perceptions of sectoral relevance. 

¶ Urbanisation introduces clear differences. Residents of 

large towns are more likely to associate the social 

economy with training and skills (34%), environmental 

protection (35%), and social inclusion (40%). Those in 

rural areas are more likely to mention reducing poverty 

(45%) and healthcare services (42%), but less likely to 

mention digital inclusion (18%) or green energy (21%). 

This suggests that urban residents may be more 

exposed to a broader range of social economy 

initiatives, while rural respondents focus on essential 

services. 

¶ Familiarity with the concept of the social economy is 

strongly associated with broader recognition of its 

impact. Respondents who are familiar with the concept 

are significantly more likely to mention poverty 

reduction (51%), social inclusion (45%), and 

environmental protection (37%). Those unfamiliar with 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿέ όф҈ 

vs 3%) and less likely to mention any area, particularly 

training and skills (27%) and green energy (21%). 

 



Special Eurobarometer 567 
Social economy in the life of Europeans 

 

51 

 

 

 

 

QB9ab

H
e
lp

in
g
 p

e
o
p
le

 f
in

d
 w

o
rk

S
u
p
p
o
rt

in
g
 s

o
c
ia

l 
in

c
lu

s
io

n
, 

e
.g

.

h
e
lp

in
g
 m

in
o
ri
ti
e
s
, 

is
o
la

te
d
 g

ro
u
p
s
 o

r

m
ig

ra
n
ts

 t
o
 f

e
e
l 
p
a
rt

 o
f 

s
o
c
ie

ty

R
e
d
u
c
in

g
 p

o
v
e
rt

y
, 

e
.g

. 
o
ff

e
ri
n
g

a
ff

o
rd

a
b
le

 s
e
rv

ic
e
s
, 

h
o
u
s
in

g
, 

fo
o
d
 o

r

fi
n
a
n
c
ia

l 
h
e
lp

P
ro

v
id

in
g
 t

ra
in

in
g
 a

n
d
 d

e
v
e
lo

p
in

g

s
k
ill

s
, 

e
.g

. 
la

n
g
u
a
g
e
 c

o
u
rs

e
s
,

a
p
p
re

n
ti
c
e
s
h
ip

s

C
re

a
ti
n
g
 j
o
b
s

O
ff

e
ri
n
g
 c

a
re

 a
n
d
 h

e
a
lt
h
c
a
re

 s
e
rv

ic
e
s

Im
p
ro

v
in

g
 d

ig
it
a
l 
in

c
lu

s
io

n
, 

e
.g

.

h
e
lp

in
g
 p

e
o
p
le

 u
s
e
 d

ig
it
a
l 
to

o
ls

 a
n
d

a
c
c
e
s
s
 s

e
rv

ic
e
s
 d

ig
it
a
lly

)

P
ro

te
c
ti
n
g
 t

h
e
 e

n
v
ir
o
n
m

e
n
t,

 e
.g

.

re
d
u
c
in

g
 w

a
s
te

, 
e
n
c
o
u
ra

g
in

g
 r

e
c
y
c
lin

g
,

re
u
s
in

g
 a

n
d
 r

e
p
a
ir
in

g

S
u
p
p
o
rt

in
g
 g

re
e
n
 a

n
d
 r

e
n
e
w

a
b
le

 

e
n
e
rg

y

S
tr

e
n
g
th

e
n
in

g
 l
o
c
a
l 
c
o
m

m
u
n
it
ie

s
 (

e
.g

.

re
v
it
a
lis

in
g
 v

ill
a
g
e
s
 o

r 
n
e
ig

h
b
o
u
rh

o
o
d
s
,

s
u
p
p
o
rt

in
g
 l
o
c
a
l 
b
u
s
in

e
s
s
e
s
)

O
th

e
r 

(S
P

O
N

T
A

N
E

O
U

S
)

N
o
n
e
 
-
 
y
o
u
 
d
o
n
ô
t
 
t
h
i
n
k
 
t
h
a
t
 
t
h
e
 
s
o
c
i
a
l

e
c
o
n
o
m

y
 m

a
k
e
s
 a

 c
o
n
tr

ib
u
ti
o
n
 i
n
 (

O
U

R

C
O

U
N

T
R

Y
) 

(S
P

O
N

T
A

N
E

O
U

S
)

D
o
n
't
 k

n
o
w

EU27 28 37 46 30 28 42 20 33 22 32 1 2 6

Man 28 36 46 30 28 41 20 32 23 33 1 2 6

Woman 28 38 47 30 28 43 20 33 22 31 1 2 7

15-24 32 35 41 28 31 41 20 30 24 26 1 1 7

25-39 29 39 46 33 28 39 22 32 23 34 1 2 5

40-54 29 41 47 32 28 42 22 33 24 34 0 2 5

55+ 26 34 48 28 27 44 18 33 21 31 1 3 8

15- 30 33 48 23 27 42 17 29 20 28 1 3 10

16-19 29 35 45 29 29 42 20 32 22 30 1 3 6

20+ 26 42 48 35 26 41 21 35 24 37 1 2 5

Still Studying 31 35 42 28 32 45 22 34 25 29 1 1 5

Most of the time 26 35 44 28 23 39 18 26 16 25 1 5 6

From time to time 30 37 46 31 30 40 23 31 23 31 0 2 6

Almost never / Never 28 38 47 30 28 43 19 34 23 33 1 2 7

Rural area or village 26 35 45 29 26 42 18 32 21 34 0 2 8

Small or middle sized town 29 37 46 28 29 43 20 32 23 31 1 3 6

Large town 30 40 49 34 29 41 23 35 23 31 0 2 5

(1-4) Left 29 46 52 32 28 42 21 37 25 37 1 2 4

(5-6) Centre 28 35 46 31 29 43 20 32 22 31 0 2 6

(7-10) Right 28 35 45 30 28 42 23 33 22 32 0 3 4

Yes 29 45 51 34 27 44 24 37 25 36 1 1 3

No 28 31 43 27 29 41 17 29 21 28 1 3 9

Familiarity with the concept of social economy

Gender

Education (End of)

Thinking more about the social or community impact of the social economy, in which of the following areas does the social economy make the most important contribution in (OUR COUNTRY)? Firstly? 

And then? (MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE)

(% - EU)

Difficulties paying bills

Subjective urbanisation

Age-4

Left-right political scale



 

 

[C
a
ta

lo
g
u

e
 n

u
m

b
e
r] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

IV. Perception of policy and 
institutional support 
towards the social 
economy  

 

 

 

 
















































