European
Commission

Special Eurobarometer 540 —

Europeans and their languages

TOTAL EU27 26,523 interviews | Fieldwork: 25 September - 19 October 2023 ITALY
Italy 1,047 interviews | Fieldwork: 25 September - 6 October 2023 Methodology (IT): Face-to-face

1. MULTILINGUALISM IN THE EU: LANGUAGES AND ATTITUDES

D48a. Thinking about the languages that you speak, which D48.otherlang. And which other language, if any, do you speak
language is your mother tongue? well enough in order to be able to have a conversation?
(%) (%)
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German French
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Spanish Spanish
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Romanian German
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AY Evolution: 2023 (EB100.1) - 2012 (EB77.1, excluding the UK from EU average)

QB7. Please tell me to what extent you agree or disagree with each the following statements. (%)

Everyone in the EU should be able to speak at least one language in addition to their mother tongue

O 2 (V1)

® v 38(v2) ) 36) 3 ()
Everyone in the EU should be able to speak more than one language in addition to their mother tongue

On 3(2)

® v 37(V2) 20(A2) 3(A2) 3 (=)
Improving language skills should be a policy priority

O IEETYEE e e (A ), 2 (va)

® v 41(v3) 14(A1)  5(A1) 5 (=)
Regional and minority languages should be protected
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You prefer to watch foreign films and programmes with subtitles, rather than dubbed

O 3 (va)

® = 24(46) 16(v3) IIEWSI < A

@ Totally agree Tend to agree © Tend to disagree @ Totally disagree ® Don't know
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2. USE OF LANGUAGES IN DIFFERENT CONTEXTS

SD3. How often do you use your first other language, second other language and third other language? (%)

First other language
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Second other language
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@ v 26 (A4) 56 (¥ 10) 5 (=)

Third other language
‘ EU27 3(A 18 (A5) 65(V4) 9 (V4)

@ Every day\almost every day @ Often but not on a daily basis Occasionally Don't know
AY Evolution: 2023 (EB100.1) - 2012 (EB77.1, excluding the UK from EU average)

SD4a. When do you regularly use...? First other language %

On holidays abroad
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On the Internet
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Communicating with friends

Work related conversations
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Watching films\ television\ listening to the radio

Watching or reading the news
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Reading books\ newspapers\ magazines
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Travelling abroad for business purposes

Work related written communication
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While studying languages
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Travelling abroad to study, for training or volunteering purposes

Work related reading
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Communicating with members of your family
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While studying something else
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3. LANGUAGE LEARNING: MOTIVES AND METHODS

QB1a. Thinking about languages other than your mother tongue, which two QB1b. And for children to learn for their future?
languages do you think are the most useful for your personal development? (MAX. 2 ANSWERS)
(MAX. 2 ANSWERS) (%)
(%)
1 2
English English
A1l 3
A 2 14 A 5
French Chinese
v 13 v 2
A2 12 A1l 12
Spanish Spanish
= 12 = 13
A3 1 \ 10
Chinese French
v 2 4 VvV 4 12
Vi 8 VvV 4 6
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erman- o o 3 ®IT ® EU27 erman e 13 ®IT ® EU27

AY Evolution: 2023 (EB100.1) - 2012 (EB77.1, excluding the UK from EU average)

QB2. In your opinion, what are the main advantages of learning a QB3. Which of the following situations apply to you?
new language? (MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE) (%)
(%)

To be able towork 4 1
in another country ¥ 11

You have not learned a
language recently, and you A2
don't intend to start in the A 3
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To get a better job in
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(OUR COUNTRY) ¥ 6 coming year
To be able to understand people 7 40
from other cultures 7 a5 You have never learned any y 3
language other than your
To use on holidays abroad 2 _ 422 mother tongue =
To use at work (including travelling 13 40
abroad on business) 15 40 You have continued to learna ¥ 1

language in the last 2 years v 1
For personal satisfaction
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You have not learned a

language recently, but you A 5
intend to start in the coming
year

To be able to study
in another country
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To meet people from
other countries

You have started to learna y 4
new language in the last 2
years =

To be able to use the Internet
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To feel more European
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To be able to train or volunteer

in another country Don't know
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To keep up knowledge ofa A 8
language spoken by your family A 3
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3. LANGUAGE LEARNING: MOTIVES AND METHODS

QB4b. Which did you find the most effective? QB8. How often do you use online machine translations?
(%) (%)

Language lessons at school,
university or through vocational

33

education and training 34
Talking informally to 10
a native speaker 9
Conversation lessons with 10
a native speaker 6
IT ‘ ' Outer Pie EU27 ’ Inner Pie
Long or frequent visits 9 @ Daily
to a country where the
language is spoken 8 Several times a week
©® Several times a month
One to one lessons with a 8 ® Rarel
teacher in person 5 arely ornever
® Don't know
oIT ® EU27
QBS5. | am going to read out a list of different reasons that may QB6. Which of the following, if any, would make you significantly
discourage people from learning another language. Which, if any, of more likely to learn a language, or improve your skills in it?
these reasons would apply to you? (MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE) (MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE)
(%) (%)
You are not motivated 7 A6 31
If lessons were free
enough , 3 v 2 27
A1l If you had the opportunityto A 3 17
It is too expensive learn it in a country where
V6 0 the language is spoken = 18
You haven't time A 4 If there was a prospect of A 9 17
6 sbudy propery travelling abroad
= atalaterstage A 2 18
You are not good at 6 If you could find a course 3
languages , 4 which suited your schedule , 4
You don.t.have enough A3 A2
opportunities to use the . S
. If you were paid for it
language with people , 4 v 1
who speak it
oIT ® EU27 oIT ® EU27
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