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Draft Minutes of the first meeting of the CRM Board Sub-group on Public knowledge 

10 February 2025, 15/00 – 17:00 Location: Webex 

Participants: DG GROW, MS representatives to the CRM Board-Public knowledge sub-

group; observers to the sub-group (list published online) 

Part I – Member States only 

• Member States approved the Terms of Reference (ToR) based on the European 

Commission's revised proposal. 

Part II – Member States & observers 

A) CRM Act Implementation Update 

• DG GROW provided an update on the implementation of the Critical Raw 

Materials Act (CRMA). 

B) Discussion: Increasing public knowledge and stakeholder involvement in 

CRM projects 

Key points raised by participants: 

• Public perception, transparency: 

o One Member State (MS) mentioned that a survey shows two-thirds of its 

nationals supported the development of mining. Another reported that 

civil society and trade unions were involved in raw materials (RM) 

projects. MS overall underlined the importance of ensuring social 

acceptance. 

o Some Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) expressed concerns over lack of 

transparency in strategic project (SP) applications and their public 

disclosure. One CSO raised issues on contested projects and the need for 

early-stage transparency. 

• Strategic Projects (SPs), governance: 

o DG GROW clarified SP applications are not public documents and 

contain sensitive business information, however even when projects 

receive the Strategic project status, they remain subject to Environmental 
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Impact Assessments (EIA) and national permitting and consultation 

processes.  The CRMA also contains provisions for the removal of the 

Strategic Project label if the criteria are no longer met by a project. 

o CSOs emphasised the reputational risks of endorsing controversial 

projects. 

• Stakeholder and indigenous people’s rights and concerns: 

o CSOs called for greater transparency, particularly regarding conflict-prone 

regions (e.g., Rwanda/DRC), and highlighted that many transition 

minerals are in Indigenous territories, and as such are shareholders of 

these projects. The asymmetry of information and of power was deemed 

problematic for their proper involvement. 

o Some CSOs advocated for Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC) and 

better consultation mechanisms before permits are granted. 

• CRMA implementation, Strategic partnerships: 

o CSOs requested more clarity on CRMA benchmarks, roadmaps related to 

the implementation of the EU’s raw materials partnerships, and ESG 

verification, notably the certification schemes. 

o GROW acknowledged the need for further work on recycling targets. 

GROW also explained that other horizontal initiatives, such as the 

Circular Economy Act, will contribute to the recycling benchmark, given 

the cross-cutting nature of CRMs. 

o  COM is working with consultants to refine certification schemes for 

responsible sourcing. 

Next steps: 

• Participants invited to submit written input by 10 March on: 

o Measures to improve public knowledge of CRM value chains. 

o Best practices for public participation and stakeholder involvement. 

• GROW will report on sub-group outcomes to the CRM Board in a future meeting. 

• GROW explained that this was the first in a series of meeting to concretely 

engage with CSOs in order to achieve the CRMA objectives and improve public 

knowledge on critical raw materials as well as civil society’s engagement. 

• Further communications will follow with details on meeting minutes, slides, and 

next steps. 
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