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What are Geographical Indications 
(GIs)?
GIs are special labels that show a product 
comes from a specific place and is made using 
local skills and traditions. Think of Solingen 
knives or Murano glass – their names are 
known worldwide because of where and how 
they’re made.

Until December 2025, only food, wine, and 
spirits could benefit from EU-wide protection. 
But now craft and industrial products are also 
protected under a new EU system.

How does 
GI registration work?
To qualify, a product must:

Come from a 
specific place

Be partly made
in that place

Have a quality, reputation, or 
characteristic linked to that place

Groups of producers (or in some cases individuals) can apply by describing the product, its origin, and how it’s made. The 
process includes checks at national and EU level and is usually free at EU level.

In some countries, producers apply directly to the EU Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO). Once registered, only producers in 
the area who follow the rules can use the name and proudly display the EU GI symbol.

Important: National-level protections will phase out by 2 December 2026, so producers must act now to keep their product 
names protected at EU level. More info: Geographical indications for craft and industrial products - European Commission

Why GIs matter

For producers
•	 Protect product names from imitation and misuse
•	Work together to set quality standards
•	Compete based on authenticity, not cost

For regions
•	Boost local economies, especially in rural areas
•	 Preserve traditional skills and cultural heritage
•	 Put places on the map – like Limoges or Venice

For consumers
•	Know where your product comes from and how 

it’s made
•	Avoid fakes and misleading labels
•	Support local, authentic, and ethical production
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