COMMISSION SERVICES NON-PAPER
4 DECEMBER 2025

This document serves as a basis for discussion at the Working Party on Fisheries Policy.
It cannot in any circumstances be regarded as the official position of the Commission.
It is intended solely for those to whom it is addressed.

Updates to Commission proposal for a Council Regulation fixing for

2026, 2027 and 2028 the fishing opportunities for certain fish stocks,

applicable in Union waters and, for Union fishing vessels, in certain
non-Union waters [COM(2025) 662 final]
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1. AMENDMENTS IN RELATION TO IOTC SKIPJACK TUNA

EXPLANATORY NOTE

At its 2025 annual meeting, the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) adopted for the first
time a catch limit for skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis). Pending agreement between Member
States on an allocation key for that stock, the Commission’s proposal marked the EU and
Member States quotas for that stock as ‘pm’ (pro memoria). It is therefore proposed to establish
the EU quota at the level established by the IOTC. In order to allow fishing to continue in 2026,
it is also proposed to allocate that EU quota to the Member States concerned based on the
average of fishing activities of those Member States during two reference periods: the best five
years of each Member State in the last ten years for which data is available, i.e. 2015 to 2024,
and the last three years for which data is available, i.e. 2022 to 2024. This approach reflects both
the historical catches of each Member State and catches evolution in recent years.

AMENDMENTS TO THE RECITALS
Recital (30) is replaced by the following:
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(30) At its 2025 annual meeting, the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) established the
following measures in its Area of Competence for 2026: (i) it maintained the existing
measures adopted for yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares); (ii) it reviewed the catch limits
for bigeye tuna; and (iii) it adopted catch limits for skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis)
for the first time. Those measures should be implemented in Union law. The Union quota
for skipjack tuna in the IOTC Area of Competence for 2026 should be allocated to the
Member States concerned based on the average of fishing activities of those Member
States during two reference periods: the best five years of each Member State in the
period from 2015 to 2024, and the period from 2022 to 2024.
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AMENDMENTS TO THE ANNEXES
In Annex 1J, Table 1 is replaced by the following:
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Table 1
Species: Skipjack tuna Zone: I0TC Area of Competence
Katsuwonus pelamis (SKJNOTC)
Spain 84 625 Analytical TAC
France 36 835 Article 3(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not
apply.

Italy 3540



Union 125 000 Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply.

TAC Not relevant
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