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EUROPEAN COMMISSION
e DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR INTERNAL MARKET, INDUSTRY,
{ } ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND SMES
i Sustainable Industry and Mobility
Energy Intensive Industries and Raw Materials

Minutes of the first meeting of the CRM Board sub-group on exploration
25 September 2024, 16h00-17h30 CEST

Location: Online Webex

1. NATURE OF THE MEETING

The meeting was non-public.

2. POINTS DISCUSSED

Welcome and introduction to the sub-group on exploration

The European Commission DG GROW welcomed Members States representatives to the first
meeting of the sub-group, highlighting the crucial role of exploration to increase primary
production in the EU.

Adoption of the sub-group's Terms of Reference

The ToR were adopted taking into account Member States.

Article 19: National exploration programmes

DG GROW presented the provisions of Art. 19 — national exploration programmes and its
articulation with articles 36 (composition of the sub-group) and 45 (annual reporting). DG
GROW also presented the legally binding timeline by 2030.

Draft template to communicate the national exploration programmes to the Commission
and feedback from Member States

DG GROW presented the draft template to communicate the national exploration programmes,
shared with Member States two weeks ahead of the meeting.

DG GROW also referred to the template to be used by the Member States meeting the conditions
set under Art. 19.3.
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Member States welcomed the template and made several comments with the aim of improving
the structure and suitability of the template. It was raised the need to differentiate the
programmes targeting primary deposits and secondary deposits (extractive waste).

Questions about the level of formality of internal adoption of the national exploration
programmes and availability of funding were also raised by member States and clarified by DG
GROW.

DG GROW encouraged Member States to submit their comments to the template in written
format, by 15 November 2024.

Member States proposed and agreed to invite EuroGeoSurveys as an observer to the Exploration
sub-group.

Presentation of good practices by Member States

Finland and France briefly shared with the sub-group the work they have been developing with
the aim of fulfilling the requirements from Art. 19.

Both countries agreed to share their presentations with the participants to the meeting of the sub-
group.
3. CONCLUDING REMARKS AND NEXT STEPS

- Member States may submit written comments to the draft template by 15 November
2024.

- The Commission will update the template accommodating comments received from
Member States and share the updated version before.

- The Commission will share the template for the countries following under conditions set
by Art. 19.3

- The next meeting of the subgroup could be envisaged for Spring 2025, hosted by Poland,
to promote an exchange between Member States on the approach to design the
exploration programmes.

- The programme of the Raw Materials Week 2024 will include a session dedicated to
exploration.

4. PARTICIPANTS

European Commission: DG GROW
Member States representatives from: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark,

Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, the
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden.

Observers: European Parliament - Accredited Parliamentary Assistants.
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