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1. AMENDMENTS IN RELATION SANDEEL IN THE NORTH SEA

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Council Regulation (EU) 2025/202' marked as ‘to be established’ the total allowable catches
(TAC) for sandeel and associated by-catches (Ammodytes spp.) in United Kingdom (UK) and EU
waters of ICES subarea 4 (North Sea), UK waters of ICES division 2a and EU waters of division
3a (Skagerrak and Kattegat) for 2025, pending publication of the scientific advice for that stock
for 2025 by ICES.

On 28 February 2025, ICES published its scientific advice for seven sandeel areas in ICES
subarea 4 and division 3a for 2025 (i.e. for sandeel areas 1r, 2r, 3r, 4, 5r, 6 and 7r)2. Those seven
sandeel areas cover the totality of EU and UK waters of ICES subarea 4, UK waters of ICES
division 2a and EU waters of division 3a. Following the publication of that advice, the EU held
bilateral consultations with the UK on the level of the TAC for 2025 for sandeel and associated
by-catches in EU and UK waters of ICES subarea 4, UK waters of ICES division 2a and EU
waters of division 3a pursuant to Article 498(2), (4) and (6) of the Trade and Cooperation
Agreement between the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community, of the
one part, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the other part®. The
EU participated in those consultations, conducted on 6 March 2025, on the basis of the EU
position endorsed by the Council on 4 March 2025. The outcome of those consultations was
documented in a Written Record signed on 12 March 2025.

The EU and the UK agreed to set the TAC for sandeel and associated by-catches in EU and UK
waters of ICES subarea 4, UK waters of ICES division 2a and EU waters of division 3a for 2025,
and the quantities that may be taken within the limit of that TAC in individual sandeel areas.
Specifically, the EU and the UK agreed to:

- For sandeel area 1r, set the quantities that may be taken in that area slightly below
the level of the scientific advice published by ICES of 72 997 tonnes;

- For sandeel areas 2r, 3r, 5r, 6 and 7r, set the quantities that may be taken in those
areas in line with the ICES advice; and

! Council Regulation (EU) 2025/202 of 30 January 2025 fixing for 2025 and 2026 the fishing opportunities
for certain fish stocks, applicable in Union waters and, for Union fishing vessels, in certain non-Union
waters, and amending Regulation (EU) 2024/257 as regards fishing opportunities for 2025 (OJ L,
2025/202, 31.1.2025, ELLI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/req/2025/202/0j).

2 https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202845.v1
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202848.v1
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202851.v1
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202854.v1
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202857.v1
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202863.v1

3 Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and the European Atomic Energy
Community, of the one part, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the other
part (OJ L 149, 30.4.2021, p. 10, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/agree_internation/2021/689(1)/0j).



http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2025/202/oj
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202845.v1
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202848.v1
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202851.v1
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202854.v1
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202857.v1
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202863.v1
http://data.europa.eu/eli/agree_internation/2021/689(1)/oj

- For sandeel area 4, ICES recommended the establishment of a monitoring TAC.
The UK did not agree to the establishment of such a monitoring TAC.

It is therefore proposed to set the TAC for sandeel and associated by-catches in EU and UK
waters of ICES subarea 4, UK waters of ICES division 2a and EU waters of division 3a for 2025,
and the quantities that may be taken within the limit of that TAC in individual sandeel areas, at
the levels agreed with the UK.

AMENDMENTS TO THE RECITALS

Recital 2 is replaced by the following:

13

(2)

2

On 6 March 2025, the Union and the United Kingdom conducted bilateral consultations
pursuant to Article 498(2), (4) and (6) of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between
the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community, of the one part, and
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the other part* on the level
of the total allowable catches (TAC) for sandeel and associated by-catches (Ammodytes
spp.) in United Kingdom and Union waters of ICES subarea 4, United Kingdom waters
of ICES division 2a, and Union waters of division 3a. The Union participated in those
consultations on the basis of the Union position endorsed by the Council on 4 March
2025. The outcome of those consultations was documented in a Written Record signed on
12 March 2025. The relevant TAC should therefore be set at the level agreed with the
United Kingdom.

AMENDMENTS TO THE ANNEX

In the Annex, point 1 is replaced by the following:

13

1) In Part B of Annex IA, Table 1 is replaced by the following:
(13
Table 1
Species: Sandeel and associated by-catches Zone: United Kingdom and Union waters of 4; United

Kingdom waters of 2a; Union waters of 3a

Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and the European Atomic Energy
Community, of the one part, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the other
part (OJ L 149, 30.4.2021, p. 10, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/agree_internation/2021/689(1)/0j).
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Ammodytes spp. |

Denmark 102630 @ Analytical TAC

Germany 157 @ Article 3(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply
Sweden 3769 O Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply

Union 106556 @

United Kingdom 3522

TAC 110078

@ Up to 2% of the quota may consist of by-catches of whiting and mackerel (OT1/*2A3A4X). By-catches of whiting and

mackerel counted against the quota pursuant to this provision and by-catches of species counted against the quota
pursuant to Article 15(8) of Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 shall, together, not exceed 9% of the quota.

Special condition: within the limits of these quotas, no more than the quantities given below may be taken in the following sandeel
management areas, as defined in Annex IlI:

Zone: Union waters of sandeel management areas

1r 2r 3r 4 5r 6 Tr
(SAN/234_1R) | (SAN/234_2R) | (SAN/234_3 | (SAN/234_ (SAN/234_6) | (SAN/234_7
o o R) a) (SAN/234_5R) O R)
Denmark 66 016 36 509 0 0 0 104 0
Germany 101 56 0 0 0 0 0
Sweden 2424 1341 0 0 0 4 0
Union 68 541 37 906 0 0 0 108 0
United 2 266 1253 0 0 0 4 0
Kingdom
Total 70 807 39 159 0 0 0 112 0

W Up to 10% of this quota can be banked and used in the following year only within this management area.
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2. AMENDMENTS IN RELATION TO THE CORRECTION OF ERRORS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In Annex IA, Part B, to Regulation (EU) 2025/202, an error in the TAC table for mackerel
(Scomber scombrus) in the North Sea and Baltic Sea, in the special condition for UK and
international waters of ICES zones 2a, 5b, 6, 7, 8d, 8e, 12 and 14 (MAC/*2AX14) in footnote 1,
should be corrected.

AMENDMENTS TO THE RECITALS
The following recital (8a) is inserted:

13

(8a) In Annex IA, Part B, to Regulation (EU) 2025/202, an error in the TAC table for
mackerel (Scomber scombrus) in the North Sea and Baltic Sea, in the special condition
for UK and international waters of ICES zones 2a, 5b, 6, 7, 8d, 8e, 12 and 14
(MAC/*2AX14) in footnote 1, should be corrected.

2

Recital 10 is replaced by the following:

13

(10) The fishing opportunities, and measures functionally linked thereto, provided for in
Regulation (EU) 2025/202 apply from 1 January 2025. The provisions introduced by this
Regulation concerning fishing opportunities, and measures functionally linked thereto,
should therefore also apply from that date. Such retroactive application does not affect
the principles of legal certainty and protection of legitimate expectations, as the fishing
opportunities concerned are increased or have not yet been exhausted and as functionally
linked measures have already been implemented.

2

AMENDMENTS TO THE ANNEX
In the Annex, the following point (1a) is inserted:

13

(1a) In Part B of Annex IA, Table 103, footnote 1 is replaced by the following:

13

® Special condition: within the limits of those quotas, no more than the quantities given below may be taken in the
following zones:



2

2

United

United Kingdom

Kingdqm and international

3a and Union 4b 4c waters of 2a, 5b

(MACI+03A) | Waers of S 40 | (viacr=04p) (MAC)’*°4C' 6,7, 8d, 86, 12
(MAC/’)‘3A4BC ™ Ag’}leﬁ)(l N

Belgium 0 0 0 0 228
Denmark 0 4130 0 0 13197
Germany 0 0 0 0 238
France 0 490 0 0 718
Netherlands 0 490 0 0 723
Sweden 0 0 390 10 2184
Union 0 5110 390 10 17 288
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