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In 2024, SMEs in Lithuania stagnated in employment terms, with their marginal drop of -0.1% caused by micro
firms (-0.6%), while the other partial size classes witnessed growth (0.2% for medium-sized businesses, and
0.5% for small enterprises). SME real value added dropped by -0.4%. Unlike on employment, micro firms grew,
but the other size classes declined drastically affecting the aggregate. Despite the decline, SME performance
is significantly better than in 2023 (when value added dropped by -4.3%).

Concerning 2025, it is expected that SMEs will recover: employment will grow by 2.0%, and inflation-adjusted
value added by 4.9%. The NACE section with the highest growth is Information and Communication (J): 7.5%
in employment and 10.3% in real value added.

The Digital ecosystem is the growth spearhead of the Lithuanian economy. Since 2023, it performs better than
any other ecosystem on both indicators. Regarding 2024, its SME employment grew by 13.8%, and its SME
inflation-adjusted value added increased by 5.6%. The forecasted growth rates for 2025 are 6.9% and 10.0%,
respectively. Overall, the growth rate since 2023 reaches 28.9% for both variables. The Retail ecosystem, on
the other hand, declined in both SME employment and SME real value added in 2024 by -2.7% and -1.6%
respectively. During 2025, a partial recovery is forecasted exclusively for value added (growth by 2.1%), as
employment will continue its downturn (-0.2%).
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SMEs in the ‘non-financial business sector’. Estimates produced by JRC.

ENTERPRISES PERSONS EMPLOYED VALUE ADDED

NUMBER SHARE NUMBER SHARE € BILLION SHARE
Micro 265 202 95.0% 368 348 31.9% 6.9 17.7%
(0-9 persons employed)
Small
(10-49 persons employed) 11348 4.1% 231 402 20.0% 7.8 20.0%
Medium 2244 0.8% 230 798 20.0% 9.7 24.9%
(50-249 persons employed)
(To?ztg ; M(’)Enz employed) 278 794 99.8% 830 548 71.8% 24.3 62.6%
e 438 0.2% 325 628 28.2% 14.5 37.4%

(250+ persons employed)

The data for 2024 are estimates produced by JRC, based on 2008-2023 figures from national and Eurostat databases.

The SME Performance Review monitors SME-related developments across the EU. For more information, please see: https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/sme-strategy/performance-review_en
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