Wl Ref. Ares(2024)7283154 - 14/10/2024

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

kg Directorate-General Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs
*

* %
*

g Directorate | - Ecosystems |V: Mobility & Energy Intensive Industries
*

SUBGROUP S29500/2 ON EXPLORATION OF CRITICAL RAW MATERIALS
SUBGROUP TO THE EUROPEAN CRITICAL RAW MATERIALS BOARD
TERMS OF REFERENCE

1. BACKGROUND

Article 19 of the Critical Raw Materials Act! (CRM Act) provides for the creation and
implementation of national exploration programmes, setting out national actions to increase
knowledge of critical raw material deposits in the Union. The programmes will be reviewed
every 5 years. Article 36(8) of the CRM Act provides for the creation of a subgroup bringing
together national or, where relevant, regional geological institutes or surveys or, in the
absence of such institute or survey, the relevant national authority in charge of general
exploration, with the purpose of contributing to the coordination of those national exploration
programmes.

This subgroup will report to the European Critical Raw Materials Board. It should operate as
long as the CRM Act is in force. Article 36(5) of the CRM Act provides that the exploration
subgroup will meet at least once a year.

For any aspect not explicitly mentioned in these terms of reference, the subgroup shall operate
in compliance with the CRM Act and rules of procedure of the European Critical Raw
Materials Board.

2. SUBJECT MATTER
The subgroup on exploration of critical raw materials ("the subgroup’) is set up.

3. TAsSKs
The subgroup’s tasks shall be:

@ to allow for coordination and cooperation between the Commission and Member
States on the implementation of Article 19 of the CRM Act, including the design and
implementation of the national exploration programmes.

@ to bring about an exchange of experience and good practices in the field of
exploration for critical raw materials.

1 Regulation (EU) 2024/1252 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 April 2024 establishing a framework for
ensuring a secure and sustainable supply of critical raw materials and amending Regulations (EU) No 168/2013,
(EVU) 2018/858, (EU) 2018/1724 and (EU) 2019/1020, see EUR-Lex - 02024R1252-20240503 - EN - EUR-

Lex (europa.eu).



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02024R1252-20240503
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02024R1252-20240503

4. MEMBERSHIP

The subgroup will be composed of national or, where relevant, regional geological institutes
or surveys or, in the absence of such institute or survey, the relevant national authority in
charge of general exploration. It will also in principle be attended by the deputy high-level
representive to the European Critical Raw Materials Board of the different Member States, in
line with point 1(3) of its Rules of Procedure.

Done in Brussels, on 25 September 2024.
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