
1

EIC Info Day, 6 November 2024
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Objectives of this Info day

• Why do we have Challenges?

• Explain each Challenge in detail
- Related policies

- Scope, objectives, outcomes and specific conditions

• Your opportunity to ask questions in order to understand if your 
company fits the scope of the Challenge

• All other information, see recording European Innovation Council online Info 
Day - Work Programme 2025 - European Commission

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/events/european-innovation-council-online-info-day-work-programme-2025-2024-11-05_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/events/european-innovation-council-online-info-day-work-programme-2025-2024-11-05_en
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Why do we have Challenges?

• To support areas in which Europe needs more innovative companies in 
line with European policies

• To create a critical mass

• To provide pro-active support to these companies

- Regulatory
- Technical
- Connect to ecosystems (corporates, investors, early clients, …)
- Dissemination on trade fairs or other relevant events
- Etc.
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Examples of pro-active support to EIC’s space 
companies
Fast Track Access 

• Fast track access to in-orbit demonstration or validation 
flight opportunities

• Fast track CASSINI business accelerator services for  EIC 
space companies

Technology to Market early commercialisation activities 

• 16/11/2023 -Space Tech Bremen 2023 - panel “ Disruptive 
innovation in benefit to smallsats enabling innovative 
space” with EIC beneficiaries

•  8/12/2023 -  EU-Japan Centre webinar for EIC space 
beneficiaries with the Japanese space agency JAXA and 
Kyoto RISH university 

• 15/10/2024 – EIC beneficiaries presented their projects and 
hardware at the International Astronautical Congress 2024, 
Milano
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Success rates of WP2023 Challenges
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Space systems & technologies

Stella Tkatchova

Quantum tech & electronics

Samira Nik

Architecture engineering construction technologies​​

Franc Mouwen

Food chain technologies, novel & sustainable food

Ivan Stefanic

Sustainable Semiconductors

Isabel Obieta

Renewable energy conversion & alternative resource exploitation

Carina Faber

EIC
PROGRAMME
MANAGERS

Oversee projects

Health and Biotechnology

Orsolya Symmons

Artificial Intelligence

Hedi Karray
Medical imaging and AI in healthcare

Federica Zanca

Advanced materials for energy

Paolo Bondavalli
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EIC
Programme 

Management 
(per sector)

Pro-active management of selected 
portfolios and projects

Technology

Regulation

Transition to innovation

Communication and dissemination

Identify candidate challenges and select 
portfolios of projects

Science and innovation intelligence activity

Outreach and community building

Guiding panel members to select portfolio of projects 
for Pathfinder, and active observers for Transition and 

Accelerator

EIC Programme Manager Priorities

Creating together a nucleus of expertise and 
capabilities; the core of the innovation 
ecosystems of the future



EIC Work Programme 2025



What are we looking for?

Start-ups and SMEs seeking to scale-up high impact innovations with the 

potential to create new markets, or disrupt existing one

Innovation building on scientific discovery, or technological breakthroughs

(„deep tech“). Minimum of TRL 6 required.

Innovations where significant funding is needed over a long timeframe and 

are too risky for private investors alone



Also

What can companies apply for?

EIC Blended Finance

Grant

Less than

€ 2.5 

million

Equity only

No 

previous 

grant 

needed

€10 NEW

NEW



EIC Accelerator– Blended Finance

• € 0.5 million and 

maximum € 10 million

• usually in the form of direct 

equity, or quasi-equity

• minority ownership (maximum 

25% of the voting shares of the 

company)

• “patient capital” principle (7-

10 years perspective on average, 

max 15 years)

Investment component

• maximum of less than

€ 2.5 million

• eligible costs are reimbursed up 

to a maximum of 70%

• small mid-caps are not eligible 

for a grant only

Grant component

NEW



EIC Accelerator – funding options

Grant only
If you can prove that you 

have sufficient financial 

means for deployment and 

scale-up (TRL 9)

Grant & Investment Investment Only

If you need support for 

development (TRL 6 → 8), 

deployment and scale-up 

(TRL 9)

If you are looking to fill the 

funding gap for rapid scale-

up of your high-risk 

innovation and you don't 

need a grant



EIC Accelerator –Application process

Pitch to jury

Pitch your innovation 

in front of EIC Jury Members.

If selected, you will sign the contract

Prepare the full proposal

We will help you to refine your
business proposition with coaching

You have an idea

You have a disruptive, or
deep tech idea with a 
potential to scale up &
you need financial support 

Tell us your story in a short proposal

Submit

You submit your full proposal

which will be assessed by Remote 

evaluators

1

2 3

4



Full Proposal: Evaluation criterion
Excellence

Novelty and breakthrough character of the innovation

Timing

Technological feasibility

Intellectual Property Strategy

1

2

3

4



Full Proposal: Evaluation criterion
Impact

Customer demand

Market development

Commercialisation strategy

Scale up potential

Broader impact

1

2

3

4

5



Full Proposal: Evaluation criterion
Risk

Team

Risk level of the investment

Risk mitigation

Implementation plan

1

2

3

4



How to apply – useful links

EIC Accelerator

EIC Work Programme 2025

Support for applicants

(FAQs, guidelines, contacts)

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-2025-work-programme_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en#support-for-applicants--beneficiaries
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en#support-for-applicants--beneficiaries
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Thank you !

@EUeic    #Eueic

© European Union, 2024

Reuse of this document is allowed, provided appropriate credit is given and any changes are indicated (Creative Commons Attribution

4.0 International license). For any use or reproduction of elements that are not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought

directly from the respective right holders.

All images © European Union, unless otherwise stated. Image sources: tbc
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Key links:

• EIC Accelerator Challenges 2025 - European Commission

• Info Day recording

• Accelerator Challenges promotional videos

• Cut-off date(s): 12 March 2025; 1 October 2025

• EIC Work Programme 2025 Accelerator Challenges, page 81

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator/eic-accelerator-challenges-2025_en
https://youtu.be/srfVRWVZdEs
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXP2yyGajWaYbNsVbtTto7eWuEeer5pvw
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