


What are we going to learn today?

Competition & 

Prize categories 

Application & 

Evaluation

Tips & 

Tricks



MEET THE TEAM

Débora Campos

Founder at Data Natives; 

Managing Director at 

Dataconomy Media

Elena Poughia

Project Adviser at EISMEA; 

Call coordinator

Elodie Thirion

Communication & Public 

Affairs Officer at EIT;

Deputy Call coordinator

Ciro Matas

The Speakers

CEO & Founder at AgroGrIN 

Tech; 2025 EIT Women 

Leadership category winner



About the #WiPrizeEU

Women entrepreneurs driving positive change through 

innovation

EU Member States & Horizon Europe associated countries

Personal recognition prize 

Three prize categories by EIC & EIT



Prize categories

All women founders

 & co-funders

Promising innovators

 under 35

Women entrepreneurs 

from EIT Community

EIC Women 

Innovators 

category 

EIC Rising 

Innovators 

category 

EIT Women 

Leadership 

category 



Three winners per prize category 

Awards & monetary prizes

EIC Women 
Innovators

➢1st place: 100.000€

➢2nd place: 70.000€

➢3rd place: 50.000€

EIC Rising 
Innovators

➢1st place: 50.000€

➢2nd place: 30.000€

➢3rd place: 20.000€

EIT Women 
Leadership 

➢1st place: 50.000€

➢2nd place: 30.000€

➢3rd place: 20.000€



Competition timeline

Evaluation of applications – October 2025 to February 2026 

Communication of results – February to May 2026

Deadline for applications – 25 September 2025 17:00 CET



Before you apply – Relevant criteria

Criteria for 

submission

Criteria for 

participation

Criteria for 

EU Funding

Admissibility Eligibility Exclusion 



Admissibility criteria

Application is complete = Part A + Part B + 90 sec video and supporting 
PDFs

Part B – 15 pages max

Submitted through the Funding & Tenders Portal



Eligibility criteria – All categories

Founder or co-founder of a company – registered before 01/01/2023

Established in EU Member State or Horizon Europe associated country 

Applicant is a woman – NATURAL PERSON (not legal entity)

DID NOT receive another EU Prize for same or very similar activity 



Eligibility criteria – category specific

For EIT Women Leadership category – Link to EIT Community

For EIC Rising Innovators category – Born after 01/01/1990

❑  Benefit or Benefited from EIT support

e.g., EIT Labelled programme; Business accelerator; 

Innovation scheme; Financial support, etc.     



Evaluation procedure

Ensuring relevant 

criteria are met

Filter best 500 

applications

Applications assessed 

by Jury Panels

Admissibility, 

Eligibility & 

Exclusion 

Check 

Pre-selection 
If +500 applications 

Expert 

evaluation 



Award criteria

Your innovation is 

disruptive & breakthrough

Your innovation address a 

real need & is driving 

positive change

You are an inspiring 

leader/role model, key to 

the company’s success 

Breakthrough 

Innovation 
Impact Inspiration 



Scoring

Min. pass score of 6 for each criteria (18 points overall)

Application must reach minimum score in each criteria & overall 

Each criteria scored from 0 to 10 points (30 points overall)

Applications with best scores are awarded the prizes 



Get ready to apply

Make sure you meet 

all relevant criteria 

You will need a Participant 

Identification Code (PIC) – 

natural person   

Part A + Part B + Video

1. Read Rules 

of Contest

2. Create EU 

login user & 

register as a 

participant 

3. Submit the 

application 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuNl478WEtU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuNl478WEtU


1. Read the Rules of Contest

▪Regulates the competition – who can 

participate, criteria to participate, scoring 

of applications, etc.

▪Can be found on the Prize website and 

the application pages (FT Portal)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2025/roc_horizon-eic-2025-prize-wip_en.pdf
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-prize-women-innovators-powered-eic-eit_en


2. Register as a Participant

Your name 

Country of birth 

Not applicable

Check the info 

button 

N/A

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/participant/register/identification


LINK – EIC Women Innovators category

LINK – EIC Rising Innovators category

LINK – EIT Women Leadership category

3. Apply

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-EIC-2025-PRIZE-WIP-WomenInnovatorsCategory?isExactMatch=true&status=31094501%2C31094502%2C31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390&callIdentifier=HORIZON-EIC-2025-PRIZE-WIP&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-EIC-2025-PRIZE-WIP-WomenInnovatorsCategory?isExactMatch=true&status=31094501%2C31094502%2C31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390&callIdentifier=HORIZON-EIC-2025-PRIZE-WIP&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-EIC-2025-PRIZE-WIP-WomenInnovatorsCategory?isExactMatch=true&status=31094501%2C31094502%2C31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390&callIdentifier=HORIZON-EIC-2025-PRIZE-WIP&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-EIC-2025-PRIZE-WIP-RisingInnovators?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=Rising%20Innovators&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501%2C31094502%2C31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-EIC-2025-PRIZE-WIP-RisingInnovators?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=Rising%20Innovators&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501%2C31094502%2C31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-EIC-2025-PRIZE-WIP-RisingInnovators?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=Rising%20Innovators&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501%2C31094502%2C31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-EIT-2025-PRIZE-WIP-LEADERSHIP?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501%2C31094502%2C31094503&callIdentifier=HORIZON-EIT-2025-PRIZE-WIP
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-EIT-2025-PRIZE-WIP-LEADERSHIP?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501%2C31094502%2C31094503&callIdentifier=HORIZON-EIT-2025-PRIZE-WIP
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-EIT-2025-PRIZE-WIP-LEADERSHIP?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501%2C31094502%2C31094503&callIdentifier=HORIZON-EIT-2025-PRIZE-WIP


For questions about EU research funding programmes, 

you can contact the Research Enquiry Service via the webform:

Research Enquiry Service (europa.eu)

                                                              
Research Enquiry Service 

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en


Good luck!

▪ X (Twitter): @EU_EISMEA; @EITeu

▪eismea-wip@ec.europa.eu; eit-awards@eit.europa.eu 

▪#WiPrizeEU

mailto:eismea-wip@ec.europa.eu
mailto:eismea-wip@ec.europa.eu
mailto:eismea-wip@ec.europa.eu
mailto:eismea-wip@ec.europa.eu
mailto:eit-awards@eit.europa.eu
mailto:eit-awards@eit.europa.eu
mailto:eit-awards@eit.europa.eu
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