
CRM Board Meeting Minutes on Permitting 

Date: 19 September 2024 

Topics: Establishment of Single Points of Contact (SPOCs) for Critical Raw Materials (CRM) - 

Permitting requirements for Strategic Projects 

Member States provided updates on the progress of SPOC implementation, with some 

countries already establishing digital systems and working groups, while others are in the early 

stages of legislative reforms or awaiting approval. Timelines for full SPOC implementation vary, 

with completion targets ranging from 2024 to 2026.  

Member States raised a few potential issues concerning the risk of project promoters 

bypassing SPOCs and uncertainties about whether spatial planning and building permits are 

included in the overall permitting timelines.  

Additionally, questions were raised about specific timeframes for different project phases such 

as extraction, processing, and recycling.  

Conclusion: Progress on SPOC implementation varies across countries, with most targeting 

completion by February 2025. Several legal and procedural questions remain open and will 

require further clarification and bilateral discussions. 

 

1. Implementation Progress for SPOCs 

• IT: Implementation of the CRM regulation approved by the Senate. Three SPOCs 

will be established at the Ministry of Environment and Energy Security, and at 

the Ministry of Enterprise. 

• NL: Digital permitting system introduced; concerns raised that project promoters 

may bypass SPOCs. 

• AT: Website for SPOCs is ready; awaiting legal framework. 

• SE: Legislation for SPOCs will be presented in autumn 2024. More than one SPOC 

is being considered. 2025 budget proposal contains provisions for SPOC. 

• SI: Interim working group established, no specific deadline for SPOC 

implementation. 

• FI: SPOC legislation expected by February 2025, with further permitting reform 

by 2026. 



• FR: Existing point of contact will be adapted to meet CRM requirements by 

February 2025. 

• BE: Regional SPOCs established; digital system in place. 

• PT: Working group created; SPOC legislation targeted for February 2025, though 

full implementation may take longer. 

• PL: Legal changes required, SPOC likely at the Climate Ministry, estimated 

completion by end of 2025. 

• CZ: Three SPOCs planned. Queries raised on permitting suspension and 

procedures for obtaining necessary approvals. 

• MT: SPOC identification in early stages. 

• BG: SPOC identification in early stages – 3 responsible ministries. 

• IE: Two SPOCs established, with further legislative changes expected. Query 

raised regarding handling extraction waste projects. 

• DE: SPOCs to be established per Lander; federal-level discussions ongoing, 

aiming for completion by February 2025. 

 

2. Permitting Process for Strategic Projects 

• DE raised a query regarding whether spatial planning is part of the 27-month 

permitting timeline. 

• FI: Questioned if complete building permits would start the 2-year timeframe. 

• IT: New law contains separate timeframes for extraction (18 months), processing 

(10 months), and recycling (10 months), excluding part of the Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA). 

Conclusion: Progress on SPOC implementation varies across countries, with most targeting 

completion by February 2025. Several legal and procedural questions remain open and will 

require further clarification and bilateral discussions. 
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