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• Over 35 case studies on how European 
SMEs/startups can create strategic value from 
patents

• How patents facilitate technology 
commercialisation by SMEs and tech transfer 
from European research institutions

• Diverse tech transfer & business model scenarios

• Good practices in IP strategy and IP 
management  

www.epo.org/case-studies 

http://www.epo.org/case-studies
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Source: epo.org/case-studies

Example: Oxeon - textiles for the extreme



epo.org

USING PATENTS
What & Where to Patent?

Only the material?

Only the process?

Both?

Factors to Consider

Own needs

Customers’ needs

Potential licensees’ needs

EPO OBSERVATORY ON PATENTS AND TECHNOLOGY

Two aspects:
1. The material as such
Oxeon‘s unique “spread tow” 
technologies provide better mechanical
performance combined with very low
areal weight (i.e. weight per unit area)
and ease of fabric handling. Thus, 
different types of fibres and tapes may
be used in the production process,
which in turn results in a variety of
products for different industries.

2. The process for manufacturing 
the material, weaving technology
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APPLICATIONS

EPO OBSERVATORY ON PATENTS AND TECHNOLOGY
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TAKEAWAYS
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EPO OBSERVATORY ON PATENTS AND TECHNOLOGY
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Deep Tech Finder
Exploring deep technology in Europe

Free digital tool

62 tech fields Localise startups in their 
technological fields

Detect startups in their 
development stage

Identify investors
in startups

Combine business information 
with patent information

Access to patent data on 
Espacenet

15 indus. sectors

Growth stage

Funding

European patents

≅ 12 265
Referenced entities

Investor profiles & founding round

Recent releases

Cancer, plastics

EPO OBSERVATORY ON PATENTS AND TECHNOLOGY

European university + Spinouts

New App coming 
in June 2025

≅ 1 680≅ 880

What's next
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WITH THE EPO DEEP TECH FINDER YOU CAN ...
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… find startups and universities in Europe with European patent applications 

… filter for those active in specific technology fields
(e.g. offshore wind technologies) and more

… discover the investors supporting European tech startups

… save lists of startups and universities for later use 

EPO DEEP TECH FINDER
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