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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN IP AND IPR

Intellectual Property:

◼ new and original inventions and creations 

that sets the creator apart from others

Intellectual Property Rights:

◼ Exclusive legal rights granted to the 

originators or creators for their 

inventiveness and creativity, their 

intellectual property – IP – such as 

patents, trade marks, designs, copyright 

and trade secrets



epo.org

S
e
c
u
ri

ty
 c

la
s
s
if
ic

a
ti
o
n
: 
P

u
b
li
c

WHICH IP RIGHTS TO COMBINE TO PROTECT YOUR BUSINESS
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Trade secret & design?
Patent & 

design?

Patent, trade mark & 

design?

Patent & 

trade secret?

Utility model & 

copy right? 

Design & 

trade mark?

All the above?
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RELEVANT TYPES OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

◼ Patents

◼ Trade secrets

◼ Trade marks     At what stages should you consider

◼ Industrial designs     protecting your IP? Think about it

◼ Utility models     early on – 

◼ Copyright

◼ Databases 

    One product – many IP rights
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MOST COMMON TYPES OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
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Trade marks

What for?Legal right How?

Industrial design

Trade secrets

Patents

Utility models

Copyright

Distinctive identification of products 

or services

External appearance

Valuable information not known to 

the public

New inventions

New inventions

Original creative or artistic forms

Use and/or registration

Registration

Reasonable efforts to keep secret

Application and examination

Application and registration

Exists automatically from creation



DATABASE PROTECTION

Two ways of protecting a database:

◼ COPYRIGHT protects the original 

structure of the database

◼ SUI GENERIS right protects the original 

content of the database
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ONE PRODUCT – MANY IP RIGHTS
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Trade marks

◼ NOKIA

◼ Product "208"

◼ Start-up tone

Copyright

◼ Software

◼ User manuals

◼ Ringtones

◼ Start-up tone

◼ Images

Patents and utility models

◼ Data-processing methods

◼ Operating system

◼ Operation of user interface

Designs

◼ Form of overall phone

◼ Arrangement and shape of 

buttons

◼ Position and shape of screen

Trade secrets

◼ Some technical know-how kept 

"in-house" and not published 
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PATENTABILITY

Patents are granted for inventions in all fields

of technology.

To be patentable, inventions must

◼ be new

◼ involve an inventive step

◼ be industrially applicable

They must relate to a product, process, 

apparatus or use.
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THE BASIC PRINCIPLE OF THE PATENT SYSTEM
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18 months after filing

by making the detailed

description of the

invention available to

everyone

Benefit the public PATENTS

Valid for max. 20 years

by preventing third parties from

exploiting the invention for

commercial purposes without

authorisation

Benefit the owner
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WHEN SHOULD YOU FILE FOR PROTECTION?
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Trade marks

Industrial design

Trade secrets

Patents

Utility models

If the mark you want is available; 

before major launches/investments

When the design is final; before 

showing the design to the market

Document with dates from the start!

Before disclosure; when you can 

explain how invention is implemented

Often before a patent application

Check early! 

National and/or regional registrations

Check early! 

National and/or regional registrations

Reasonable efforts to keep secret 

(physical/cyber/insider security)

Check early, do preliminary searches! 

National and/or regional applications

National applications

Copyright When the work is complete Exists automatically from creation

What for?Legal right How?
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IN WHAT ORDER SHOULD YOU FILE THE APPLICATIONS?

If you are building an IP portfolio, or you have a product or service in need of different types 

of protection, consider:

◼ What do you need the protection for? Investors, market recognition, securing your own freedom 

to operate, joint ventures, M&As, etc

◼ Where is your market, and where will production take place?

◼ What are competitors doing, what is already on the market?
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SIMPLE IPR PROTECTION TIMELINE
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USEFUL LINKS

◼ European Patent Academy: https://www.epo.org/en/learning

◼ EPO e-learning centre: https://e-courses.epo.org

◼ European IP Helpdesk: https://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/

◼ The European Innovation Council: https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en
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