
Dear Readers,
The 22nd edition of the European Clean Hydrogen Alliance newsletter brings 
you an overview of the 9th Hydrogen Forum, which was co-hosted by the 
European Parliament’s Industry, Research, and Energy Committee.

The newsletter also includes information about the public consultation on the 
Clean Industrial Deal State aid framework and an online presentation of the 
Energy and Industry Geography Lab, which includes information from the 
last update of the Alliance project pipeline. 

Finally, we bring you an update on the draft Alliance mandate, the 2nd 
Hydrogen Bank auction and new Hydrogen Mechanism, as well as a feature 
on Petronor’s green hydrogen projects in the Bay of Biscay.

We wish you happy reading! 

Your hydrogen team in the Directorate-General for Industry and Internal 
Market
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On 19 March, the 9th Hydrogen Forum 
of the European Clean Hydrogen 
Alliance took place in Brussels. The 
Forum, co-hosted by the European 
Parliament’s Industry, Research, and 
Energy (ITRE) Committee, brought 
together more than 180 participants 
from the Alliance. 

Ms Tsvetelina Penkova MEP, Vice-Chair 
of the ITRE Committee, opened the 

As announced in the Clean Industrial 
Deal, the Commission has published 
the draft Clean Industrial State Aid 
Framework (CISAF) for public consul-
tation. The new framework will replace 
the Temporary Crisis and Transition 
Framework (TCTF) and will run until 
2030.
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Forum. Her speech was followed by 
panels on the Clean Industrial Deal; the 
Industrial Decarbonisation Accelerator 
Act; the future Alliance mandate; and 
the deployment of important projects 
of common European interest and the 
Alliance pipeline. Bloomberg NEF also 
presented its Hydrogen Market Outlook. 

Minutes from the Hydrogen Forum are 
available here. 

The draft CISAF sets out the conditions 
under which aid for certain investments 
supporting the objectives of the Clean 
Industrial Deal will be considered com-
patible with the internal market and 
State aid rules. 

https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/public-consultations/2025-cisaf_en
https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/public-consultations/2025-cisaf_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/2aa51fde-c0fa-41ff-bc92-d0e99a507187_en?filename=Minutes%20of%20the%209th%20Hydrogen%20Forum%20v2.pdf


As this framework runs until 2030 
(instead of 2026, as was the case for 
the TCTF), it offers longer planning 
timelines for Member States, greater 
investment predictability, and cer-
tainty for businesses. It features four 
sections: support for accelerating the 

rollout of renewable energy, support for 
industrial decarbonisation, support for 
clean tech manufacturing, and invest-
ment risk reduction.

The public consultation is open until 
25 April.

Please join us for an online presen-
tation on 28 April of the European 
Commission’s Energy and Industry 
Geography Lab (EIGL), which includes 
projects from the Alliance pipeline and 
IPCEI.  

During the presentation, colleagues 
from the European Commission’s Joint 
Research Centre will demonstrate how 
to use this online tool, which is a map 
of Europe’s industry and its associated 
infrastructure. The map now includes 

The European Commission presented 
the draft mandate for the Alliance at 
the Hydrogen Forum. This mandate 
follows on from the European Court 
of Auditors recommendation that 
the European Commission decide on 
the Alliance’s scope and number of 
roundtables, and adopt a time-bound 
mandate.

The focus of the Alliance’s work under 
the new mandate will be to help project 
promoters in the Alliance pipeline reach 
FID. Work done in the Alliance’s round-
tables will therefore center around this. 

The second auction held under the 
Innovation Fund has closed on 
20 February, with the European 
Commission announcing that it had 
received 53 bids under the “general 
topic” of the auction, which has a 
budget of EUR 1 billion, and an addi-
tional eight bids under the maritime 
topic, which has a budget of EUR 200 
million. 

Projects promoters submitted bids 
for receiving support in the form of a 
fixed premium per kilogram of renew-
able hydrogen produced, and certified, 

Presentation of data on Alliance project pipeline and 
IPCEI on 28 April
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data provided by Alliance project 
promoters in last year’s project 
collection, as well as the import-
ant projects of common European 
interest (IPCEI). The map therefore 
allows those working on hydrogen to 
see where projects are planned across 
Europe.

The online presentation will take place 
on Webex at this link on 28 April from 
10.30 to 11.30CET. 

To avoid overlap with other industrial 
alliances in the Commission, such as 
the Renewable and Low-carbon fuels 
Alliance and the Alliance for Zero-
emission Aviation, the Alliance will 
have three roundtables: production; 
transmission, distribution, and stor-
age; end-use (in particular, the use 
of clean hydrogen in energy-inten-
sive industries), plus the Electrolyser 
Partnership. New working groups will 
be set up when needed, as was the 
case with the standards and permitting 
working groups. 
 
To read the draft mandate, please click 
here.

over a period up to 10 years. The pre-
mium intends to cover the gap between 
the cost of production and the price 
buyers are willing to pay for renewable 
hydrogen.  

Spain, Lithuania, and Austria have also 
contributed up to EUR 836 million in 
the “Auction-as-a-service” mecha-
nism, whereby projects located in these 
countries evaluated by the Innovation 
Fund, but not awarded by it due to 
the limited resources available, can 
still benefit from the additional funding 
contributed by these Member States, in 

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/5eea6c50-f3e1-46ea-8119-2fb59d5aa8ec_en
https://energy-industry-geolab.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
https://energy-industry-geolab.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
https://ecconf.webex.com/wbxmjs/joinservice/sites/ecconf/meeting/download/a954914ece664b32b03fd87484661a9f?siteurl=ecconf&MTID=maab328c78df1721ba01a71c63f144a4c
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/circabc-ewpp/d/d/workspace/SpacesStore/961fdec8-e37a-48d6-8387-ab41a6db3504/file.bin
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/circabc-ewpp/d/d/workspace/SpacesStore/961fdec8-e37a-48d6-8387-ab41a6db3504/file.bin


full respect of EU State aid rules. 

The European Climate, Infrastructure, 
and Environment Executive Agency 
(CINEA) is now evaluating submitted 

bids on the pass/fail qualification cri-
teria outlined in the call text. Bids that 
meet these criteria will then be ranked 
according to their bid price, with results 
to be published by the end of May 2025. 

As announced last October, the 
European Commission is currently 
developing a mechanism to support 
market development of hydrogen (the 
“H2 Mechanism”) under the European 
Hydrogen Bank. 

The objective of the mechanism is to 
accelerate hydrogen market creation 
for industrial and transport decar-
bonisation. The mechanism will cover 
hydrogen and its derivatives (ammonia, 
methanol and eSAFs), both renewable 
and low-carbon. 

Petronor is a large refinery in the port of 
Bilbao, Spain. Petronor is implementing 
a decarbonisation roadmap to become 
net zero by 2050, which implies the 
decarbonisation of raw material inputs, 
processes, and end products. As the 
largest user of hydrogen in northern 
Spain, renewable hydrogen is a key 
element in this strategy. Petronor 
has currently three renewable hydro-
gen projects, in different stages of 
implementation:

A 2.5MW electrolyser was finalised in 
2023 and supplies 1 tonne of renew-
able hydrogen per day to the refinery 
and neighbouring EIC technology park.

A 10MW electrolyser is under construc-
tion and due in 2026. It will supply 
renewable H2 and O2 to Petronor’s 
upcoming e-fuels demonstration plant. 
This project is being developed jointly 
with EVE, Enagas Renovable, Repsol, 
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Powered by an IT platform, it will bring 
together European buyers and sellers, 
and will offer three main services: con-
necting existing and future H2 demand 
and supply; collecting interest in H2 
infrastructure and storage; connecting 
participants with financial support. 

Registration on the platform will start 
in June 2025. Operations are planned 
for September 2025. 

More information is available here: 
Mechanism to support the market 
development of hydrogen

and Aramco.

A further 100MW electrolyser, selected 
as an IPCEI in the Hy2Use wave, is 
currently under intense development. 
Final investment decision is due to be 
taken later in 2025, once national IPCEI 
funds allocation in Spain is confirmed. 
It should be operational in 2029, and 
will supply renewable hydrogen for the 
Petronor refinery, and for industrial 
off-takers in the surrounding area.

Petronor uses European technology in 
these projects, in electrolyser stacks, 
balance of plant, and ancillary equip-
ment. Petronor is also the industrial 
leader of the Basque Hydrogen Corridor 
(BH2C), European H2 Valley of the year 
in 2022 and is nurturing the develop-
ment of a hydrogen ecosystem to drive 
industrial and technological develop-
ment along the value chain in the 
region.

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/eus-energy-system/hydrogen/european-hydrogen-bank/mechanism-support-market-development-hydrogen_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/eus-energy-system/hydrogen/european-hydrogen-bank/mechanism-support-market-development-hydrogen_en

