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1. AMENDMENTS IN RELATION TO NORWAY LOBSTER IN THE BAY OF BISCAY

EXPLANATORY NOTE

On 31 October 2024, the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) published
its scientific advice for Norway lobster (Nephrops norvegicus) in ICES divisions 8a and 8b (Bay
of Biscay) for 2025, ICES had initially advised that catches of that stock in that period should be
no more than 3 502 tonnes.

On 6 May 2025, ICES published revised scientific advice for Norway lobster in ICES divisions
8a and 8b for 20252. In that revised advice, which replaces the advice of 31 October 2024, ICES
decreased its catch advice for that stock and that period to 2 601 tonnes, due to a correction in the
calculation of the biomass survey index.

Council Regulation (EU) 2025/202° sets the total allowable catch (TAC) for Norway lobster in
ICES divisions 8a, 8b, 8d and 8e for 2025 at 3 502 tonnes based on the ICES advice of 31
October 2024.

Therefore, in accordance with Article 3(5) of Regulation (EU) 2019/472 of the European
Parliament and of the Council* (‘Western Waters multiannual plan®), it is proposed to amend the
level of that TAC for that period based on the revised ICES advice of 6 May 2025.

Moreover, Regulation (EU) 2025/202 applies from 1 January 2025. In order to maintain the
reporting period for the TAC for Norway lobster in ICES divisions 8a, 8b, 8d and 8e for 2025,
the amended TAC should also apply from 1 January 2025. Such retroactive application does not
affect the principles of legal certainty and protection of legitimate expectations, as the quotas
under that TAC have not yet been exhausted.

The EU quota for Norway lobster in ICES divisions 8a, 8b, 8d and 8e should take into account
discards for that species in that area based on the high survivability exemption from the landing
obligation, as set out in Article 9 of Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/2623°. Those

! https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.25019390.v1
2 https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.28937048.v1
8 Council Regulation (EU) 2025/202 of 30 January 2025 fixing for 2025 and 2026 the fishing opportunities

for certain fish stocks, applicable in Union waters and, for Union fishing vessels, in certain non-Union
waters, and amending Regulation (EU) 2024/257 as regards fishing opportunities for 2025 (OJ L,
2025/202, 31.1.2025, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/req/2025/202/0j).

4 Regulation (EU) 2019/472 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 March 2019 establishing a
multiannual plan for stocks fished in the Western Waters and adjacent waters, and for fisheries exploiting
those stocks, amending Regulations (EU) 2016/1139 and (EU) 2018/973, and repealing Council
Regulations (EC) No 811/2004, (EC) No 2166/2005, (EC) No 388/2006, (EC) No 509/2007 and (EC) No
1300/2008 (OJ L 83, 25.3.2019, p. 1-17, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/req/2019/472/0j).

5 Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/2623 of 22 August 2023 supplementing Regulation (EU)
2019/472 of the European Parliament and of the Council by specifying details of the landing obligation for
certain fisheries in Western Waters for the period 2024-2027 (OJ L, 2023/2623, 22.11.2023, ELI:
http://data.europa.eu/eli/req_del/2023/2623/0j).



http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2025/202/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/472/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2023/2623/oj

quantities may not be landed and counted against the quotas and are therefore to be deducted
from the EU quota. That landing obligation exemption deduction applied to the EU quota for
2025 is - 14,85%.

AMENDMENTS TO THE RECITALS

The following Recital (2a) is inserted:
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(22)
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On 31 October 2024, ICES published its scientific advice for Norway lobster (Nephrops
norvegicus) in ICES divisions 8a and 8b for 2025. ICES had initially advised that catches
of that stock in that period should be no more than 3 502 tonnes. On 6 May 2025, ICES
published revised scientific advice for Norway lobster in ICES divisions 8a and 8b for
2025. In that revised advice, which replaces the advice of 31 October 2024, ICES
decreased its catch advice for that stock and that period to 2 601 tonnes. In accordance
with Article 3(5) of Regulation (EU) 2019/472 of the European Parliament and of the
Council®, the level of the TAC for Norway lobster in ICES divisions 8a, 8b, 8d and 8e set
for 2025 should therefore be amended based on the revised advice from ICES.

The following Recital (12a) is inserted:
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(12a) Regulation (EU) 2025/202 applies from 1 January 2025. In order to maintain the

2

reporting period for the TAC for Norway lobster in ICES divisions 8a, 8b, 8d and 8e, the
amended TAC should also apply from 1 January 2025. Such retroactive application does
not affect the principles of legal certainty and protection of legitimate expectations, as the
quotas have not yet been exhausted.

AMENDMENTS TO THE ANNEX

In the Annex, the following point (1a) is inserted:

Regulation (EU) 2019/472 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 March 2019 establishing a
multiannual plan for stocks fished in the Western Waters and adjacent waters, and for fisheries exploiting
those stocks, amending Regulations (EU) 2016/1139 and (EU) 2018/973, and repealing Council
Regulations (EC) No 811/2004, (EC) No 2166/2005, (EC) No 388/2006, (EC) No 509/2007 and (EC) No
1300/2008 (OJ L 83, 25.3.2019, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/req/2019/472/0j).
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(1a)

13

In Annex IA, Part A, Table 9 is replaced by the following:

Table 9
Species: Norway lobster Zone: 8a, 8b, 8d and 8e
Nephrops norvegicus (NEP/SABDE.)
Spain 133 Analytical TAC
France 2082
Union 2215
TAC 2601
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2. AMENDMENTS IN RELATION TO SPRAT IN THE CHANNEL

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Regulation (EU) 2025/202 provisionally sets at zero the TAC for sprat (Sprattus sprattus) in EU
and United Kingdom (UK) waters of ICES divisions 7d and 7e (Channel) for the period from 1
July 2025 to 30 June 2026, pending publication by ICES of its scientific advice for sprat in that
area for that period.

On 30 April 2025, ICES published that scientific advice’. Following the publication of that
advice, the EU held bilateral consultations with the UK on the level of that TAC, pursuant to
Avrticle 498(2), (4) and (6) of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the European
Union and the European Atomic Energy Community, of the one part, and the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the other part®. The EU participated in those consultations,
conducted on 12 May 2025, on the basis of the EU position endorsed by the Council on 8 May
2025. The outcome of those consultations was documented in a Written Record signed on 22
May 2025.

Therefore, it is proposed to set the TAC for sprat in ICES divisions 7d and 7e for the period from
1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026 at the level agreed with the UK.

AMENDMENTS TO THE RECITALS
Recital 5 is replaced by the following:
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(5) On 12 May 2025, the Union and the United Kingdom conducted bilateral consultations
pursuant to Article 498(2), (4) and (6) of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement on the
level of the TAC for sprat in ICES divisions 7d and 7e for the period from 1 July 2025 to
30 June 2026. The Union participated in those consultations on the basis of the Union
position endorsed by the Council on 8 May 2025. The outcome of those consultations
was documented in a Written Record signed on 22 May 2025. The TAC for sprat in ICES
divisions 7d and 7e for the period from 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026 should therefore be
set at the level agreed with the United Kingdom.

2

AMENDMENTS TO THE ANNEX
In the Annex, point 4 is replaced by the following:

! https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202902.v1

8 Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and the European Atomic Energy
Community, of the one part, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the other
part (OJ L 149, 30.4.2021, p. 10, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/agree_internation/2021/689(1)/0j).
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http://data.europa.eu/eli/agree_internation/2021/689(1)/oj
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4) In Annex IA, Part B, Table 115 is replaced by the following:
Table 115
Species: Sprat Zone: 7d and 7e
Sprattus sprattus (SPR/7DE.)

Belgium 10 O Analytical TAC

Denmark 631 @

Germany 10 @

France 136 @

Netherlands 136 @

Union 923 O

United Kingdom 4846 O

TAC 5769 O

()]

The quota shall apply from 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026.

2
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3. AMENDMENTS IN RELATION TO SPRAT IN THE NORTH SEA

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Regulation (EU) 2025/202 provisionally sets at zero the TACs for sprat and associated by-
catches for the period from 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026 in: (i) EU and UK waters of ICES
subarea 4 and division 2a (North Sea); and (ii) EU and Norwegian waters of ICES division 3a
(Skagerrak-Kattegat), pending publication by ICES of its scientific advice for sprat in ICES
subarea 4 and division 3a for the period from 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026.

On 30 April 2025, ICES published that scientific advice®. Following the publication of that
advice, the EU held trilateral consultations with the UK and Norway on: (i) the level of the
overall fishing opportunities for that stock for the period from 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026; and
(i) the level of the TACs for sprat respectively in ICES subarea 4 and division 2a and in division
3a for that period. The EU participated in those consultations, conducted on 21 May 2025, on the
basis of the EU position endorsed by the Council on 12 May 2025. The outcome of those
consultations was documented in an Agreed Record signed on 21 May 2025.

Therefore, it is proposed to set the TACs for sprat and associated by-catches for the period from
1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026 in: (i) EU and UK waters of ICES subarea 4 and division 2a; and (ii)
EU and Norwegian waters of ICES division 3a, at the levels agreed with the UK and Norway.

AMENDMENTS TO THE RECITALS
Recital 4 is replaced by the following:
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4) On 21 May 2025, the Union, the United Kingdom and Norway held consultations on: (i)
the level of the overall fishing opportunities for sprat (Sprattus sprattus) in ICES subarea
4 and division 3a for the period from 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026; and (ii) the levels of
the TACs for sprat in Union and United Kingdom waters of ICES subarea 4 and division
2a and in Union and Norwegian waters of ICES division 3a for that period. The Union
participated in those consultations on the basis of the Union position endorsed by the
Council on 12 May 2025. The outcome of those consultations was documented in an
Agreed Record signed on 21 May 2025. The relevant TACs should therefore be set at the
levels agreed with the United Kingdom and Norway.

2

AMENDMENTS TO THE ANNEX
In the Annex, point 3 is replaced by the following:

9 https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202896.v1
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3) In Annex IA, Part B, Tables 113 and 114 are replaced by the following:
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Table 113

Species: Sprat and associated by-catches Zone: 3a
Sprattus sprattus (SPR/03A.)

Denmark 28953 (MR Analytical TAC

Germany 60 WA

Sweden 10955 WAE)

Union 39968 (MR

TAC 43209 ©@

@ Up to 5% of the quota may consist of by-catches of whiting and haddock (OTH/*03A.). By-catches of
whiting and haddock counted against the quota pursuant to this provision and by-catches of species counted
against the quota pursuant to Article 15(8) of Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 shall, together, not exceed 9 %
of the quota.

@ This quota shall apply from 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026.

@) Transfers of this quota may be effected to United Kingdom and Union waters of 2a and 4. However, such
transfers shall be notified in advance to the Commission and to the United Kingdom.

«

Table 114

Species: Sprat and associated by-catches Zone: zngﬁiegilz?r?;(;grﬁrﬁat%?si%? ;’; aters of
Sprattus sprattus (SPR/2AC4-C)

Belgium 2095 (M@ Analytical TAC

Denmark 165826 @ Article 3(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not

apply

Germany 2095 M@ Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply

France 2095 M@

Netherlands 2095 M@

Sweden 1330 WEAE

Union 175536 (M@

Norway 10000 @

Faroe Islands 0 0@

United Kingdom 7369 @



TAC 192905 ©®

® The quota shall apply from 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026.

@ Up to 2 % of the quota may consist of by-catches of whiting (OTH/*2AC4C). By-catches of whiting counted
against the quota pursuant to this provision and by-catches of species counted against the quota pursuant to
Article 15(8) of Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 shall, together, not exceed 9 % of the quota.

@) Including sandeels.

@ May contain up to 4 % of by-catch of herring.
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