
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 Workplan 
 

Industry-led analysis of the current landscape of the plastics industry in Europe 
 
A comprehensive overview of the current state of the plastics value chain within the EU is a 
necessary pre-condition to identify the key challenges to be addressed and to support the 
prioritisation of work streams. Consequently, in line with competition rules, the main focus will 
be on gathering and compiling quantitative data on the current state of the European plastics 
market, including production volumes, trade flows and key economic indicators, capacities 
along the value chain, as well as capture insights on market dynamics, trends, and emerging 
challenges. 
  
1. Identification of pain points and information of potential future trade investigations 
 
Stakeholders underline the importance of ensuring a level-playing field and of avoiding EU 
recyclers and producers being undercut by unfair competition. This task will include gathering 
of product-specific data on imports, exports, and profitability analyses, identifying the 
underlying causes, conducting a risk assessment for various products and a prioritisation 
analysis of plastics products for which action might be needed. Additionally, the Commission 
will inform industry about the appropriate trade instruments the EU has at its disposal and 
guide them on how to present a case. Finally, it will provide a coordination platform in 
compliance with competition rules, to avoid duplication of efforts and to ensure synergies on 
data collection. In this context in particular, there will be synergy between the work of the 
Alliance and that of the Critical Chemicals Alliance. 
 
Deliverable 1.1 Provide further market intelligence on the actual economic situation based 

on industry-led analysis of the current landscape of the plastics industry in 



Europe, including a deeper look at global trade dynamics and trends 
(quarterly, first report in May 2026, second report in September 2026). 

Deliverable 1.2 Jointly identify pain points and assess the relevance for possible trade 
defence investigations, where the evidence points to injury suffered from 
dumped and/or subsidised imports affecting the EU industry (June 2026). 

Deliverable 1.3 Based on the industry-led analysis of the current landscape, jointly assess 
prioritisation of measures stimulating market demand (June 2026). 

2. Prioritisation of market surveillance activities 
 
Stakeholders repeatedly stressed the limits and shortcomings of the current market 
surveillance and enforcement framework. This task will help reinforce market surveillance by 
the Member State competent authorities by informing risk prioritisation, developing dedicated 
training actions, and supporting best practice exchanges. Additionally, the working group 
could elaborate a harmonised training programme for the capacity building of competent 
authorities on the technical aspects of recycling and the use of recyclates. 
 
Deliverable 2.1 Based on industry-led analysis, support Member States in prioritising 

surveillance actions in the context of Member States’ market surveillance 
strategies (as of 2027). 

Deliverable 2.2 Work on developing relevant trainings for market surveillance and customs 
authorities. These could take the form of customs checklists (developed by 
end 2026, to be delivered as of 2027). 

Deliverable 2.3 Organise a TAIEX-EIR P2P conference on enforcement of the EU acquis 
specifically for both virgin and recycled plastics to foster engagement and 
exchange between Member States (early 2027). 

3. Development of separate customs codes for recycled polymers 
 
Differentiated customs codes for virgin and recycled products are crucial to help the uniform 
application and support enforcement by the customs and national market surveillance 
authorities to level the playing field between EU-made and imported plastics. This task will 
support Commission services and Member States with the technical expertise of the plastics 
industry and data on recycled polymers imports to expand the ongoing work on separate 
customs code for recycled PET. Additionally, it will discuss the prioritisation of work on 
potential future customs codes for other polymers. 
 
Deliverable 3.1 Feed with industry-led analysis the work leading to separate customs codes 

for recycled polymers (ongoing up to Q1 2027). 
Identify the priorities in terms of polymers for the development of customs 
codes, together with an associated timetable. 
Provide the Commission with the necessary methodologies to enable 
customs authorities to distinguish these polymers, in line with the priorities 
identified. 

 



Three Working Groups are set up, each covering one of the above workstreams, as 
follows: 

1. Working Group on Trade/Identification of pain points 
2. Working Group on Capacity building/Enforcement 
3. Working Group on Customs codes for recycled polymers 

The work of the Alliance will be complementary to the work of the Critical Chemicals 
Alliance which was recently launched by the Commission. 


