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THE UNIFIED PATENT COURT (UPC) IN A NUTSHELL
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Major change: Litigation in EU used to be only national → UPC as a newly created international 

court with jurisdiction for infringement and revocation actions relating to both Unitary Patents and 

classical European patents taking effect in all participating member states.

The UPC employs specialised patent judges and applies its own procedural law.

Decisions issued by internationally composed panels comprising both legally and technically qualified 

judges.

Designed to work in a highly efficient way with tight deadlines and judgments at first instance 

delivered one year after the start of the action.
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STRUCTURE OF THE UNIFIED PATENT COURT
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Court of Appeal

Court of First Instance

Mediation and    

Arbitration Centre                

Luxembourg

(Art. 9 UPCA)

Local Divisions1 (Art. 

7(3),(4) UPCA)

Regional Divisions2 

(Art. 7(5) UPCA)

Central Division3

(Art. 7(2) UPCA)

1 Local divisions: AT, BE, DE (4 divisions Dusseldorf, Mannheim, Munich, Hamburg), DK, FI, FR, IT, NL, PT, Sl.
2 Regional division in Stockholm created by Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Sweden.
3 Seat in Paris with a section in Munich and in Milan. (The Milan section took up its work on 27 June 2024.)

Ljubljana and Lisbon
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BENEFITS OF THE UNIFIED PATENT COURT (UPC)

Establishes an effective forum for enforcing or challenging patents in Europe.

Leads to a decrease in parallel national court proceedings.

Enhances legal certainty through harmonised case law on patent infringement and validity.

Applies uniform substantive patent law on the scope of the rights conferred and their limits, as well as standard 
remedies in cases of infringement.

Provides simpler, quicker and more efficient judicial procedures.
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PECULIARITIES OF THE UNIFIED PATENT COURT (UPC)

Not all EPC contracting states are bound to UPC Agreement. 

Court fees.

Strict case management.
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CASE LOAD OF THE UPC
(UPDATE 31 OCTOBER 2024)

There are 538 cases before the UPC.

More information is available at: Case load of the 

Court since start of operation in June 2023 -

update end October 2024 | Unified Patent Court 

(unified-patent-court.org)
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THE UNITARY PATENT SYSTEM

https://www.unified-patent-court.org/sites/default/files/upc_documents/Case%20load%20of%20the%20Court_end%20October.pdf
https://www.unified-patent-court.org/sites/default/files/upc_documents/Case%20load%20of%20the%20Court_end%20October.pdf
https://www.unified-patent-court.org/sites/default/files/upc_documents/Case%20load%20of%20the%20Court_end%20October.pdf
https://www.unified-patent-court.org/sites/default/files/upc_documents/Case%20load%20of%20the%20Court_end%20October.pdf
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CASE LOAD OF THE UPC
(UPDATE 04 NOVEMBER 2024)
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CASE LOAD OF THE UPC
(UPDATE 04 NOVEMBER 2024)

8

INTRODUCTION TO THE UNITARY PATENT SYSTEM



epo.org

PARALLEL JURISDICTION OF UPC AND NATIONAL 

COURTS

Parallel jurisdiction with UPC during transitional period with regard to European patent applications, 

classic European patents and Supplementary Protection Certificates (SPCs), but not Unitary Patents.

Opt-out possibility from jurisdiction of UPC with regard to:

▪ European patent applications, 

▪ classic European patents and SPCs, 

but not:

▪ Unitary Patents

9

INTRODUCTION TO THE UNITARY PATENT SYSTEM



epo.org

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!
STEFAN LUGINBUEHL | PHD, LAWYER

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT, IP LAB -  PATENT LAW POLICY

EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE, MUNICH

TEL.  +49 89 2399-5290

EMAIL SLUGINBUEHL@EPO.ORG 
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