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Your translation [ eAAnvka ]

Ta&16edovTag pmpog Kt mow oTov ypovo

Ayarnti AAeE

Xapnka 6tow akovoa nwe Ba Ta€16éyerg pe tpévo tr Evpodmn! Kat kadd Kdvelg: to Ekava Kat eyw, To 1990 ywa va

elpaote akpipeic, 6tav Hpovva padRTPLA.

H Tpdya nTav 0 amoropd@wia. Xpeldotnke va 0teidw To Srafatipld pov amd mpv yla va pov eK6WoovD 161K
BiCa. Hrtav 6Aa mépa moAD ovvapnaoTiKG. ADTEC TIC PHEPEC, elpat TOAD ELYPWOUWD OV PIOPW KIMAWG DX LOOTPEPW
10 Evpwnaikd pov Siafatiplo Kot va mepraw £T01 TOLG CLVOPLAKOVC EAEYYOLC. DLOKE, av eloal OTNY ZEVYKED,

6ev Ba KaTaAdPelg Kav 0Tl H140Y10€C TOVOPA EKTOC AV 1) TNAEYWDIKTH 00V ETAPla 08 EVOYANTEL.

[Tep1tTd PO 0OV W OTL 01 PaBNTEC Bev elyav KwnTtd TAépwva To 1990. Av H0ehec va KAeloelg KpePaTt o€ Eevwva
véwv, Oa £mpene va BPELC TO KAPTOTNAEQPWYO, T€ Kavéva Hpopo N pmap, Kot va pléelg péoa KEpuata, H1aPoPETIKG

Yl K&Oe ywpa, LOKA.

[ Slapovn pov ot Mpdya, elya To 6vopa Kot T SiebBvvon oG KoméAag mov SexdTav eMOKENTEG AAAK
Oyt T0 OOREPO TOL TNAEPWVOL TNG. ‘ETot £ypaya Eva ypdppa: vat, Yepdypa@o ypapia Kot IpoTod EpWVELTEIC, Ot
6ev ypnowpomoinoa @tePd KOKVOL Kt TO aipia Hov. ZEpw MW MOTEDELG 0Tl £l TAALOP06{TIO0N TTOL AKOUN

YPNOHOIOIW TO NAEKTPOVIKO Tayvubpopeio, aAdd akdun Kal avtd HTa AVHKOLOTO TOTE.
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H TIpdya exeivo tov Kaipd, NTav ge pla ywpo mov ovopalotav ToeyoohoPakio. Mia GAAN IPONY YWPA IOV
EMOKEPTNKA Kot TNV Hidprela Tov Taf16100 pov frav n Avtikn Feppavia, poAig Alyeg efbopddeg mpiv v
TCeppovikf Emavévwaon. Oupdpot vmfpye pla Evtovn avnovyia. Mepikol avBpwitotl moTevap W GLVERNKE TOAD

vwplg, Opwg dAdol Bedpnoav Twg NTAY TOAD ONUAVTIKG Yl DA IEPTPEDEL.

Ymipyav k1 dAAa ovdpa mov mAéov Hev Bpiokovtan o€ ydpTtes. Kabwg peydiwva, Eva peydio pépog g Evpwnng
avTurpoowevdTav amo Ty 'EXTA'. ‘Hrtav petd tnr mtwon tov Teiyovg Tov Bepodivov, to 1989, dtav dha
aAAa€av. Enpeme va e€01KEWOODE PE OVOPATA TWD YWPWD OV aIrd TNV H1KM pag oromia oTa HLTIKA AKPA TNG

Evpwmng, elyav 'kpvgtel’ miow amd to 'Z16npodv Mopamétaopa'.

‘Encita NTav n Fovykoodofia, KAIOTE £V ONUAVTIKOD PEYEDOLC KPATOC 0TNY VOTIOAVATOALKT Evpdmn. Ztnn
dexaetia Tov 90, o kaBoproTikn eraeTia, Emaye v LIIEPYEL KAl 0TNY BEOT TNG, EPPAVIOTNKAD YWPEC PE

ovépata mov o yrwpllav ol IPOHAIIONOEC NAG.

E1Aikpvd AAAv, Hev eipot Kav tO00 peyddn, 6, Kt av vouilelg, ahdd ot aAAayég otny (wN 1oL NTav EEAPETIKEC,
K01 01 TEPLoadTEPEC Yl TO KahDTEPO. Elvot onpavtikd va pnp 1o Eeyvdpe avtd. H EE dev elvan TéAeta aArd,
Hebopévn g moAvtdpayng 1oToplag, T TAYAPE KPKETA KUAQ.

TéAog mAvTWY, APKETT mpomaydvda, 0mwg Oa EAeye 0 PHAUIAG GO,

Na mepdoelg vépoya ot ekbpop] 0ov Pe MOAAEG TEPUIETELEC KOl AAAD poV, ayamnpév 110V, v Bev PmopodjE

v yrwpilovpe akPIPWC TL PG EM@PLAGOCTEL TO PEALOD, oG Bupdpaote mdvta OO PaKpia £YOViE PTATEL.
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Me 6An pov T oydan,

Ocla M
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Text to translate [ English ]

Journeying back and forward
Dearest Alex

Great to hear that you're going interrailing! And you're right: I did it myself back in the day, 1990 to be precise,
when I was a student.

Prague was a highlight. I had to send off my passport in advance to get a special visa. At the time it was all very
exciting. These days, I'm so grateful to be able to flutter my EU passport and waltz through border control. Of
course, if you're in Schengen, you wouldn’t even know you’'ve crossed a border except for your phone company

pinging you.

No need to tell you that students didn’t have mobile phones in 1990. If you wanted to book a bed in a youth hostel,
you had to find a payphone, in a street or bar, and pump in coins, different ones for every country, of course.

For my accommodation in Prague, I had the name and address of a lady who took in visitors but no phone number.
So I wrote a letter: yes, a physical letter and before you snigger, no I didn’t use a swan’s feather and my own
blood. I know you think I'm quaintly old-fashioned for still using email, but even that was unheard of back then.

Prague, at that time, was in a country called Czechoslovakia. Another ex-country that I visited on my interrail trip
was West Germany, just a few weeks before German Reunification. I remember there was a certain apprehension.
Some people thought it was happening too quickly, but others felt it was too important to wait.

There were other names now no longer on the map. When I was growing up, a whole swathe of Europe was
marked ‘USSR’. It was after the fall of the Berlin Wall, in 1989, that everything changed. We had to get to grips
with the names of countries which, from our vantage point on the western edges of Europe, had been ‘hidden’
behind the Iron Curtain.

Then there was Yugoslavia, once a considerably sized state in south-east Europe. In the 90s, that momentous
decade, it ceased to exist and, in its place, countries emerged with names that our great-grandparents would have
known.

Honestly Ally, I'm not even that old, whatever you might think, but the changes in my lifetime have been
extraordinary, and largely for the better. It’s important we don’t lose sight of that. The EU isn’t perfect but, given
our tumultuous history, we’ve done pretty well.

Anyway, enough propaganda, as your dad would say.

Have a wonderful trip with many adventures and Ally, my darling, while we can’t know exactly what the future has
in store for us, let’s always remember how far we’ve come.

All my love,

Auntie M
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