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Evaluation and Grant Agreement Deadlines 
1. Could you provide an overview of the expected timeline for the evaluation process? 

Specifically, when can applicants anticipate the results and signing of grant agreements? 
a. The expected timeframe is:  

i. The deadline to submit proposals is 26 November 2025. 
ii. Allocation of the proposals to the evaluators will follow shortly the 

deadline above. 
iii. Remote evaluation is expected to be finalised in beginning of February 

2026 and results sent to the applicants in the end February-March 2026. 
iv. Signing of the grant agreement is foreseen max three months later, in June-

July 2026.  
2. Will the evaluation process start after the 26th of November or after the submission of the 

proposal? 
a. Evaluation process will start after the closing of the submission period, which is 

set on the 26th of November 2025. 
3. Will there be a new call in 2026? 

a. There is no similar call planned in 2026.  
4. What is the latest expected starting date of successful projects? 

a. Grant agreements are expected to be signed in June-July 2026 at the latest. As a 
rule, projects should start around this time or later; the exact starting date is to be 
agreed with EISMEA. 

Eligibility 
1. The call specifies that eligible proposals should come from a single SME applicant. How 

is an SME defined in this context (e.g., headcount, turnover, independence)? 
a. For the definition of SME please consult the EU SME Recommendation of 6 May 

2003, User guide to the SME definition and the Rules on Legal Entity Validation, 
LEAR Appointment and Financial Capacity Assessment. 

b. Under the EIC UA tech this category includes startups. 
2. Can a startup apply without forming a consortium? 

a. Yes, this is a mono-beneficiary call so only single companies can apply to the call. 
Consortia are not eligible. 

3. Can only Ukrainian companies apply, or can they also apply together with an EU 
company? If yes, can multiple EU companies support one Ukrainian company, or is it 
limited to one per country? 

a. According to the specific conditions of the call, the participation in this call is 
limited to single companies classified as SMEs (including startups), that are: 

i. established in Ukraine; or 
ii. previously established in Ukraine and relocated to an EU Member State or 

Horizon Europe Associated Country, after 24 February 2022. Also, 
Ukrainian startups that received a startup visa in Europe after this date are 
eligible. All such companies must have at least 1 top representative 
holding Ukraine citizenship. For those companies a clear intention to 
relocate back the company to Ukraine is expected. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32003H0361&qid=1511301798396
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32003H0361&qid=1511301798396
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/756d9260-ee54-11ea-991b-01aa75ed71a1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/rules-lev-lear-fca_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/rules-lev-lear-fca_en.pdf
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b. However, it is allowed to have subcontractor from some other country or 
countries, but it is important to note that subcontracting may concern only parts 
of the project, as the implementation of the project lies with the beneficiary. The 
beneficiaries are responsible for the proper implementation of the subcontracted 
action tasks by the subcontractors (proper quality, timely delivery, etc). Therefore, 
the subcontracted parts should in principle not be "core" parts of the project 
work. 

4. What are the crucial factors for having a winning proposal? 
a. Please refer to the EIC 2025 call text that mentions all the elements important for 

the applications. 
5. The call text states that funds can be used for activities such as market validation, 

business models, IP, certification, etc. This seems to overlap strongly with what the EIC 
Business Services also offer. How should we concretely understand this difference? 

a. Project itself should be focused on raising TRL and investor readiness levels for 
the specific technology or product developed by the SME. EIC Business 
Acceleration Services offer additional tailored services only that companies 
might ask for and use if needed. Using only BAS for such purpose would not be 
enough. 

6. It is stated that the activities are restricted to civil applications only. Is there room for dual-
use applications, or is this strictly excluded? 

a. The activities funded during the project implementation phase should be for 
civilian applications only. Subsequent use of project results (after the project 
completion) may include other applications. 

Evaluation, Evidence & Validation 
1. Will there be a Pitching Day as part of the selection process? 

a. No face-to-face interview stage is foreseen in the evaluation process of this call. 
After the remote evaluation phase is over the evaluation results will be published. 

2. Should the applicant address the full list of questions related to the 3 criteria listed? 
a. The applicant has to fill a template and respond to a set of questions covering all 

3 evaluation criteria.  
3. Is it useful to include Letters of Intent from businesses willing to use the product? 

a. Letter of Intent are vital to assess whether there is traction for the technology 
among investors. They are not obligatory at the proposal submission stage; 
however, LOIs from businesses show a signal of a market interest in the 
technology. 

Funding & Payments 
1. Is this reimbursement or lump sum? 

a. This is a lump-sum grant. 
2. Does the program provide partial prepayment of the grant at the beginning? 

a. Yes, the initial prefinancing is envisaged. Its amount is the percentage from the 
grant amount and will be fixed during the Grant Agreement Process (GAP) phase 

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/document/download/5e1eb75f-e437-477f-9ee9-ef54ff6387fd_en?filename=EIC%20Work%20Programme%202025.pdf
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following the successful evaluation of a proposal. Please find more information 
about the lump sum here. 

3. Will there be upfront payments, or is the full amount paid after the end of the project? 
a. Normally, prefinancing payment is planned. Its amount is fixed during the GAP 

phase. 
4. Are payments divided by milestones? 

a. Milestones together with other indicators (e.g. deliverables, outputs) are set out 
to mark the progress of the action and are linked with the Continuous reporting 
not linked to payments. Meanwhile, the beneficiaries must provide reports to 
request payments (additional prefinancing or final payment), in accordance with 
the schedule and modalities set out in the Grant Agreement. 

5. Can the budget include new team members (e.g., for the business side)? 
a. Budget represents the estimated eligible contributions for the action. If the 

company still plans to hire a new team member it is important to include it in the 
budget forecast so that the personnel costs linked to this position are eligible 
under the Grant Agreement. 

6. What is considered “standard” personnel costs? 
a. This term refers to the direct personnel costs category A.1 Employees (or 

equivalent). 

Intellectual Property (IP) 
1. What is the required evidence to prove “ownership of IP”? 

a. The IP can be protected by ownership of IP (e.g. trademarks, patents, licenses, 
transfers, copyrights, trade secrets) which legally determines 
organisations/persons to use it. Therefore, applicants need to show that they are 
entitled to use the IP.  

2. Is there a requirement for where IP should be registered (Ukraine or target market 
country)? 

a. There’s not a requirement as to where IP rights should be registered. However, 
normally, an official registration with government-based agencies is sufficient. 

3. Can copyright/trade secrets be indicated as IP, leaving the patent section empty? 
a. Copyrights and trade secrets may be indicated as part of IP rights. 

TRL 
1. What TRL levels are required? 

a. The applicants are expected to have their technology validated in the lab level (i.e. 
at least all aspects of TRL 4 completed). At the end of the project beneficiaries 
should demonstrate that the technology has been tested and validated in a 
laboratory and other relevant environment (at least all aspects of TRL 5 
completed, preferably higher). 

2. Where can we find TRL definitions? 
a. These can be found on page 21 of the EIC 2025 Work Programme. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon/lump-sum/guidance
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/document/download/5e1eb75f-e437-477f-9ee9-ef54ff6387fd_en?filename=EIC%20Work%20Programme%202025.pdf
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Use of AI 
1. How can our applicant organisation can make a responsible use of generative AI tools? 

a. For you reference please have a look on the LIVING GUIDELINES ON THE 
RESPONSIBLE USE OF GENERATIVE AI IN RESEARCH PUBLISHED.  
In principle, applicants may use generative AI tools when preparing proposals, 
both regarding the structure of the proposals (e.g. graphs) and their substance 
(e.g. language review). However, applicants remain fully responsible for the 
proposals they submit. They should be fully transparent and declare the use of 
AI tools in their application and the way the tools have been utilised. They should 
in particular: 

i. verify the accuracy, validity and appropriateness of content generated 
by AI tools and correct any errors/inconsistencies, 

ii. provide the list of sources, including AI tools used to generate content 
and citations, and double-check citations to ensure their accuracy and 
proper references, 

iii. be conscious of the risks of plagiarism when using AI tools which 
reproduce content from other sources; original sources may need to be 
checked and referenced to avoid plagiarism, 

iv. be respectful of personal data and confidential information by not 
entering these on AI platforms that are not managed on proprietary 
servers, 

v. be aware of the limitations of AI tools, including their potential for bias, 
errors and gaps in knowledge. 

b. As a rule, the use of generative AI tools in drafting proposals is not a reason to 
penalise a proposal. However, where evaluators detect that the use of AI tools has 
led to inaccurate/erroneous data or that data/information is plagiarised from 
publications/articles/reports not duly acknowledged, this must be identified as a  
shortcoming and lead to a lower score. 

https://european-research-area.ec.europa.eu/news/living-guidelines-responsible-use-generative-ai-research-published
https://european-research-area.ec.europa.eu/news/living-guidelines-responsible-use-generative-ai-research-published
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