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{ } ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND SMES
i Sustainable Industry and Mobility
Energy Intensive Industries and Raw Materials

Minutes of the meeting of the CRM Board
20 February 2025, 09h00-18h00
Location: Robert Schuman room, Berlaymont building, 200 Rue de la Loi, 1040
Bruxelles

1. POINTS DISCUSSED

The European Commission (DG GROW) welcomed Members States’ representatives to the
European Critical Raw Materials Board meeting, to discuss and exchange on the preliminary list
of Strategic Projects proposed by the European Commission on the basis of external expert
assessment.

Presentation by the Commission of the selection process and preliminary results of the
assessment for EU projects

- Presentation of the EU Strategic Projects preliminary results of the first call for
applications

DG GROW presented the Member States with the preliminary results of the assessment for EU
projects. The assessment process was detailed, and proposed Strategic Projects were presented by
strategic raw material. DG GROW highlighted that bilateral meetings were held with all Member
States whose territories are concerned by a proposed Strategic Project, while indicating as well
that a number of projects are still under review and thus are not included in the presented
preliminary results.

- EU Strategic Projects’ preliminary results — discussion
Member States thanked DG GROW for the presentation of the list of proposed Strategic Projects
and provided general comments on the content and process. Suggestions for improvement for the
next call were made by Member States. These included the need for a more interactive
assessment process that could allow for more engagement between the Commission and project
promoters. Several Member States also suggested more engagement with Member States during
the assessment process.

Third countries Strategic Projects’ preliminary results — discussion

DG GROW presented the proposed third country Strategic Projects by strategic raw material.
Member States discussed the evaluation process for these projects and requested to be informed
further on each proposed Strategic Project. DG GROW reminded Member States that these
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proposed third country Strategic Projects are subject to the explicit approval of the third country
whose territory is concerned.

DG GROW informed Member States that additional information on the assessment of each
proposed EU and third country Strategic Project would be provided to all Member States by the
end of February.

CRM Board draft opinion on Strategic Projects list — discussion

The Board discussed what the content of the opinion on the first list of Strategic Projects could
be. It was considered useful to recall the overall context, assessment process, and state of
discussions on the projects. The opinion will only be finalised once the full list of potential
Strategic Projects has been discussed with the Board.

AOB

Member States’ attention was drawn to the upcoming deadline for the setting up of national
single points of contact.

The Commission updated Member States on the discussion in relation to the Critical Minerals
Security Programme of the IEA. This is considered of particular importance in the current
geopolitical context.

On the co-funded partnership on raw materials for the green and digital transition (research and
innovation), the Commission highlighted that discussions were held with Member States and
select third countries, and that the partnership consortium is working to submit a proposal later
this year.

Poland reminded Member States of the High-level Conference on the implementation of the

Critical Raw Materials Act to be held in Krakéw on 6 May for which invitations to all Board
members will be issued.

2. PARTICIPANTS

European Commission: DG GROW.

Member States representatives from: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, the
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Spain, and Sweden.

Observers: European Parliament.
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