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1. Welcome and introduction to the sub-group on monitoring  
The European Commission DG GROW welcomed Members States’ representatives to the first 
meeting of the sub-group, highlighting the crucial role of good collaboration for successful 
implementation of the Critical Raw Materials Act (CRMA) to improve understanding and 
knowledge of EU value chains and achieve resilience and competitiveness at the service of our 
twin transition.  
  

2. Adoption of the sub-group's Terms of Reference   
The ToR were adopted without changes.   
  

3. Article 21.1: Reporting on CRM projects 
DG GROW highlighted the ongoing work of data collection through the working group of the 
Raw Materials Supply Group and presented its current state, covering mainly extraction 
projects. DG GROW will share with Members of the sub-group the database by end of 
November and thanked the Member States for their collaboration so far.  
The discussion revolved around UNFC Classification of projects, and the minimum size of 
projects to be reported.  
DG GROW asked the Member States to confirm current and nominate additional contact points 
for this reporting exercise by 6 November, so as to be able to cover the entire supply chain. 
 

4. Article 21.2: Key market operators  
DG GROW recalled the obligation for Member States to define key market operators by 24 May 
2026 stemming from Article 21.2 and Article 45 CRMA. Member States were reminded that the 
CRMA does not call for full harmonisation.  
Member States expressed a wish for guidance from DG GROW to help define key market 
operators. DG GROW responded positively while inviting Member States to collaborate on 
developing criteria for a definition of key market operators.  
 
 
 

5. Articles 20.1 and 20.2: Monitoring 
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DG GROW recalled the provisions of Articles 20.1 and 20.2 and explained its longstanding work 

on the assessment of raw materials criticality. In the course of this, it tasked the Horizon 
Europe Project SCRREEN 3 to develop a database to facilitate both the data collection as well as 
the generation of raw materials factsheets. Fraunhofer ISI presented the current state of this 
database. 
The Austrian Ministry of Finance presented their Technical Support Instrument (TSI) Project for 
a Future Comprehensive Raw Materials Balance.  
DG GROW highlighted gaps in the data collection for which Member States’ contribution would 
be necessary. It noted that Member States may already collect relevant data following other 
legislative requirements and reiterated that coordination in Member States would be necessary. 
Member States raised concerns about data confidentiality regarding company information. 
 

6. Article 20.3: Stress testing 
DG GROW recalled the provisions of Article 20.3 and highlighted that both internationally and 
within the EU efforts on stress testing are ongoing. It invited the IEA and OFREMI to present 
their work on this topic.  
DG GROW has also tasked the JRC to support these efforts. The JRC presented their ongoing 
work on identification of data sources for supply chain mapping, analysis of historical disruption 
scenarios from 2000 to 2024 and comparison of current stress test methodologies.  
Member States highlighted the need for coherence of approaches to this exercise. Consensus 
was found to develop this in a task force. DG GROW will formalise this workstream if necessary.  
 

7. Article 24: Company risk preparedness 
Member States discussed the implementation of Article 24 CRMA, which requires companies to 
assess their risk preparedness. The Commission encouraged Member States to incentivise 
companies to carry out their own risk assessments. The importance of collaboration between 
Member States was highlighted. 
 

8. Concluding remarks and next steps  
The next meeting of the subgroup will take place in Spring 2025. The Commission encouraged 
Member States to think about potential synergies before the next meeting. Member States 
were reminded of the next meeting of the Critical Raw Materials Board and the deadline to 
report national contact points within one month.  
 
 
 

Participants  

European Commission: DG GROW and JRC. 
 
Member States: members of the subgroup on circularity, resources efficiency and substitution 

nominated by the representatives of the CRM Board.  

Additional presentations: IEA, SCRREEN 3    
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