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Your translation [ eAAnvka ]

Ta&1devovTag oTo mapeAbov Kat 0o péEAAov

[ToAvayammpéve AAEE,

Xapnka moAd mov Ba mag Taib pe ™y Kapta "Tvteperh"! Kan Exelg 61kio: To EKAVA KAl YW TTOV KA1PO [0V, TO

1990 ywx va elpot akp1png, dTaw HRHOLY POLTNTPLA.

H Tpdya nTav to anoropdwna. Emnpene va amootelAw €K TV IPOTEPWD TO Slafathipld pov yla va mépw e161KN
BiCa. Tote 6Aa avTd pe evBovoialav. Inpepa, eipatl 1000 ELYPWRWY TTOL PIOPW amAd va 6ei€w To rafathplo NG
Evpwnaikic Evwong Katl va mepdow GveTa o' Tov 0LVOPLaKS £Aeyy0. DLOKE, Yla TIC YWPEC EVTOC TEVYKED, OVTE

Ko O KataAdBaiveg 6T IEPAOEG Ta aOVOPQ, AL BV 00V £0TEADE PNVLPA T ETApia TNAEPwWYiNG TOV.

Evvoeitat 4Tt o1 portnTég Hev elyav Kwntd Aépwva to 1990. Av nBedec va KAeioelg éva KpePaTt o Evaw Eevwva
véwv, €mpene va Bpelg Eva dnuooto TNAEPwvo oTov Hpdpo 1 og Eva pIap Kot o BAAELC KEPPATA, HlaQOPETIKA Yo

KGO ywpa, QLOKA.

[a ™ 6tapov pov ot Ipdya, elya To 6vopa Kot T HiedBvvomn plag Kuplag mov ELA0€evodoe EMOKENTEG, AAAK
KavEvaw aplfuod tnieewvov. Eypoya Aourdv, Eva ypdppa: vat, Eba IPAyRaTIKO Ypdppa Kol Ipw 1€ ELPWDEVTELG,
oyt 6ev ypnoponoinoa PTePd KOKLOL Kat To 1610 pov To aipa. To E€pw 6TL Hraokedalelg pe Ti¢ EEMEPAOPEVES 1OV

oVLVNOELEC, TTOV YPNOTHOIOIW AKOPA NAEKTPOVIKO Tayvudpopeio, aAAd akOpx Kol aLTO RTAD ADNKOVOTO TOTE.
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H TIpaya, exelvo Tov Koupo, BplokdTtow oc pla ywpa mov Aeyotav ToegyoohoPakio. Mia GAAN ywpa mov Hev vIAPYEL
I, TNY omoia emOoKEPTNKA 070 TaEid1 pov pe to tPévo, Ntav n AvTikh Feppavia, poéAg Alyeg eBbopddeg mpiv
TCeppovikf Emavévwaon. Oupdpo 6t vmmpye pla kdmola avnovyia. Kamolol miotevaw 4Tt yvodTtav mpowpa, evw

aArol Bewpodoav 6T NTaw TO0O oNPAVTIKS mov Hev pmopodae va avaBAnOel.

Ympyaw K1 dAAa ovdpata mov 6ev T Bpiokelg mAEOD OTOV YAPTN. T MAlOIKAE oL ¥povia, Eva peydAo PEPOG NG
Evpwmng ovopalotov "EXTA". Mévo petd v mTwdan Tov telyovg Tov Bepodivov, to 1989, 6ha drdafav. Enpene
o e€01KELWOOVIE PIE TA OVOPATA YWPWD Ta omoia, armd TN 61KN PKG OKOMA 0TI HLTIKEG mapLYEC TG Evpwmng,

Atoav "kpuppéva miow amd to Z1bnpodv MapaméTaopa.

‘Eneita NTav Kot 1) T'ovykoohoafia, Kamote Eva af10A0yng EKTaong KpAtog on voTioavatodikn Evpwmmn. To '90,
auTHY TN ponuelwdn dekaetia, Emoye va vIIdpyel Kol 0Tn B€om TNg, avadidnkav ywpeg pe ovdpata okela oTOLC

IPO-TIAIIOVOEC PG,

Elvot aAffeta AAy, 6Tt Hev elpon Kow 1600 peydAn, 6, Tt Kl ap moTtedelg, aAAd ol adAayég ot Sidprela g CwNg
1ov vIPEav amioTEVTEG KA1, 08 YEVIKEG YpapEG, OeTikéC. Elvot onpavTikd va unp to mopaprémovpe avtd. H
Evpwnaikm Evwon 6ev eivatl tédera, adAd ebopévng g Tapaywdoug 10Toplag pag, Ta £X0VHE MAEL APKETR KOAJ.

TéA0C IAVTWY, APKETA e TNV Ipomaydvda, 0w B £Aeye Kal 0 PIOPIAG GOV.

Na éyerg éva vépoyo Tagibl yepdto mepumételeg Kat, AAl pov ayamnpéve, 6ev pmopodpe BEPaia va yvwpiCovpe

axppwe Tl pag emevAdooel 1o pEAAov, addd ag BvpopaoTe mhvta Mo MPG0do £yovje KAVEL.
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Me 6An pov T oydan,

N Og100Aa Gov M.
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Text to translate [ English ]

Journeying back and forward
Dearest Alex

Great to hear that you're going interrailing! And you're right: I did it myself back in the day, 1990 to be precise,
when I was a student.

Prague was a highlight. I had to send off my passport in advance to get a special visa. At the time it was all very
exciting. These days, I'm so grateful to be able to flutter my EU passport and waltz through border control. Of
course, if you're in Schengen, you wouldn’t even know you’'ve crossed a border except for your phone company

pinging you.

No need to tell you that students didn’t have mobile phones in 1990. If you wanted to book a bed in a youth hostel,
you had to find a payphone, in a street or bar, and pump in coins, different ones for every country, of course.

For my accommodation in Prague, I had the name and address of a lady who took in visitors but no phone number.
So I wrote a letter: yes, a physical letter and before you snigger, no I didn’t use a swan’s feather and my own
blood. I know you think I'm quaintly old-fashioned for still using email, but even that was unheard of back then.

Prague, at that time, was in a country called Czechoslovakia. Another ex-country that I visited on my interrail trip
was West Germany, just a few weeks before German Reunification. I remember there was a certain apprehension.
Some people thought it was happening too quickly, but others felt it was too important to wait.

There were other names now no longer on the map. When I was growing up, a whole swathe of Europe was
marked ‘USSR’. It was after the fall of the Berlin Wall, in 1989, that everything changed. We had to get to grips
with the names of countries which, from our vantage point on the western edges of Europe, had been ‘hidden’
behind the Iron Curtain.

Then there was Yugoslavia, once a considerably sized state in south-east Europe. In the 90s, that momentous
decade, it ceased to exist and, in its place, countries emerged with names that our great-grandparents would have
known.

Honestly Ally, I'm not even that old, whatever you might think, but the changes in my lifetime have been
extraordinary, and largely for the better. It’s important we don’t lose sight of that. The EU isn’t perfect but, given
our tumultuous history, we’ve done pretty well.

Anyway, enough propaganda, as your dad would say.

Have a wonderful trip with many adventures and Ally, my darling, while we can’t know exactly what the future has
in store for us, let’s always remember how far we’ve come.

All my love,

Auntie M
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