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EIC STEP Scale-up Defence call submission
guidance

This Guide for Applicants provides practical information to support
applicants in the preparation and submission of proposals under the EIC
STEP Scale-up Defence call.

It is intended to help applicants understand the main procedural and
eligibility requirements applicable to the call, including in particular the
conditions related to the eligibility of companies, the list of eligible
countries, limitations linked to ownership and control, and any possible
guarantees that may be required. The guide also provides information on
the handling and transmission of classified information, where relevant, as
well as other important aspects to be taken into account when preparing
an application.

Applicants are encouraged to read this guide carefully together with the
call documents before submitting a proposal. The guide is designed to
facilitate the application process, but it does not replace the official call
text or the relevant legal framework, which remain the authoritative
sources.



Legal entities eligible for funding

« Participation is limited to monobeneficiary SMEs, including start-ups, and
small mid-caps established in the Union, in Ukraine, or in an member
of the European Economic Area (EEA) that is associated to Horizon
Europe.

* This call has a general exclusion rule: legal entities, established in the
Union, in Ukraine or in an EEA member associated to Horizon Europe, that
are directly or indirectly controlled by a third country other than
Ukraine or an EEA member associated to Horizon Europe, or by legal
entities of such a third country cannot participate, unless they provide
guarantees in accordance with the national procedures that the legal entity
serves the security and defence interests of the Union and its Member
States.



Part A- General information and Keywords

Fill this information carefully. Pay attention to the fixed keywords under the Priority
areas section as they will be used to match your proposal with experts.

The available selection of keywords at each of the three levels is aligned with the
second STEP Guidance note specifically for the Defence technologies.

PLEASE SELECT AT LEAST ONE “Technology sector”, “Technology area” and
“Technology” (one complete row of keywords). Please note that you may select up
to three priority areas (three complete rows of keywords).

The field “duration in months” should be filled to avoid the system blocking your
submission, however, the duration will not be specifically assessed in the STEP
Defence call, so the time can be indicative.

Proposal ID (Call: HORIZON-EIC-2026-STEP-DEFENCE-01 Type of action: HORIZON-EIC-EQU
SEP-211352541 EIC STEP DEFENCE 01 HORIZON EIC Equity Only

Proposal acronym Topic: HORIZON-EIC-2026-DEFENCE-01 Type of model grant agreement: HORIZON-EQU
TEST EIC defence call HORIZON Equity Investment

General information

Acronym * @ 5 Proposal title *
TEST TEST title
Free Keywords

radar

Priority areas

Technology sector Technology area Technology °
Defence Technologies Air and Missile Defence Detection systems (radars) @
~
Technology sector ™ Technology area ~ Technology
Defence Technologies Air and Missile Defence Detection systems (radars)
Abstract *
TEST
Has this proposal (or a very similar one) been submitted in the past 2 years in response to a call for proposals under any EU programme, including the current call? ™
)
() Yes
@
O

100

1008


https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/document/download/6c29257c-60ce-4157-81e7-8ea827803287_en
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/document/download/6c29257c-60ce-4157-81e7-8ea827803287_en
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/document/download/6c29257c-60ce-4157-81e7-8ea827803287_en
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/document/download/6c29257c-60ce-4157-81e7-8ea827803287_en

Declarations

* All the declarations must be filled in order to be able to submit a proposal

We declare to have the explicit consent of all applicants on their participation and on the content of this proposal.

We confirm that the information contained in this proposal is correct and complete and that none of the project activities have
started before the proposal was submitted (unless explicitly authorised in the call conditions).

We declare:
- to be fully compliant with the eligibility criteria set out in the call
- not to be subject to any exclusion grounds under the EU Financial Regulation
- and to have the financial and operational capacity to carry out the proposed project.

We acknowledge that all communication will be made through the Funding & Tenders Portal electronic exchange system and
that access and use of this system is subject to the Funding & Tenders Portal Terms and Conditions.

We have read, understood and accepted the Funding & Tenders Portal Terms & Conditions and Privacy Statement that set out
the conditions of use of the Portal and the scope, purposes, retention periods, etc. for the processing of personal data of all
data subjects whose data we communicate for the purpose of the application, evaluation, award and subsequent management
of our grant, prizes and contracts (including financial transactions and audits).

We declare that the proposal complies with ethical principles (including the highest standards of research integrity as set
out in the ALLEA European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity, as well as applicable international and national law,
including the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union and the European Convention on Human Rights and its
Supplementary Protocols. Appropriate procedures, policies and structures are in place to foster responsible research practices,
to prevent questionable research practices and research misconduct, and to handle allegations of breaches of the principles
and standards in the Code of Conduct.

We declare that the proposal has an exclusive focus on civil applications except 1f we are applying to a call where military
applications are explicitly permitted in the call conditions (activities intended to be used in military application or aiming to
serve military purposes cannot be funded, unless explicitly mentioned in the call documents). If the project involves dual-
use items in the sense of Regulation 2021/821, or other items for which authorisation is required, we confirm that we will
comply with the applicable regulatory framework (e.g. obtain export/import licences before these items are used).

We confirm that the activities proposed do not:
- aim at human cloning for reproductive purposes;
- intend to modify the genetic heritage of human beings which could make such changes heritable (with the exception
of research relating to cancer treatment of the gonads, which may be financed);
- intend to create human embryos solely for the purpose of research or for the purpose of stem cell procurement,

il’l(‘]lldil’lﬂ I'I‘.l' measanc nFcnmnfir l"l"]] nl'll"ll"ﬂl' Trancf"r‘r'



Participants

* Please fill in the Organisation data and the Main contact.

Organisation data

Short Name Agro LTD
Legal Person Yes
Address MaariStreet 12
Public Body Yes
Town Almere
International organisation Yes
Postcode
Country United States
Research organisation Secondary or higher education MNon-profit
No No Yes
Mid-cap Gender equality plan
Ho Mo
European h
Ho
SME Data
SME self-declared status. SME self-assessment SME validation
12/01/2017 Yes 120112017 Yes Yes

 For the departments carrying out the proposed work section, tick on the “not
applicable” box if not relevant for your project.

Departments carmying out the proposed work

D Mot applicable

& Depariments carrying out the praposed work-Aero LTD : No depariment added.

Dept No. Department name Country Town
Main contact person
Title @ - Gender
119
| T () Waman ) Man (C) Mon Binary
A Aerc LTD : Main Contact - Please select gender
First name Last name E-Mail ™ Position in organisation

Department

A fero LTD - Main Contact - Fosiion is missing

b 200 LTD : Mizin Contact - Flease sdd depanment

[[] same as proposing organisation's address

Strest __Town __Postsl code __Country

\“”\| \‘"’\‘ |_[||
A\ =0 LTD - Main Contact - Street name is missing A fiero LTD - Main Gontsct - Town name is missing A& =10 LT - Main Contact - Postal corle s missing. b Aero LTD - Main Gontact - Country is missing
Website __Phone _ Phone2

{= I‘ {z0]




Budget

Proposal ID Call: HORIZON-EIC-2026-STEP-DEFENCE-01 Type of action: HORIZON-EIC-EQU
SEP-211352541 EIC STEP DEFENCE 01 HORIZON EIC Equity Only

Proposal acronym Topic: HORIZON-EIC-2026-DEFENCE-01 Type of model grant agreement: HORIZON-EQU
TEST EIC defence call HORIZON Equity Investment

Budget

Total target investment round
nnnnnn

Requested investment amount *
€ 15,000 €

T

Indicate amount
requested to the EIC.

Indicate the Total
targeted investment
round (including the EIC
STEP Defence
requested amount)
Further information about the budget should be completed in Part
B in the financial plan annex (.xIm) attached to the application.

You will be asked to be more specific about other equity elements.

Table 5 - Current financing round to which EIC Fund would contribute
Information item Value, k€ Comment

Total financing needed

Equity amount requested to the EIC

Equity amount from pre-committed investors (from pre-commitment letter)

Other financing - specify amount and origin

Targeted round size

Suggested post-money valuation




Ethics (1)
* Please fill in the Ethics and security questionnaire and self assessment

Ethics issues table

Humin embeyanic stem calls and human embryas

Dioaz this activity Invelve Human Embryonic Stam Callz (hESCe)F

D R[] @ Mo
Doaz this activity Invelve the uga of human embryas?

D R[] @ Mo
Humins

Dioaz this activity Invelve human participants ¥

D R[] @ Mo
Doaz this activity Invelve Intarventione (phyzical alza Including imaging technolegy, beheviourel treatments, fracking and tracing, etc.) on the etudy participants?
D Yes @ Mo

Dioas this activity Invelve conducting a clinieal 2tudy a2 dafined by tha Clinkeal Trial Regulaiion (EW S36/2014)7 (uelng pharmaceuticals, olalagicals, radlopharmaceuticals, or edvanced therapy medicingl producta)

O R @ Mo

Human cells | tssues

Dioaz thie activity Invelve the usa of human calle or ieaues (not covered by zaction 1j7

D s @ Mo

Peranal dats

Dioaz this activity Invelve processzing of parsanal data?

() es (@ Mo
Dias this activity Involve further proceszing of pravicusly collacted peraonal data [including uss of preaxeting deta sste or scurces, marging exlzting data sate)?
() es (@ Mo
12 It plannad to expart peracnal data fram the EU to non-EU countrias
O Yax @ Mo
12 It plannad te Import parzenal data from non-EU countries Inte tha EU or fram a non-EU country to anether nen-EU country?
D R[] @ Mo
Dioaz this activity Invelve tha procaszsing of parzenal data related to criminal convicians or offences?
D R[] @ Mo
9



Ethics (2)

Animads

Doaz thie activity Involve animals ¥

(@RS @ Mo

NerEU cauniries

Wil some of the activities be carrlsd out In nan-EU countriss?

() es @ Mo

In ¢a2a nan-EW countrigs are Involvad, do the activities undartaken in thees countriss rales potantial athies l2suss?

() es @ Mo

I2 It planned te use local resourcea {a.g. animal andrar human tizsua samplee, panetic materlal, live animalz, human remaine, matarials of historical valus, sndangersd fauna ar flora 2amplse, sfc)?

(O s @ re

|2 It plannad te Import any materlal {ather than data) from non-EU countries Infe the EU ar fram a non-EL country fo ancther non-EU country? For deafa Imports, ses sactian 4.

(O s @ re

12 It plannad te sxpart any matarial (othsr than dats) from the EU to non-EU countries? For data exparts, 8sa section 4.

(O Vs @ M

Doaz thie activity Invelves low andior lewer-middia Incems ceuniriea? (I yaz, detall tha benafit-2haring actione planned in the esif-aesezament]

O s @ M

Could the sibuatien In the country put the Individuals taking part In tha activity atrlak?

() es @ Mo

Envioamemn, health and sz

oty

Doaz this activity Involve tha uss of substances or procazees that may cauzs harm to the environment, to animals or plants (during the iImplamantation of ths actvity ar furthar to the use of the razults, 28 a poszibls Impact)?

() es @ Mo

Doaz thie actlvity deal with endangersd fauna andior flora J profected areas?

(O s @ re

Doz thie activity Invelve the uee of substances or procezees that may cauze harm te humane, Including thozse perfarming the activity {during the Implementation of the activity or further to the ues of the results, 32 3 pozelbls Impacty?

(O s @ re

Artificial intzligence

Doaz thie actlvity Involve tha developmant, daploymsnt andior uee of Artificial intelligence-bassd systama? (I yas, detall In the self-aszassment whaether that could ralse ethical concars refated to human rights end valuss and detall how thiz will ba addrazeed).

() ¥es @ Mo

Oiher ethics issues

Are thera any ather athice lseuss thaf ehould be taken Info consldaration?

O s @ M

I:‘ Fconfirm gt | have lkeninis sccount all ethics issues shove and thal, if any ethics issues spply, Daill plede the pthics seif- vt s o ik i L guil How 1o Camrglete your Ethics Sef-Azsassmem

A Plass GG canATen or BN Godaraan

Ethics self-assessment

ety Impact
[P —— — 3 sy of winerab papultions, e ) b) melhordabpy (e 5. clnical i, invahermen of chiken. presocien of ersoral mpoc f e aclivees (e, emvironmone| damage, séqralisason of pariculer e ————
)
sthcal
Demcrbe how he ue(s] Heifed in e i e ks abave willbe adkire=sed in o 1o hers I the e ; st re complant with the EUinsl lges and elhicl remuirements of 1 oty or ateries where e ik e £ be caried cul. 12 remind! hat ot actie perommd i 8 non-EU couneies, they shouid sl be slowed n ot et

ane: EU Mesmber Sale

10



Additional ethics requirements

» For proposals submitted under the EIC STEP Scale up Defence call
additional ethics requirements will apply.

« In particular, applicants will be requested to answer the following questions
in the Part B application form:

10.  Artificial Intelligence:

- Does your activity involve the use of Al in a weapon system? Is it possible to establish
which specific function/functions are automated/autonomous in the weapon system?

- If YES: If the weapon system has Al-enabled functions, could these functions render the
weapon system indiscriminate?

- If YES: Does the design include the possibility of an autonomous mode for self-
protection? If yes, can the system reliably distinguish between targets (threats) and non-targets?

11. International humanitarian law:

- Do your activities respect international humanitarian law, as described in the guidance
on ethics?

1"



Security

Security issues table

EU Clussified Infeermason (EUCH

Doss thls activity
O ves @
Doss tals activty INVaIVe NOT-EU countniss?

O ves @

Misuse.

Doss tnls sctivrty nave tne potentisl Tor misuss of resutts?

O ves @

Gther securiy issues

Doss thls activity to natianal eacurty yeu

O ves @

Ars thera any ather ssourity lasuee that should be taken Into coneldaration? Ifyee, pleses spactty

O ves @

Security self-assessment

)
A Pirase prowce cardmalion for EINGS cedaraban.
Ethics self-assessment
ety Impact
Expisi indecai [E— fves of sy of wineotie papuiaions, R — P i (9. eriroemenes) damge, séqmalisason of ey satis groups. pliiea o fnoryal sdverse corsequenzes, misuse, eie)
)
sthcal
Drmeribe b e se(s] Heifed in 1 i e ki abve will e aciresse i ot i s i " i i o cotries where e tasksare o be caried sl I i v o £U counies,they shaud sl be slowed in ot et
anes EU Member St
4

12



EU Classified information

« If in your proposal you wish to include any supporting documentation
as classified information as governed by Commission Decision (EU,
Euratom)_2015/444, you must contact EISMEA at least 30 working
days before the closing date in order to arrange the delivery of
the classified documents.

» Classified information must not under any circumstances be submitted
online though the Funding & Tenders.

* Only documents classified as EU RESTRICTED, EU CONFIDENTIAL or EU
SECRET may be accepted. Documents classified as EU TOP SECRET will
not be accepted by the Agency.

» Applicants who intend to submit classified information as part of their
proposal must complete the EUSurvey questionnaire available at this
link.

 Further to submission of the questionnaire, EISMEA will contact you to
provide further guidance on the transmission of classified information.

* Please note that any classified information must fit within the 50-page limit of
Part B business plan. Any information surpassing the 50-page limit will be
excluded from the evaluation.

13


http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:JOL_2015_072_R_0011&qid=1427204240846&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/EICDefenceEUCI
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/EICDefenceEUCI

Other questions and consents

What is the gender of the CEQ?
() wioman (O Man () Nen binary () We don't have this position

A Pleaze select the Gender of the CEO.
What is the gender of the C50?

() wioman (O Man () Nen binary () We don't have this position
What is the gender of the CTO?
() wioman (O Man () Nen binary () We don't have this position

Your relations vith the Granting Authority and the jury or the evaluation of your proposal will not be affected if you do not consent o the sharing of information, including personal data, as indicated below. You have the right to withdraw consent at any moment by contacting the Data Controller at EISMEA-
ENQUIRIES @iec suropa.eu. The withdrawal of your consent vill not affect the lawfulness of the parsonal data processing operations that took place before the withdravral

[[] consent 1: In case my proposal will be selected for support through an investment component, | give my consent for the Commission, EISMEA and the EIC Fund to share necessary information, including personal data (first and last name, phone number, and email address ) with the other actors involved in
the of the action: the Alternay Manager of the EIC Fund and the European Investment Bank. | understand that the EIC Fund andor the Business Acceleraion Services may also help look for additional investors and that my consent will be asked bsfore ofher investors are contacted
or engaged. ~

@ Consent 1 is mandatory.

[[] consent 2: 1 give my cansent for the Commission and EISMEA lo share necessary information about my company, including personal data (first and last name, phone number, and email address) as well as the application documents wilh the relevant InvestEL implementing partners to express my interest in
complementary Venture Debt support.

[[] consent 3: 1 agree to share a limited st of my parsonal data (first and last name, phone number, and email address) in addition to information related to the proposal (its acronym, fitls, abstract, and amount of requested grant and/or investment) with my comresponding EIC Mational Contact Point.

*Please note the first consent is mandatory

14



Applications in draft status

» Go into your profile on the F&T Portal and select “Proposals” in the left-
hand menu.

* Click on the three dots of the right of the proposal row and then click on the
“View Draft”

1 F&T user profile

& Expert profile & (BT @ Download ‘ ‘ Last 180 days v ‘ Q Fiter.. ‘
HB Content centre ~
Acronym T Programme [T Type of action call Status [ Remaining time Closure date | Actions
A Notifications.
% Subscriptions test HORIZON HORIZON-EIC HORIZON-EIC-2025-TRANSITIONOPEN Draft O 8days 17/09/2025 17:00:00
M Bookmarks
© Saved searches test HORIZON HORIZON-EIC-ACC ~ HORIZON-EIC-2025-ACCELERATOR-01 Draft 0 100 days 18/12/2025 17:00:00
B My organisations
DRAFT HORIZON HORIZON-EIC-EQU HORIZON-EIC-2025-EICSTEP-01 Drait O Closed 09/09/2025 12:00:00
& Formal notifications © View Draft
- test HORIZON HORIZON-EIC-EQU ~ HORIZON-EIG-2025-EICSTEP-01 Draft 0 Closed 09/09/2025 12
V Grants centre ~ @ Delete Proposal
& Proposals test HORIZON HORIZON-EIC-EQU ~ HORIZON-EIC-2025-EICSTEP-01 Draft 0 Closed 09/09/2025 12:00:00
B Technical Support Instrum... A
10 v
Monitor requests Itoms per page ‘ ‘ H 4 >
q

Showing 1-5 of 5

* Click on the print preview to download and visualise your previous draft

Deadline (@ In this step you can edit the Administrative Forms and upload the proposal and its annexes. You may return to this step from the 'My X
09 September 2025 12:00:00 Brussels Local Time Proposals' section of the Funding & Tenders Portal.
Please be aware that this is a continuous call. You can save and continue editing at a later time, before submitting. Once the proposal is
Closed submitted, it will not be possible to update it anymore.
Call data

(@ Your proposal contains changes that have not yet been submitted.
Call: HORIZON-EIC-2025-EICSTEP-01
Topic: HORIZON-EIC-2025-EICSTEP-01 Administrative forms (Part A)

Type of action: HORIZON-EIC-EQU

Type of MGA: HORIZON-EQU Editforms /' ] [ View history ] [ Print preview [ ]

/A Topic and type of action can only be changed by creating a

new proposal.
Part B and Annexes

Proposal data In this section you may upload the technical annex of the proposal (in PDF format only) and any other requested attachments. @

. Application form part B * Upload [y
Acronym: DRAFT

© 2018-2025 European Commission | About | Feedback | Cookies | Terms and conditions | V-6.4.1 - 21/08/2025 14:43:32 Europe/Brussels

15



Part B Documents

> A full business plan (50 pages max, pdf)

» A pitch-deck (maximum 15 pages) in pdf format (this version will be presented to
the jury if invited to interview).

» An pre-commitment from a single qualified investor (according to the official
template).

» A financial plan (according to the template available on the EIC website).
>  Results of the freedom to operate (FTO) analysis.
» CVs of key personnel: Links to BIOs/LinkedIn to be included in PART B

> Self-assessment document to determine whether or not the applicant is directly or
indirectly controlled by a third country other than Ukraine or an EEA member
associated to Horizon Europe.

» In case of direct or indirect control outcome, applicant is expected to submit the
guarantee.

PRE-COMMITMENT

>  From a single Qualified investor* (not necessarily a new one nor the lead investor).

»  The pre-commitment represents at least 20% of the total target funding round you are aiming to
raise*.

* Note: The portion of the pre-commitment corresponding to at least 20% of the funding round must be
fully uninvested as of the date of the pre-commitment letter. Syndicated pre-commitments, as long as no
entity’s individual contribution is equal or above the 20% threshold, will be deemed ineligible.

>  The total targeted funding round, must range between EUR 50 to 150 million or more, and be at
least 3-5 times the EIC investment).

* Qualified Investor is an investor — public or private —which has been subject to KYC/AML screening and
not considered high-risk. In case of high risk, such an investor can be exceptionally considered qualified if
duly justified to protect against risks to the EU economic security.

16



Ownership Self-Assessment

« All applicants must submit an ownership self-assessment using the
template provided in the Funding and Tenders Portal to determine
whether the legal entity is directly or indirectly controlled by a third country
other than Ukraine or an EEA member associated to Horizon Europe or by
legal entities of such a third country.

« Should the applicant consider to be directly or indirectly controlled by a
third country other than Ukraine or an EEA member associated to Horizon
Europe or by legal entities of such a third country then they should submit
guarantees in accordance with the national procedures of the Member State
or the EEA member associated to Horizon Europe in which the legal entity
is established.

OWNERSHIP CONTROL DECLARATION

(To be filled in by the project participants as part of the application. All declarations must be assembled by the coordinator
and uploaded in a single file in the Portal Submission System.

For detailed explanations about the ownership control assessment procedure, see the Guidance on participation in EU
calls with ownership and control restrictions.

Beneficiaries and affiliated entities must always provide the form; associated partners and subcontractors must provide it

only if required by the call conditions (for HE, associated partners always). Entities that are validated as public bodies by
the Central Validation Service are exempted since they will automatically be considered as controlled by their country.

Supporting documents do not have to be provided at application stage, but will be requested later on. You will receive a
task notification asking you to upload the documents to your PIC account in the Portal Participant Register.

_IB The information should reflect the situation at the moment you sign this declaration. Please be aware that additional
information or clarifications may also be requested later on, in case there are open questions about your
ownership/control status.

N Please note that the information in this declaration may be reused in case you apply to other EU calls that have
ownership/control restrictions.

_ﬁ Please also note that you must inform the granting authoriy in case of changes in your ownership and confrol
structure during the project implementation, if these could impact the ownership/conirol requirements.)

DECLARATION ON OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL

Project

Name of the project: [project title] — [acronym]

Participant

17



Guarantees

» Applicant should submit guarantees at the time of application.

« If such guarantees are not submitted at application stage, applicants will be requested to provide them if
invited to an interview with the EIC Jury (failure to submit guarantees within two weeks from the
end of the interview session will result in applications being deemed as non-eligible). Guidelines
concerning the submission of guarantees are available here.

« If you did not submit the guarantees and it is found during the investment due diligence process that
your company is directly or indirectly controlled by a third country other than Ukraine or an EEA member
associated to Horizon Europe or by legal entities of such a third country, then you will be requested to
provide guarantees within two weeks of the date of the request (failure to submit guarantees will
result in applications being deemed as non-eligible).

OWNERSHIP CONTROL GUARANTEE

(Guarantee declaration to be filled in and signed by the controlled participants (beneficiaries and affiliated entities;
associated partners and subconiractors, where applicable). For guarantees provided as part of the application, they must
be assembled by the coordinator and uploaded in a single file together with the ownership control declarations in the
Portal Submission System. Guarantees provided during grant agreement preparation must be submitted in accordance
with the instructions of the granting authority service.

& Guarantees/approvals with disclaimers or that rely on changes in the ownership control structure will normally be
rejected.

& For ASAP actions, no guarantee will be required in case there is a valid FDI screening within the meaning of
Regulation 2019/4527, which has been accepted by the granting authority on the basis of the FDI screening declaration.

For detailed explanations about the ownership control assessment procedure, see the Guidance on participation in EU
calls with ownership and control restrictions.)

GUARANTEES

Participant: [legal name] ([short name])

PIC number:

Project name and acronym: [project title] — [acronym]

EU funding programme: [Digital Europe (DEP)] [Horizon Europe (HE)]
[European Defence Fund (EDF)] [ASAP] [EDIP] [USI]
[CEF Digital]

MEASURES PUTIN PLACE

18
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/guidance-on-participation-in-eu-calls-with-ownership-and-control-restrictions_en.pdf

Timeline

* STEP Scale-up Defence Call is open from 1 July 2026

* Deadline for submission: 28 October 2026 at 17h00:00
Brussels local time

* Eligibility checks: November-December 2026

* Interview with Jury: January 25-29, 2027 in Brussels

19



Additional information

« STEP Scale up Defence - European Commission

* EIC Frequently asked questions - European Commission

20


https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-step-scale-defence_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-step-scale-defence_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-step-scale-defence_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-step-scale-defence_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-step-scale-defence_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-frequently-asked-questions_en#eic-strategic-technologies-for-europe-platform-step-scale-up-call
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-frequently-asked-questions_en#eic-strategic-technologies-for-europe-platform-step-scale-up-call
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-frequently-asked-questions_en#eic-strategic-technologies-for-europe-platform-step-scale-up-call
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-frequently-asked-questions_en#eic-strategic-technologies-for-europe-platform-step-scale-up-call
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For any question regarding submission and evaluation

of your proposal, you can contact the IT helpdesk via the Funding
and Tenders Portal

For enquiries related to the validation process of participants having
a Participant Identification Code (PIC), please write via the
Participant Register.

I eic.ec.europa.eu



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/helpdesks/contact-form
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register
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