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Disclaimer

This guide aims to assist potential applicants. It is provided for information purposes 

only and is not intended to replace consultation of any applicable legal sources. Neither 

the European Commission nor EISMEA (or any person acting on their behalf) can be held 

responsible for the application made of this guidance document.

1



HISTORY OF CHANGES

Version Publication Date Change Page

1.0 1.7.2026 • Initial version

2



EIC STEP Scale-up Defence call submission 
guidance
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This Guide for Applicants provides practical information to support 

applicants in the preparation and submission of proposals under the EIC 

STEP Scale-up Defence call.

It is intended to help applicants understand the main procedural and 

eligibility requirements applicable to the call, including in particular the 

conditions related to the eligibility of companies, the list of eligible 

countries, limitations linked to ownership and control, and any possible 

guarantees that may be required. The guide also provides information on 

the handling and transmission of classified information, where relevant, as 

well as other important aspects to be taken into account when preparing 

an application.

Applicants are encouraged to read this guide carefully together with the 

call documents before submitting a proposal. The guide is designed to 

facilitate the application process, but it does not replace the official call 

text or the relevant legal framework, which remain the authoritative 

sources.



• Participation is limited to monobeneficiary SMEs, including start-ups, and 

small mid-caps established in the Union, in Ukraine, or in an member 

of the European Economic Area (EEA) that is associated to Horizon 

Europe.​

• This call has a general exclusion rule: legal entities, established in the 

Union, in Ukraine or in an EEA member associated to Horizon Europe, that 

are directly or indirectly controlled by a third country other than 

Ukraine or an EEA member associated to Horizon Europe, or by legal 

entities of such a third country cannot participate, unless they provide 

guarantees​ in accordance with the national procedures that the legal entity 

serves the security and defence interests of the Union and its Member 

States.
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Legal entities eligible for funding



Part A- General information and Keywords 

Fill this information carefully. Pay attention to the fixed keywords under the Priority 
areas section as they will be used to match your proposal with experts.

The available selection of keywords at each of the three levels is aligned with the 
second STEP Guidance note specifically for the Defence technologies.

PLEASE SELECT AT LEAST ONE “Technology sector”, “Technology area” and 
“Technology” (one complete row of keywords). Please note that you may select up 
to three priority areas (three complete rows of keywords).

The field “duration in months” should be filled to avoid the system blocking your 
submission, however, the duration will not be specifically assessed in the STEP 
Defence call, so the time can be indicative.

https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/document/download/6c29257c-60ce-4157-81e7-8ea827803287_en
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/document/download/6c29257c-60ce-4157-81e7-8ea827803287_en
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/document/download/6c29257c-60ce-4157-81e7-8ea827803287_en
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/document/download/6c29257c-60ce-4157-81e7-8ea827803287_en


• All the declarations must be filled in order to be able to submit a proposal

Declarations
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• Please fill in the Organisation data and the Main contact.

Participants

• For the departments carrying out the proposed work section, tick on the “not 

applicable” box if not relevant for your project.
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Budget

Indicate the Total 

targeted investment 

round (including the EIC 

STEP Defence 

requested amount)

Indicate amount 

requested to the EIC.

Further information about the budget should be completed in Part 
B in the financial plan annex (.xlm) attached to the application. 
You will be asked to be more specific about other equity elements.
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• Please fill in the Ethics and security questionnaire and self assessment

Ethics (1)
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Ethics (2)
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• For proposals submitted under the EIC STEP Scale up Defence call 

additional ethics requirements will apply.

• In particular, applicants will be requested to answer the following questions 

in the Part B application form:

10. Artificial Intelligence:

- Does your activity involve the use of AI in a weapon system? Is it possible to establish 

which specific function/functions are automated/autonomous in the weapon system?

- If YES: If the weapon system has AI-enabled functions, could these functions render the 

weapon system indiscriminate?

- If YES: Does the design include the possibility of an autonomous mode for self- 

protection? If yes, can the system reliably distinguish between targets (threats) and non-targets? 

- 

11. International humanitarian law:

- Do your activities respect international humanitarian law, as described in the guidance 

on ethics?
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Additional ethics requirements



Security
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• If in your proposal you wish to include any supporting documentation 

as classified information as governed by Commission Decision (EU, 

Euratom) 2015/444, you must contact EISMEA at least 30 working 

days before the closing date in order to arrange the delivery of 

the classified documents.

• Classified information must not under any circumstances be submitted 

online though the Funding & Tenders.

• Only documents classified as EU RESTRICTED, EU CONFIDENTIAL or EU 

SECRET may be accepted. Documents classified as EU TOP SECRET will 

not be accepted by the Agency.

• Applicants who intend to submit classified information as part of their 

proposal must complete the EUSurvey questionnaire available at this 

link.

• Further to submission of the questionnaire, EISMEA will contact you to 

provide further guidance on the transmission of classified information.

• Please note that any classified information must fit within the 50-page limit of 

Part B business plan.  Any information surpassing the 50-page limit will be 

excluded from the evaluation.
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EU Classified information

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:JOL_2015_072_R_0011&qid=1427204240846&from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/EICDefenceEUCI
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/EICDefenceEUCI


•Please note the first consent is mandatory
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Other questions and consents



Applications in draft status
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• Go into your profile on the F&T Portal and select “Proposals” in the left-

hand menu.

• Click on the three dots of the right of the proposal row and then click on the 

“View Draft”

• Click on the print preview to download and visualise your previous draft
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Part B Documents
PROPOSAL DOCUMENTS

➢ A full business plan (50 pages max, pdf) 

➢ A pitch-deck (maximum 15 pages) in pdf format (this version will be presented to 

the jury if invited to interview).

➢ An pre-commitment from a single qualified investor (according to the official 

template).

➢ A financial plan (according to the template available on the EIC website).

➢  Results of the freedom to operate (FTO) analysis. 

➢ CVs of key personnel: Links to BIOs/LinkedIn to be included in PART B

➢ Self-assessment document to determine whether or not the applicant is directly or 

indirectly controlled by a third country other than Ukraine or an EEA member 

associated to Horizon Europe.

➢ In case of direct or indirect control outcome, applicant is expected to submit the 

guarantee.

PRE-COMMITMENT

➢ From a single Qualified investor* (not necessarily a new one nor the lead investor).

➢ The pre-commitment represents at least 20% of the total target funding round you are aiming to 

raise*.

* Note: The portion of the pre-commitment corresponding to at least 20% of the funding round must be 

fully uninvested as of the date of the pre-commitment letter. Syndicated pre-commitments, as long as no 

entity’s individual contribution is equal or above the 20% threshold, will be deemed ineligible. 

➢ The total targeted funding round, must range between EUR 50 to 150 million or more, and be at 

least 3-5 times the EIC investment).

* Qualified Investor is an investor — public or private —which has been subject to KYC/AML screening and 

not considered high-risk. In case of high risk, such an investor can be exceptionally considered qualified if 

duly justified to protect against risks to the EU economic security.



• All applicants must submit an ownership self-assessment using the 

template provided in the Funding and Tenders Portal to determine 

whether the legal entity is directly or indirectly controlled by a third country 

other than Ukraine or an EEA member associated to Horizon Europe or by 

legal entities of such a third country.

• Should the applicant consider to be directly or indirectly controlled by a 

third country other than Ukraine or an EEA member associated to Horizon 

Europe or by legal entities of such a third country then they should submit 

guarantees in accordance with the national procedures of the Member State 

or the EEA member associated to Horizon Europe in which the legal entity 

is established.
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Ownership Self-Assessment



• Applicant should submit guarantees at the time of application.

• ​If such guarantees are not submitted at application stage, applicants will be requested to provide them if 

invited to an interview with the EIC Jury (failure to submit guarantees within two weeks from the 

end of the interview session will result in applications being deemed as non-eligible). Guidelines 

concerning the submission of guarantees are available here.

• If you did not submit the guarantees and it is found during the investment due diligence process that 

your company is directly or indirectly controlled by a third country other than Ukraine or an EEA member 

associated to Horizon Europe or by legal entities of such a third country, then you will be requested to 

provide guarantees within two weeks of the date of the request (failure to submit guarantees will 

result in applications being deemed as non-eligible).
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Guarantees

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/guidance-on-participation-in-eu-calls-with-ownership-and-control-restrictions_en.pdf


• STEP Scale-up Defence Call is open from 1 July 2026

• Deadline for submission: 28 October 2026 at 17h00:00 

Brussels local time

• Eligibility checks: November-December 2026

• Interview with Jury: January 25-29, 2027 in Brussels
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Timeline



• STEP Scale up Defence - European Commission

• EIC Frequently asked questions - European Commission
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Additional information

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-step-scale-defence_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-step-scale-defence_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-step-scale-defence_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-step-scale-defence_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-step-scale-defence_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-frequently-asked-questions_en#eic-strategic-technologies-for-europe-platform-step-scale-up-call
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-frequently-asked-questions_en#eic-strategic-technologies-for-europe-platform-step-scale-up-call
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-frequently-asked-questions_en#eic-strategic-technologies-for-europe-platform-step-scale-up-call
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-frequently-asked-questions_en#eic-strategic-technologies-for-europe-platform-step-scale-up-call


 For any question regarding submission and evaluation

of your proposal, you can contact the IT helpdesk via the Funding 

and Tenders Portal

For enquiries related to the validation process of participants having 

a Participant Identification Code (PIC), please write via the 

Participant Register.
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/helpdesks/contact-form
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register
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