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BACKING

VISIONARY
ENTREPRENEURS



PERFORMANCE

Strong research 
performance not 
translated into 
innovation
Lack of breakthrough 
/ disruptive 
innovations that 
create new markets

FUNDING & 
INVESTMENT

Financing gaps
н άǾŀƭƭŜȅǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘέ

- In Transition from lab 
to enterprise

- Scaling up  for high-
risk innovative start-
ups  

ECOSYSTEM

Many national & local 
ecosystems, but 
fragmented at European 
level
Need to include all 
regions and all talent
(especially female)
Attract foreign 
researchers and 
innovators (Choose 
Europe)

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ
EUROPEAN INNOVATION?



© 2018Adventure ςPresentation template

ϵмл ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōǳŘƎŜǘ under Horizon Europe to identify, develop and 

scale up breakthrough technologies and disruptive innovations ;

One-stop-shop for all TRLs: early-stage research ideas to tech 

transfer/commercialisation to scaling finance for startups and SMEs

Bottom up (open) and top downs (challenges) funding approach;

Strategy steered by independent EIC Board involving entrepreneurs, 

investors, researchers etc.

Portfolio overseen by Programme Managers to identify new and 

emerging opportunities and pro-active management of portfolios;

Partnerships to enhance the European innovation ecosystem 

(Business Acceleration Services, Plug in from national programmes, 

from EIT, ERC, Seal of Excellence, etc.)

Dedicated EIC Fund to invest in EIC selected companies, and 

syndicate and crowd in private VC, now featuring a new scale up 

element in support of STEP 

What makes EIC UNIQUE?



EIC
GOVERNANCE

To advice on strategy & implementation

EIC Board & President 

To define strategy, adopt the Work 
Programme& appoint the EIC board

European Commission

To manage EIC Fund equity investments

EIB & AIFM

Implementation of EIC, hosting EIC Programme
Managers

EISMEA



Strategic Goals for the EIC set by the Board

1. Investor of Choice

2. Crowding in Investment

3. Pulling through high-risk technologies

4. Increasing European scale-ups

5. Catalysing innovation impacts

6. Operational excellence



SEAL OF EXCELLENCE
Fast track to other funding

EIC PATHFINDER
For consortia
Grants up to ϵп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ
To research technology breakthroughs (TRL 1-4)

EIC ACCELERATOR
For single companies
Grants up to ϵнΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ
Equity up to ϵ10million or above
To enter the market & scale-up (TRL 6-9)

EIC TRANSITION
For consortia & single 
companies
Grants up to ϵнΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ
To develop
business cases (TRL 4-6)

EIC ACCELERATOR 
SERVICES

Mentors, coaches
Global partners
Innovation ecosystems
EIC Community Platform

EIC PRIZES
Women innovators

Capital of innovation
Innovation procurement

Social innovation
Horizon

Humanitarian Innovation

EIC PROGRAMME MANAGERS
In-house Leading Experts
Identifying potential challenges in emerging 
deep tech areas
Pro-actively managing EIC Pathfinder, Transition 
and Accelerator portfolios



PATHFINDER

Consortia of at least 3 
different independent legal 
entities established in at least 
3 different eligible countries.
Additionally, single applicants or 
small consortia (2 partners) for EIC 
Pathfinder Challenges only. 

DǊŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵо Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ όƻǇŜƴύ ƻǊ 
ϵп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ όŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ), or more if 
duly justified,to achieve the proof of 
principle and validate the scientific basis of 
breakthrough technology (Technology 
Readiness Levels 1-4)

EIC
WHO CAN APPLY & WHAT FOR?



TRANSITION

Single applicants (SMEs, spin-offs,
start-ups, research organisations, 
universities) or small consortia
(2 partners) or consortia of 3 to 5 different 
independent legal entities established in at 
least 3 different eligible countries.Proposals 
must build on eligible EU-funded project 
results.

DǊŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵнΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ to validate and 
demonstrate technologyin application-
relevant environment (Technology 
Readiness Levels 4 to 5/6) and develop 
market readiness.



EIC ACCELERATOR

Single start-ups and SMEs(including spin-
outs), individuals (intending to launch a 
start-up/SME) and in exceptional cases small 
mid-caps (fewer than 499 employees)

DǊŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵнΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 
innovation (TRL 6 to 8).
LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ϵлΦр ǳǇ ǘƻ ϵм0 million in the 
form of direct equity or convertible loans for 
scaling up your innovation and attracting co-
investors.



EIC
ACCELERATOR
SELECTION PROCESS

Applicants have a disruptive / deep 
tech idea with a potential to scale 
up. Submissionsof short proposals 
arepossible atany time. Evaluation 
by remote evaluators within 4 
weeks.

IDEA PRESENTATION

Step 1 Successful step 1applicants submit 
their full proposalto regularcut-off 
deadlines, to beassessed by 
remoteevaluators.

To help you draft your full proposal, 
you will be entitled to receive 3 days 
of remote coaching from the EIC 
Business Acceleration Services.

SUBMISSION

Step 2 Successful Step 2 applicants will pitch 
their innovation in front of EIC Jury 
Members. If selected, applicants will 
be awarded funding.

Ď If not selected, applicants will be
awarded a Seal of Excellence to help 
you secure funding from other 
sources as well as get support from 
EIC Business Acceleration Services.

PITCH

Step 3



EIC Proactive Management

Strategic assessmentand selection of a 
portfolio of projects to achieve the aims of a 
specific Challenge competition

Development of a Strategic Plan with joint 
activities spanning collaboration on research 
through to engagement with regulators or 
corporates 

Implementation and evolution of based and 
provision of support to accelerate market 
transition



Space systems & technologies

Stella Tkatchova

Quantum tech & electronics

Samira Nik

Architecture engineering

ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ

Franc Mouwen

Food chain technologies, novel & sustainable food

Ivan Stefanic

Responsible electronics

Isabel Obieta

Renewable energy conversion & alternative resource exploitation

Carina Faber

EIC
PROGRAMME
MANAGERS

Health and Biotechnology

Orsolya Symmons

Artificial Intelligence

Hedi Karray

Medical imaging and AI in healthcare

Federica Zanca

Advanced materials for energy

Paolo Bondavalli



EIC companies averaging 50% 
employment growth and 55% revenue 
growth

EIC supported startups and SMEs in 30 
countries

70 ΨŎŜƴǘŀǳǊΩ Ǿŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎƛȄ 
ŀōƻǾŜ ϵрлл Ƴ

30% women led companies supported in 
2024 (female CEO/CTO/CSO).

SCALING START-UPS & SMEs 
ACROSS EUROPE
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INVESTING IN DEEP TECH STARTUPS

ϵнΦрōƴ ƻŦ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƳƻōƛƭƛǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ϵо ƻŦ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ϵ ƻŦ 9L/ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ

Invested alongside over 600 VCs, 
corporates and strategic investors, 
including the 25 largest VCs in Europe

ϵмнōƴ ƻŦ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ 9L/ 
supported companies since 2018

680research projects 

~50% of Transition projects from ERC 
PoC and ~ 45% from Pathfinder.

1350 unique innovations with >75% 
market creating or targeting emerging 
markets

>100 startups

A PIPELINE OF BREAKTHROUGH 
TECHNOLOGIES AND COMPANIES

ϵурлƳ for quantum and semiconductors 

ϵтнрƳ for developing or applying AI

ϵтллƳ for energy generation and storage 
solutions

ϵснрƳ for biotechnology and 
biomanufacturing 

ϵрллƳ for advanced materials

ADDRESSING STRATEGIC AUTONOMY

EIC
Impact Report

2025



Some EIC 
Beneficiaries

The NEMO-BMI EIC Pathfinder project 
supports (grant of EUR 
3.7million)  usability improvements 
that enable the use of aBrain-
Computer Interface (BCI) to support 
upper andlower limb movement.

NEMO-BMI

SISHOT EIC Transition project with 
Sphere Ultrafast Photonics and Lund 
University on the development of 
innovative products that perform real-
time analysis of femtosecond laser 
pulses

SISHOT

Pasqal, the French Quantum 
computing start-up, based on Nobel 
Prize-winning research of company co-
founder Alain Aspect, which 
completed a EUR 100m funding round 
facilitated by support from the EIC 
Accelerator including investment from 
the EIC Fund ς one of our largest 
funding rounds to date.

Pasqal



Å Launch and first extension of Trusted Investors Network - over 110 leading venture and growth investors 
managing over ϵ300 billion in assets with shared values to build companies in Europe, and to co-investing 
with the EIC Fund.

Å EIC Work Programme 2025:
Å ϵ300m call in support of the Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP), to catalyse scale-up 

finance in the range of ϵ50 to 150 million per company
Å New EIC Challenge Topics:
Å ϵ120 million for emerging technologies including autonomous construction robots , climate 

resilient crops, converting waste to input materials and medical diagnosis.
Å ϵ250 million for earlier stage companies in specific target technologies including generative 

Advanced Materials, AI, new space, biotech, future mobility solutions.
Å Stronger focus on projects with highest potential and early integration of demand side (ARPA-style), 

links between corporates and breakthrough innovators etc. 

Recent Developments & Outlook
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Thank You
FOR MORE INFORMATION,

CONTACT US:

@EUeic    #Eueic

eic.ec.europa.eu
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https://ecas.ec.europa.eu/cas/oauth2/authorize?client_id=2kAMiBKVhNNv5Z1prCLSN8MvMKLOvt2lWcRhkzWFjJGhnC14ODTMd7aKnS0gtceZXhKVEeFXrgj95zqckkVF7E-Jj71zxYb8yrKQaSDgC0k5O&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Finfo%2Ffunding-tenders%2Fopportunities%2Fportal%2F&response_type=id_token&scope=openid%20email%20profile&state=5607da572477466898b93cda3d98edf8&nonce=5fb5e3cb12a44eecae696f7317ae718c&req_cnf=eyJrdHkiOiJFQyIsImNydiI6IlAtMjU2IiwieCI6IkZ5emZIRmFYSUFEbzM2TVZ0WF9fbThTS19HR2JXNkdsQ0tvYWVLT25weEEiLCJ5IjoiTlktaU1zZWxpak5IVk1weFdlcENNc3p2MVNjVXJFNDl6SWdHSnhueU52YyJ9
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https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101145196
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/190191356
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/190199469
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/190151095
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/190148354
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/190134230
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/190136402

