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EUROPEAN INNOVATION?

PERFORMANCE FUNDING & ECOSYSTEM

o

INVESTM ENT . Many national & local

Strong research
ecosystems, but

performancen()t o Financing gaps

translated into o n GOlffday 2 %ragr,gegtﬁdﬂakEéJropean
Innovation - In Transition from lab Nevedt elude all

Lack of breakthrough to enterprise ee OInCdu ﬁ 61I

/ disruptive - Scaling up for high reglons allln fa t? ent
Innovationghat risk innovative staft . '(A\espec:ca y female)
create new markets ups ltract foreign

researchers and
innovators (Choose
Europe)
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What make€IC UNIQUE =i Bl

Council

o e mMn 0Af fuhd@nHorizadzBEwdpeito identify, develop and
scale up breakthrough technologies and disruptive innovations ;

o Onestop-shop for all TRLearlystage research ideas to tech
transfer/commercialisatioo scaling finance for startups and SMEs

o Bottom up (open) and top downs (challenges)ding approach,;

, © Strategy steered by independeBlC Boarthvolving entrepreneurs,
Investors, researchers etc.

o Portfolio overseen bifrogrammeVanagers to identify new and
emerging opportunities anpro-active management of portfolips

o  Partnershipso enhance the European innovation ecosystem
(Business Acceleration Services, Plug in from napoogdammes
from EIT, ERC, Seal of Excellence, etc.) I

o  Dedicated EIC Fumd invest in EIC selected companies, and
syndicate and crowd in private VC, now featuring a new scale Hp—
element in support o65TEP I




EIC

GOVERNANCE

EIC Board & President

°© To advice on strategy & implementation

European Commission

° To define strategy, adopt the Work
ProgrammeX appoint the EIC board

EISMEA

° Implementation of EIC, hosting Eogramme
Managers

EIB & AIFM

° To manage EIEInd equity investments

European
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Strategic Goals for the EIC set by the Board

1. Investor of Choice 4. Increasing European scal@s
2. Crowding In Investment 5. Catalysingnnovation impacts

3. Pulling through highiisk technologies 6. Operational excellence




EIC PRIZES

Women innovators®
Capital of innovatior®
Innovation procuremento
Social innovatiorn
Horizong

Humanitarian Innovation,

SEAL OF EXCELLENCE
Fast track to other funding

EIC ACCELERATOR
SERVICES

TTTT

!9\ SR e mppepp

EIC ACCELERATOR 0

O For single companies

O Grantsuptee Hdp Y AT )\\K),"/

O Equity up toc 10 million or above
O To enter the market &caleup (TRL ®) /\’

o Mentors, coaches

o Global partners

o Innovation ecosystems
o EIC Community Platform

EIC TRANSITION
/ o> o For consortia &ingle

companies
O Grantsuptee H ®dp Y AL

\‘-’/ To develop
. : I O business casg3RL 4b)

HC PRGRAMME MANAGERS HC PATHFINDER - o8 4d,
. <> o For consortia 3 v
€D o In-house Leading Experts | | \/ oGrantsupte n YA f A2Y

deep tech areas
© Proactively managing EIC Pathfinder, Transition

. Eurcpean
and Accelerator portfolios o

Innovation
Council




EIC
WHO CAN APPLY & WHAT FOR?

y F N N
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PATHFINDER

Consortia of at least 3

different independent legal DN} yia 27F dzLJ 42 €0 YAfftAzy
entities established in at least en YAfTtA2)yormonekfl { £ Sy3Sa
3 different eligible countries. duly justified,to achieve the proof of
Additionally, single applicants or principle and validate the scientific basis of
small consortia (2 partners) for EIC breakthrough technology (Technology
Pathfinder Challenges only. Readiness Levels4)
European
Innovation

Council



Single applicants (SMEs, spiffs, DN} yia 27F dziidvalidateanddp YA f
start-ups, researclorganisations demonstrate technologin application

universities) or small consortia relevant environment (Technology

(2 partners) or consortia of 3 to 5 different Readiness Levels 4 to 5/6) and develop
Independent legal entities established in at market readiness.

least 3 different eligible countrie®roposals
must build on eligible Efuinded project
results.

European
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DN} yia FT2NJ dzLJ 42 eHdPp YA
Innovation (TRL 6 to 8)

LY @dSadgyYSyia @iflioreimtdep dzLJ G 2
form of direct equity or convertible loans for

scaling up your innovation and attracting-co

Investors

outs), individuals (intending to launch a
€M start-up/SME) and in exceptional cases sr
mid-caps (fewer than 499 employees)

A2y T BiNjleRtSHHS an?l SBAEEnaludidgsgisNI /\Q

e 17

I European

Innovation

- Council




EIC
ACCELERATOR

SELECTIAMROCES

Step 1l  aeuecmage,

IDEA PRESENTATION

° Applicants have a disruptive / deep
tech idea with a potential to scale
up. Submissionsf short proposals
arepossible alany time Evaluation
by remote evaluators within 4
weeks.

Step 3
<>
PITCH N

°© Successful Step 2 applicants will pitch
their innovation in front of EIC Jury
Members.If selected, applicants will

Step 2

SUBMISSION be awarded funding.

Successful stepdpplicants submit 5

their full proposato regularcut-off D If not selected, applicants will be
deadlines, to bassessed by awarded a Seal of Excellence to help
remote evaluators. you secure funding from other

sources as well as get support from

To hel raft r full pr I . . .
0 help you draft your full proposal, EIC Business Acceleration Services.

you will be entitled to receive 3 days
of remote coaching from the EIC
Business Acceleration Services.
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EIC Proactive Management

° Strategiassessmermndselectionof a
portfolio of projects to achieve the aims of a
specific Challenge competition

° Development of &trategic Plawith joint
activities spanning collaboration on research
through to engagement with regulators or
corporates

° |mplementation ancekvolutionof based and
provision ofsupportto accelerate market ~
transition " v

European
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Orsolya Symmons FedericaZanca

Health and Biotechnology Medical imaging and Al in healthcare
HediKarray lvan Stefanic

Artificial Intelligence Food chain technologies, novel & sustainable food
StellaTkatchova IsabeIQb|eta |

Space systems & technologies Responsible electronics

Samira Nik Carina Faber

Quantum tech & electronics Renewable energy conversion & alternative resource exploitation

FrancMouwen PaoloBondavalli

Architecture engineering Advanced materials for energy

O2y aiuNHzOGA2Y (USOKy2ft23IASa

EIC

PROGRAMME

MANAGERS
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EIC
ImpactReport
2025

SCALINGTARIUPS & SMEs
ACROSS EUROPE
EIC companies averagifgo

employment growth an®5%revenue
growth

EIC supported startups and SMES(n

countries
70WOSY Ul dzZN) @I f dzl O A
F60203S epnn Y

30% women leccompanies supported Iin
2024 (female CEOQ/CTO/CSO).

INVESTING IN DEEP TECH STARTL ADDRESSINSTRATEGIC AUTONQ

°© eH®pOoy 2F AYyDSauvYsSy
f SOSNF IS STFFSOU 27
AYOBSaidYSyd F2NJ S@SNH
° |nvested alongside over 600 VCs,

corporates and strategic investors,
Including the 25 largest VCs in Europe

o eMmMHOY 2F 020Gl Ayg@cS

supported companies since 2018

A PIPELINE OF BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGIBSID COMPANIES

680research projects

~50% of Transition projects from ERC
PoC and ~ 45% from Pathfinder.

1350unique innovationsvith >75%
market creating or targeting emerging
markets

>100 startups

€ y p foyYquantum and semiconductor:
€ T H [oiYdeveloping or applyingl

€ T N foYenergy generation and storag
solutions

€ ¢ H poivbiotechnologyand
biomanufacturing

€ p n fovadvanced materials

uropeaqi
Innovatio
Counci




Some EIC
Beneficlaries

The,.
Guardian

ulture Lifestyle

Paralysed man walks using device that
reconnects brain with muscles

NEMGBMI

o The NEM&MI EIC Pathfinder project
supports (grant of EUR

3.7 million) usability improvements
that enable the use of Brain
Computer Interface (BCI) to support
upper andlower limb movement.

Anne L'Huillier

Lund University, Winner of the Nobel Prize

for Physics 2023

Pasqal raises €100M to build a
neutral atom-based quantum
computer

SISHOT

SISHOT EIC Transition project with
Sphere Ultrafast Photonics and Lund
University on the development of
iInnovative products that perform real
time analysis of femtosecond laser
pulses

Pasgal

o Pasgal, the French Quantum
computing startup, based on Nobel
Prizewinning research of company o
founder Alain Aspect, which
completed a EUR 100m funding round
facilitated by support from the EIC
Accelerator including investment from
the EIC Fund one of our largest
funding rounds to date.

European
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Recent Developments & Outlook

A Launchandfirst extensionof TrustedinvestorsNetwork- over 110 leadingventure and growth investors
managingvere300Dbillionin assetswvith sharedvaluesto build companiesn Europe andto co-investing
with the EICFund

A ElONorkProgramme2025

A €300m callin supportof the StrategicTechnologiedor EuropePlatform (STEP)}o catalysescaleup
financein the rangeof €50to 150 millionpercompany

A NewEICChallengdopics
A €120 million for emerging technologiesincluding autonomous construction robots , climate
resilientcrops,convertingwasteto input materialsand medicaldiagnosis
A €250 million for earlier stage companiesin specific target technologiesincluding generative
AdvancedMaterials,Al,newspace piotech,future mobility solutions
A Strongerfocuson projectswith highestpotential and early integration of demandside (ARPAstyle),
linksbetweencorporatesandbreakthroughnnovatorsetc.

I I European
Innovation

1 [ Council




Thank You

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT US:

@EUeic #Eueic

European
Innovation
Council




_—
Applying for EIC Accelerator and Pre-Accelerator
National Support Schemes for start ups

Darja Matt, Consultant, Estonian Research Council
Anna Laarits, Consultant, Enterprise Estonia




TRL 1 - Basic principles observed

PATHFINDER

TRL 2 - Technology concept formulated
TRL 3 - Experimental proof of concept

TRL 4 - Technology validated in lab

TRL 5 - Technology validated in TRANSITION acctimaron
relevant environment

TRL 6 - Technology demonstrated in
relevant environment

ACCELERATOR &L
0

TRL 7 - Prototype demonstration in
operational environment

TRL 8 - System completed and qualified

TRL 9 - Actual system proven in operational environment
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TRL 4 - Technology validated in lab

TRL 5 - Technology validated in
relevant environment

TRL 6 - Technology demonstrated in
relevant environment

TRANSITION




TRL 4 - Technology validated in lab

TRL 5 - Technology validated in
relevant environment

TRL 6 - Technology demonstrated in
relevant environment

TRANSITION

PRE-
ACCELERATOR




TRL 6 - Technology demonstrated in
relevant environment

ACCELERATOR &L
e

TRL 7 - Prototype demonstration in
operational environment

TRL 8 - System completed and qualified

TRL 9 - Actual system proven in operational environment



TRL 8 - System completed and qualified

TRL 9 - Actual system proven in operational environment
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Develop and scale-up deep-tech innovations with the potential
to create new markets or disrupt existing ones (TRL 6->9)

_ EIC Accelerator Open EIC Accelerator Challenges

aVoJol (o101 SMES, spin-offs, start-ups (single applicants, deep tech)

ACCELERATOR &

&

Funding rate: 70%
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A Grant component only — up to €2,5 mil

A Investment component only (Equity Only) — up to €10 mil

A Blended finance — grant up to €2,5 mil + investment up to
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Develop and scale-up deep-tech innovations with the potential
to create new markets or disrupt existing ones (TRL 6->9)

_ EIC Accelerator Open EIC Accelerator Challenges

aVoJol (o101 SMES, spin-offs, start-ups (single applicants, deep tech)

A Grant component only — up to €2,5 mil

A Investment component only (Equity Only) — up to €10 mil
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Ia\oJelilec1d[e)s W Three-stages:

proccess 1. Short proposal: up to 12 pages (B part) + pitch deck (up to
10 slides) + video pitch (up to 3 min, up to 3 persons).

2. Full proposal: up to 50 pages (B part) + pitch deck (up to 10
min) + video pitch (up to 3 min, up to 3 persons).

3. Interview In Brussels

Funding rate: 70%



Develop and scale-up deep-tech innovations with the potential
to create new markets or disrupt existing ones (TRL 6->9)

ACCELERATOR &

v

Funding rate: 70%

_ EIC Accelerator Open EIC Accelerator Challenges

aVoJol (o101 SMES, spin-offs, start-ups (single applicants, deep tech)

A Grant component only — up to €2,5 mil
A Investment component only (Equity Only) — up to €10 mil

A Blended finance — grant up to €2,5 mil + investment up to
€10 mil

Ia\oJelilec1d[e)s W Three-stages:

proccess 1. Short proposal: up to 12 pages (B part) + pitch deck (up to
10 slides) + video pitch (up to 3 min, up to 3 persons).

2. Full proposal: up to 50 pages (B part) + pitch deck (up to 10
min) + video pitch (up to 3 min, up to 3 persons).

3. Interview In Brussels

STl le)s W Short proposal — any time

and Full proposal — 2 cut-offs per year. Next is 1 Oct 2025
deadline

Funding & Tenders Portal



https://ecas.ec.europa.eu/cas/oauth2/authorize?client_id=2kAMiBKVhNNv5Z1prCLSN8MvMKLOvt2lWcRhkzWFjJGhnC14ODTMd7aKnS0gtceZXhKVEeFXrgj95zqckkVF7E-Jj71zxYb8yrKQaSDgC0k5O&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Finfo%2Ffunding-tenders%2Fopportunities%2Fportal%2F&response_type=id_token&scope=openid%20email%20profile&state=5607da572477466898b93cda3d98edf8&nonce=5fb5e3cb12a44eecae696f7317ae718c&req_cnf=eyJrdHkiOiJFQyIsImNydiI6IlAtMjU2IiwieCI6IkZ5emZIRmFYSUFEbzM2TVZ0WF9fbThTS19HR2JXNkdsQ0tvYWVLT25weEEiLCJ5IjoiTlktaU1zZWxpak5IVk1weFdlcENNc3p2MVNjVXJFNDl6SWdHSnhueU52YyJ9

Develop and scale-up deep-tech innovations with the potential
to create new markets or disrupt existing ones (TRL 6->9)

_ EIC Accelerator Open EIC Accelerator Challenges

Topics No predefined topics 1. Acceleration of advanced
materials development and
upscaling along the value chain

2. Biotechnology driven low
emission food and feed production
systems

3. GenAl4EU: Creating European
Champions in Generative Al

ACCELERATOR &

v

4. Innovative in-space servicing,
operations, robotics and
technologies for resilient EU space
infrastructure

Funding rate: 70%

5. Breakthrough innovations for
future mobility




Develop and scale-up deep-tech innovations with the potential
to create new markets or disrupt existing ones (TRL 6->9)

Evaluation criteria

A Excellence (novelty and breakthrough nature of the innovation,
technological readiness; timing)

ACCELERATOR &L A Impact (societal, econimic, environmental impacts;

Y competitiveness and demand; market development)

A evel of riskimplementation and need for Union support
(work plan; quality and motivation of the team; capability to
Funding rate: 70% bring innovation to the market etc)




Nr of EIC Accelerator projects (2021-2024)

703
EIC Accelerator

awardees
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Biotechnology

Energy

ICT

Engineering

Health

Top 5 field of sciences
(2021-2024 EU and Associated countries)

100

150

= \Women-led

200

® Men-led

250

300
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Laadija, koormusjaotur ja tarkvara. Eestis arendatud ja toodetud:

N Osta siit

N Hakka edasimuujaks
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The fastest mitigation for security

vulnerabilities in open source

Patchstack is the leader in open-source vulnerability
intelligence, covering the entire lifecycle from detection to

mitigation.
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The Remote
Sense of
Touch™
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diseases?
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