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EuroMOMO 

The general aim of the European Monitoring of excess mortality for public health action is to operate 

coordinated real-time mortality monitoring and analyses in as many European countries as possible 

using a standardised approach so that signals between countries become comparable. This improves 

the capacity to assess risks associated with major health threats, including pandemic influenza and 

other infectious or non-infectious public health events with a severe impact. 

 

Routine activities are addressing the following specific objectives  

a) Quality-checked weekly report of crude mortality report for each studied country and age group  

b) Weekly or mortality report for delays in reporting for each studied country and age group 

c) Weekly comparison of data with expected (calendar-based) mortality for each studied country 

and age group 

d) Weekly or report on sustained excess mortality patterns for each studied country and age group 

e) Comparison of European mortality patterns with influenza- and climate-related patterns 

 

Specific objectives for work year 2013 were,  

f) Training of member state officials in the operation of mortality monitoring 

g) Training of member state officials in the use of mortality monitoring outputs for preparedness 

and crisis management. The emphasis will be on cross-border threats and the management of 

the public health response to European emergencies.  

 

The aim of this evaluation is to ensure that the network meets its objectives and deliverables. 

 

Brief summary of 2013 

In 2013 the EuroMOMO network has worked in accordance with the general and specific aims of the 

European Monitoring of excess mortality for public health action.  

Local mortality data from participating countries have be pooled at the network hub every week
1
 and 

an estimation of the crude number of deaths and expected baseline for all partner institutes 

participating in that specific week, adjusted for heterogeneities between participating counties have 

been produced (c.f. objective a-d). Each Friday the weekly bulletin has been uploaded to the public 

part of euromomo.eu and the more elaborated and country-specific analyses have been published at 

the restricted website. The staffs at the hub have rendered technical and statistical assistance to the 

data-providing partners when needed, they have offered a one day training session in connection to 

the 2013 plenary meeting and have conducted three country visits to potential data providers or other 

interested, to introduce and assist in setting up the system.  

At the FluMOMO workshop in November 2012 the work towards estimating the seasonal impact of 

influenza and cold on the mortality pattern was initiated (objective e). Throughout 2013 this work has 

continued in two working groups (working towards modelling temperature and influenza 

respectively) and the issue was discussed further at the plenary meeting in June in Copenhagen.   

                                                 
1
Except for week 51 and 52 due to public holidays in most participating countries 
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Table 1 – Evaluation Overview 
    

    

  Indicator (Target value) description Deliverables/documentation 

A
ct

iv
it

ie
s 

Weekly European Mortality monitoring 
Weekly European Mortality estimates published on 

www.euromomo.eu 

Track record of weekly (apart from bank holidays) published updated 

bulletins 

 

Website development and update 

 

According to needs identified 

During the plenary meeting 2013, the website www.euromomo.eu was 

discussed and following the meeting, minor changes to the existing 

website was carried out to improve the experience for the reader (the 

bulletin was moved to the front page, Z scores for participating 

countries are now available and the countries included in the pool 

analyses is listed). During the autumn the foundation for a new and 

even more user friendly website was laid. 

Prototype of season impact report 
Report of the impact of influenza on mortality at the end of 

the influenza season 

A draft has been produced 

Much effort has been done in the FluMOMO working groups 

Coordination team meetings 
 

Minutes from four meetings 

Plenary meeting 

Twenty-nine participants from 18 European countries – of 

which 5 countries are not yet submitting data to EuroMOMO 

–  attended the meeting in Copenhagen, on 10-12 June 2013, 

as well as a representatives from ECDC, WHO Europe, 

WHO Geneva and DG Sanco.  

Report from plenary meeting in June 2013 including training activities 

Training curriculum 

The training was conducted by the  network hub and 

volunteering network experts and took its point of inspiration 

in the A-MOMOpack V4.3 – GUIDEBOOK - Mortality 

Monitoring, Total population and subgroups, Principle and 

implementation and the Work Package 7 Report: A European 

algorithm for a common monitoring of mortality across 

Europe and addressed the following topics: 

• Technical aspects of the EuroMOMO algorithm: 

Principle, applications, maintenance, standard 

operations, problem solution 

• Assessment of mortality monitoring outputs (both 

national and European) 

Teaching course agenda and material (ppt) 

Advisory Board Meeting Documentation of network progress and quality  

http://www.euromomo.eu/
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Report of the Advisory Board meeting June 2013 

 

Final technical and financial report 

 

 

 

  

D
is

se
m

in
a

ti
o

n
 

Publication of results in peer-reviewed 

journals 

 

At least one 

Nielsen J, Mazick A, Andrews N, Detsis M, Fenech TM, Flores VM, 

Foulliet A, Gergonne B, Green HK, Junker C, Nunes B, O'Donnell J, 

Oza A, Paldy A, Pebody R,Reynolds A, Sideroglou T, Snijders BE, 

Simon-Soria F, Uphoff H, VAN Asten L, Virtanen MJ, Wuillaume F, 

Mølbak K. Pooling European all-cause mortality: methodology 

and findings for the seasons 2008/2009 to 2010/2011. Epidemiol 

Infect. 2013 Sep;141(9):1996-2010. 

Participation in international conference Documentation of participation in at least one conference.  

Mølbak K.  

The EuroMOMO project. Triple S workshop, ISS Rome, 8 to 11 April 

2013. 

La surveillance en temps reel: Identificier et mesurer l’impact des 

menaces pour la santé publique. INVS Paris, 25 april 2013 

European monitoring of excess mortality. PHE Conference 2013, 

Warwick, 10-11 September 2013 

EuroMOMO: Five years of mortality monitoring in Europe. ECDC 

lunchtime seminars, Stockholm, 16 October 2013  

European monitoring of excess mortality for public health action 

(EuroMOMO). European Public Health Conference 2013, Bruxelles, 

14 November 2013 

Mazick A.  
EuroMOMO: An important tool for influenza surveillance and impact 

assessment. Options for the Control of Influenza VIII, Cape Town, 5-9 

September 2013 

EuroMOMO: Five years of mortality monitoring in Europe. ECDC 

lunchtime seminars, Stockholm, 16 October 2013 

Mazick A. Winter excess mortality in European countries 2012/2013. 

Joint WHO/EURO and ECDC annual influenza meeting. 29-31 May 

2013, Istanbul, Turkey. 

Country visits 
Representatives from the hub at SSI has visited Estonia, 

Serbia, and ECDC 
Estonia is now a part of the data-providing network 


