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SAFER FESTIVAL GUIDELINES 

Planning a party is hard work, so if you’re an event promoter/organiser 
here are some important stuff you should always keep in mind when 

planning an event. 
SECURITY 

For your party to be safe and secure there are a few basic rules you should 
always consider: 

� Never exceed the maximum capacity of an event. Even if it is 
outdoor and space doesn’t seen to be a problem, remember you 
only planned for a certain number of people so, food, drinks, 
toilets, camping and parking places could become a problem.  

� Door staff must keep track of the number of people entering and 
leaving the venue in order to always know the number of people in 
the party. Don’t forget VIP’s and guestlists.  

� Avoid a massive entrance of people in a short period of time; open 
the gates in advance so that people can calmly settle before the 
party begins. 

� Keep in mind that crowded places are more difficult to manage 
when it comes to security issues (ex: if you need to evacuate in 
case of an emergency). 

� In big events it is very important to have security staff present at 
all times.  The security staff should be licensed, trained and clearly 
identifiable. 

� Be aware of the importance of having good communication 
systems at your event. Communication systems should be 
operational throughout the event and should not depend on main 
line power. The communication system should be available at all 
times! Make sure there are good communication links between all 
the organisers, the staff, first-aid personnel and other relevant 
people ( police, firemen, etc...) 

� Be careful with the electric systems and electric devices. Respect 
your country’s regulations concerning this matter. 

� The availability of first-aid devices should be a priority to party 
organisers.  First –Aid should only be provided by certified people. 
In big events it is advisable to create a first-aid tent and inform all 
partygoers of it’s location. In case this is not possible you should 
have an emergency protocol to be applied in all health emergencies 
and be able to ensure a fast transportation to a medical facility.   

� It is very important to have a good evacuation plan and all the staff 
should be aware of it.  

� Don’t forget to have enough fire extinguishers. 



  

 

WELL-BEING OF YOUR PUBLIC  

If you want people to have fun at your parties and come back next time 
there are a few basic things you should ensure them: 
 

� Chill-out area: a peaceful and comfortable place where people can 
rest. Drinking water should be available at the chill-out area. 

� Availability of drinking water and food.  This item is particularly 
important in long events and in places away from residential areas. 

� In hot weather or when you use drugs, water is fundamental to 
avoid dehydration and heatstroke.  

� If you know people are planning to cook their meals, beware for 
potential fire risk. If your party is in the countryside, especially 
during summer, you should prevent people from doing fires, using 
candles or any similar devices. In case of fire you should have an 
evacuation plan and fire extinguishers. 

� In summer festivals it’s also fundamental to create a lot of shading 
spaces where people can be sheltered from the sun especially in the 
high-risk hours. 

� Don’t forget to install an adequate number of toilets for the amount 
of people you’re expecting. Ensure that toilets are clean and 
functional for the entire length of the event.  

� In events longer than 24 hours try to create a good camping space 
for people with shadows and water. 

 
HARM REDUCTION TEAM  

Drug use and alcohol abuse related with musical events as increased in the 
last decades and party organizers should be prepare to deal with this 
phenomenon. 
Harm reduction teams can be a very helpful tool for party organizers to 
answer to this and other major health issues. 

� Always try to have a harm reduction team at your parties. Harm 
reduction teams can provide objective information on drug use and 
sexuality, condoms, earplugs, needle exchange, drug checking, 
first-aid and help manage bad trips, increasing the safety of your 
party. If you can’t have a team present always try to make the 
information and some of the materials (ex: earplugs, ethylotests 
and condoms) available 

 



  

 

CHECK POINT  

 
 
VENUE AND SURROUNDING AREAS 

To have a good party you should respect the environment and the animals 
and people living in or arround your party venue: 

� Cleaning up after a party is very important: event organisers must 
ensure that the venue and all surrounding areas (ex: camping, etc) 
are clean after a party, this is particularly important to prevent fires 
and other incidents. Have enough garbage and recycling bins at 
your party. Make your party green!! 

� Beware of the noise levels!! Noise levels above 90 dB can damage 
people’s hearing skills; also if you have neighbours in the 
surroundings you don’t want to get in trouble with them and 
eventually with the police! 



  

 

CONTACTS 

Austria 
Check It! 
+43 1 585 12 12 – checkit@vws.or.at 
www.checkyourdrugs.at 
 
Belgium 
Modus Vivendi 
+32 26 44 22 00  
www.modusvivendi-be.org 
 
France 
Techno Plus 
+33 6 03 82 97 19 - tplus@technoplus.org 
www.technoplus.org 
 
Germany 
Drug Scouts 
+49 34 12 11 20 22 - drugscouts@drugscouts.de 
www.drugscouts.de 
 
Italy :  
HTLab - Department of General Psychology - University Of 
Padua 
http://htlab.psy.unipd.it 
PSF - , Onlus 
+39 34 90 99 97 92 - psfitalia@gmail.com 
http://www.psicologisenzafrontiere.org 
 
Netherland : 
Jellinek – Unity 
+31 20 590 1330 
www.unity.nl – www.jellinek.nl 
 
Portugal : 
CHECK!N  
+35 12 27 53 11 06 - check-in@apdes.pt 
http://check-in.apdes.net 
 
Spain :  
Energy Control 
+34 902 253 600 - info@energycontrol.org 
www.energycontrol.org 
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