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Letter of concern

The importance of EC financial mechanisms for the continuation of an effective civil society 
response to HIV/AIDS and drugs in Europe

The European Commission‘s Second EU Public Health Programme 2008-2013 and the drug 
prevention and information programme have provided over the last years  financial opportunities 
for civil society organizations  and networks to develop and implement innovative projects, to share 
experience and to exchange good practice across Europe in regard to HIV/AIDS, other blood 
borne infection diseases and drug use. The HIV/AIDS Civil Society Forum and the Civil Society 
Forum on Drugs would like to stress the importance of the continuation of such programmes and 
express their concern with the current developments that limit access from civil society to financial 
mechanisms provided by the Commission.

To our concern, in the 2011 Public Health work plan,  priorities for HIV/AIDS-related funding have 
shifted from a project and proposal oriented bottom-up approach into  a tender and top-down 
approach. This means that

 Funding resources are suddenly cut for projects - most of the money is now available for 
tenders and joint actions of member states – a shift from the NGO sector to the GO sector. 
This limits continuation of currently funded projects that have proven to have an impact, as 
well as the development of new projects and innovation. 

 Annual priorities are very specific and leave no room for further input from the field, which 
reduces opportunities to propose innovative actions.

From our point of view, these measures reduce the opportunities of NGOs and civil society to 
contribute to the development of effective health policies within Europe and in particular to those 
addressing vulnerable groups and people.  

The drug prevention and information program provides opportunities to develop projects in a broad 
field of drug prevention activities.  However, the relevant financial resources are too limited to 
create significant impact at a national and local level (annual budget 2,2 mill).

In our opinion, the limitation of project funding for HIV/AIDS and drug related work stands in 
contrast with the goals set in the Commission Communication on HIV/AIDS (2009-2013) with 
regard to the involvement of civil society: “The aim is to strengthen the involvement of civil society 
in all aspects of the response to the epidemic, including policy development, implementation, 



monitoring, and evaluation. The Commission will actively involve civil society, and in particular 
people living with HIV/AIDS, in policy development, implementation and monitoring”.

In these times of national budget cuts and a global and regional economic crisis, it is important to 
share experiences in Europe and to adopt and develop evidence-based approaches.

We urge the European Commission:

− To continue and to strengthen the EU Public Health Programme in the framework of the 

Europe 2020 strategy and to ensure financial resources in the upcoming Multi Annual 
Financial Framework1.

− To maintain programmes and financial mechanisms for NGOs, ensuring  the opportunity to 

exchange, to collaborate and to share good practices for the civil society sector.

− To give priority in its funding to vulnerable groups such as PLWHA, men having sex with 

men, drug users, sex workers,  migrants and young people at risk.

Yours sincerely,

Anna Zakowicz Yusef Azad Eberhard Schatz

Co-chair, Civil Society Forum Co-chair, Civil Society 
Forum
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Group
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The EU HIV/AIDS Civil Society Forum (CSF) is an informal advisory body established in 2005 by the European Commission to 
facilitate the participation of NGOs and networks, including those representing People Living with HIV/AIDS, in European 
policy development and implementation as well as to exchange information.

1See also 'the future of the EU Public Health Programme', joint letter EPHA/EPF, 2011
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