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Introduction
This is the second newsletter of the Correlation II project. 
We want to inform you about the second phase of project 
activities, mainly concerning the preparation of thematic 
seminars and trainings, to be organised in the second half 
of 2010 and the beginning of 2011. 

An important milestone of the project was the second 
meeting of project partners in Porto. More than 110 
experts from all over Europe continued to work on issues 
in the field of outreach, peer support, e-Health, hepatitis 
C and HIV/AIDS policy. In the separate working groups 
the progress of activities was reviewed, discussed and 
occasionally modified. Furthermore,  the project partners 
made agreements about the division of tasks, next steps 
and further proceedings. All in all we were confident about 
the progress of work and the commitment of partners, 
even if a few groups faced some delay.

It is also interesting to see how many bilateral contacts, 
new initiatives and additional contributions to Correlation 
activities take place on different levels. 

The seminars in the second half of 2010 will again be 
important milestones of the project. , We will present the 
first results of our work to a broader audience and discuss 
them with a variety of experts. This will be an important 
test for the impact and relevance of the materials and 
information we are developing in the course of the project.

Please check the Correlation website for regular updates 
and more information about the programme. And if you 
have any questions and remarks, please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 

Eberhard Schatz
Project Coordinator

Katrin Schiffer
Coordinator Policy
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Hepatitis C (training) 
23 – 25 September 2010, Budapest

Outreach/Peer support  
18 – 20 November 2010, Prague

HIV/AIDS policy
29 – 30 November 2010, Brussels

e-Health (training)
17 – 19 March 2011, Padua

Dates 
of the 

thematic
semi-

      nars

You can register for the 
events on the Correlation 
website. 

www.correlation-net.org

Places are limited. 
External participants pay 
a fee of 420 Euro including 
hotel and subsistence.

Correlation online 
surveys: 
Please take part!
Outreach
The questionnaire on outreach will help us to get an overview 
on the current state of affairs in Europe, specifically focusing 
on outreach work and early intervention. Besides, it will help 
us to formulate  key messages towards European policy 
and decision makers, indicating the relevance and need of 
services in the field of outreach and early intervention.

Please, fill in the questionnaire online at:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/J7RHPHT

Peer  Support
We aim to describe and collate these experiences, good 
practices and lessons learned, and produce a manual on peer 
support. To ensure the manual can be used as a powerful 
source of information and inspiration, it will integrate many 
different experiences of peer support. This questionnaire is 
the first phase of data collection, to get a general overview of 
peer support projects in Europe.
 
In the second phase, we will contact some peer support 
projects to collect more in-depth information. 

Please fill in the questionnaire online at:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/DJ5H35X

Hepatitics C
The aims of Hepatitis C prevention and Hepatitis C therapy 
activities are to prevent infection or to promote and provide 
treatment and therefore improve health and the quality of life. 
Who should fill in the questionnaire? If your organization has 
implemented any interventions related to HCV prevention, 
treatment and care for drug users, or promotion and advocacy 
of HCV, policy, legislation change related to HCV and health 
promotion among drug users, facilitated empowerment of 
drug users and other vulnerable groups on the issue of HCV 
and feel like other harm reduction service providers, health 
care providers, health care officials or policy makers can 
learn from your intervention, you should fill in the form.

Please fill in our questionnaire on models of good 
practice in the field of hepatitis c online at:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JQFX3H7

The information gathered in the questionnaire will be treated 
confidentially and will be used for purposes of this survey only. 
E-mail addresses provided by respondents for feedback on 
the project’s main results will only be used for that purpose. 
Publications based on the data you provide will never 
contain information that can identify individual respondents 
or individual institutions without explicit agreement.

.......................................................................................................................................
www.correlation-net.org
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........................................................................................................................The Correlation seminars:
Correlation WP 4 
Outreach and Early 
Intervention 
Standards of outreach work with young 
people in Europe – 
what works, what doesn’t? 

by Anniken Sand, 
Competence Centre City of Oslo

Background
The work package ‘Outreach and early intervention’ is one 
out of five different work packages within Correlation II. This 
work package aims to identify successful outreach- and peer-
education strategies, targeting young adults between the 
age of 16 and 23 years, who are experimenting with drugs. 
Experience shows that reaching this group of young people 
at an early stage is important with respect to problematic 
and risky behaviour. Outreach and street based youth work 
is the most effective method to reach these young people. 
Therefore, Correlation installed an expert group with members 
from 13 European countries, who contribute to the collection 
of information and the development of a guideline for minimum 
standards in the field of outreach and early intervention. 

European seminar on outreach and 
early intervention

To  address the situation of young drug users in Europe and 
their particular needs,   Correlation will organise a seminar on 
outreach and early intervention. This seminar will be organised 
at the same date and at the same venue as the Peer Support 
Seminar – partly separate, but also with some combined 
sessions. 

What is the seminar about? 
The seminar will focus on the current state of affairs regard-
ing outreach work and early intervention with the working ti-
tle: “Standards of outreach work with young people in Europe 
– what works, what doesn’t”. Correlation II has carried out a 
survey on outreach work in Europe with 80 responses from 23 
countries. In addition, more than 80 young people in five differ-
ent countries have been interviewed in depth, in focus groups 
or individually. This has provided valuable input on how practice 
can be improved and what is lacking, both concerning out-
reach work and the use of peers to reach young people. The 
results of the survey give insight into the challenges and values 
for outreach work throughout Europe, and will be presented as 
a departing point of the seminar. 

For whom is the seminar? 
The seminar intends to gather practitioners, peers, researchers 
and policy makers from different European countries, who 
are targeting young people at risk. This particularly applies to 
outreach workers and those who are experienced in involving 
young peers or plan to do so. 

How will the seminar be organised? 
The seminar is interactive and will combine workshops and 
process oriented methods. Besides, a number of skills building 
sessions will be organised, particularly focusing on issues 
and methods, such as reflecting the practice, motivational 
interview’s and evaluating peer and outreach work. We want 
to exchange knowledge and share experiences, we want to 
learn from each other and, last but not least, we wish to identify 
core elements and minimum standards for outreach work with 
young people. 

What are the topics and issues of the seminar? 
During the seminar a number of questions will be addressed:

What is the current situation in Europe, when it comes 
to outreach work and responses in the field of early 
intervention?
Which current practice examples are there? 
What works and what doesn't?
Which kind of minimum standards can we identify 
regarding outreach work and early intervention targeting 
young people? 
How to make better use of tacit knowledge by using 
reflection? - The reflective practitioner
How to improve communication and cooperation 
between outreach workers and young peer workers? 
How to evaluate our work with peers? 
How to stimulate peer involvement of young drug users? 
What does this require from the different stakeholders 
and the policy level in particular?

We hope that the seminar will contribute to the development 
of targeted interventions, specifically focusing on young people 
at risk. Also, we intend to raise awareness among service 
providers, and create understanding for the specific needs of 
this particular target group. We to welcome all those who are 
willing to share their expertise and experience in this area!

•

•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

The seminar will take place 
18 to 20 November 2010 
in Prague, Czech Republic. 

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Contact:
CC-AADAS
Anniken Sand
Postboks 7104 St.Olavs plass
0130 Oslo
Norway
00 4723427100
anniken.sand@rme.oslo.kommune.no
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Correlation WP 5 
e-Health
Online Outreach: Two-day training 
event and presentation of a new social 
intervention tool for online outreach.

by Pjer Vriens, 
Municipal Health Service Rotterdam

WHY?
Did your target group disappear from the streets? Are you 
having a hard time reaching certain vulnerable groups? Do you 
wonder whether online strategies can help make the services 
you provide more accessible?

If you are considering to offer your services through the internet 
then you might be interested in participating in this event. 

Several experienced welfare and health service providers 
throughout Europe already offer their services online. Starting 
from their experiences and lessons learned, we have developed 
a social intervention tool and a ‘train the trainer’ programme 
targeting outreach organisations who want to start online 
outreach. 

We are offering a free Social Intervention Tool (SIT), two day 
training and guidelines to get your organisation started. 

WHO?
Our main goal is to train participants in the use and implemen-
tation of the SIT within their own organisation. 
Participants should be in a position suitable to do so. There-
fore, in this training we aim for participants who have their or-
ganisation’s mandate to train at least two outreach workers and 
to conduct the implementation pilot. 

Service Providers who qualify to apply for the training should 
have the following profile:

Outreach is one of your organisation’s core activities
You are planning to do, or already doing, online outreach
Your organisation is a leading welfare or healthcare 
organisation in your region or country
You are interested in participating in the pilot
You are willing to implement the SIT and train at least two 
other employees who will work with the SIT
You will collaborate in evaluating the SIT

•
•

•
•

•

WHAT? 
In the training we will focus on different aspects concerning 
the use of online strategies.

Three main topics will be:
practical use of the SIT (software)
online communication methods and conversation 
techniques
guidelines for successful implementation (quality 
framework, code of conduct, etc) 

 

The first part of the training will be mainly practice oriented. We 
will learn how to use the tool and how to conduct online con-
versations by means of exercises and role-plays. 

On the second day we will focus on how to ensure quality of 
the provided online services and look into what is needed for 
successful implementation of online strategies in your organi-
sation. 

WHEN? WHERE?

HOW?
You can apply for our training by filling in a questionnaire on 
the Correlation website. Places are limited; so a selection of 
candidates will be made. 

•
•

•

The training will take place from
17-19 March 2011
Location: University of Padova
Place: Padova, Italy

Contact:
MPHS 
Pjer Vriens 
PO Box 70032 
3000 LP Rotterdam 
The Netherlands  
vriensp@ggd.rotterdam.nl

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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........................................................................................................................The Correlation seminars:
Correlation WP 6 
Peer support
Promoting peer work

by John Peter Kools, 
Trimbos Institute, Utrecht

“Nothing for us without us.” A well-known saying.
You can’t work in public health or social development, devel-
op policies, conduct interventions or deliver support services, 
without the participation of the final target group. It is ineffective 
and unethical.  So: “Nothing for us without us!”  But it is more 
complicated to answer the question if peer work and meaning-
ful participation of peers is actually brought into practice. 

Peer work is often used as an umbrella term to describe a range 
of methods that involve members of a particular target group in 
delivering health promotion activities to their peers. It is based 
on the belief, that peers can be more successful than profes-
sionals in sharing knowledge to cope with drug use, in reducing 
health risks and in supporting their peers in everyday life.
As logical and inevitable the use of peer work may seem, daily 
practice presents a different reality. A recent inventory on ex-
periences with peer work indicates that peer work is a fairly 
familiar concept in many places, but the number of actual peer 
practices seems to be limited. The peer support focus within 
the Correlation project aims to re-vitalise peer participation, 
both in policies and services.

Good practices?
The recent inventory, conducted within the framework of Cor-
relation II, gathered peer work experiences and good practices 
from all over Europe and overseas. The objective was to get a 
fair impression of diversity and good practices on peer work, 
rather than a representative scientific inventory and review of all 
practices. Respondents of the questionnaire came from a large 
number of countries, and had experience with peer work in a 
range of areas: they worked mainly in the field of  drug/alcohol, 
but also with migrants, sex workers, homeless people, prison-
ers, on mental health issues and so on. One of the preliminary 
findings of the inventory is the lack of peer work in many re-
gions in Europe, for example in the Nordic countries, the Baltic 
region, parts of Southern Europe, but also in countries with 
mature drug/health policies as Germany, the Netherlands and 
Switzerland.

Manual 2.0
An important product of the peer support group within Cor-
relation will be an updated Manual on peer work. A previous 
manual on peer support was developed in 1994 by the Trimbos 
Institute, in a joint project with a couple of key user organisa-
tions in Europe. It has been used broadly in Europe over the 
last 15 years.

The update of the manual will be a web-based resource. It will 
provide new evidence, new peer experiences on drug use and 
other areas of health promotion and social inclusion, including 

new examples of what worked and what did not work, interac-
tivity, training modules, embedded video content (e.g. YouTube 
demonstrations of good peer practices), links and references. 
A manual that uses the experiences and technology of today 
and responds to the needs and challenges of our present time: 
a Peer Support Manual 2.0.

Advocacy 
Apart from the manual, we plan to organise a range of meetings 
to get peer participation back on the political agenda and pro-
mote meaningful participation of members of the target group. 
National seminars and debates will be organised in Sweden 
(organised by the Swedish Drug Users Union) and in France 
(organised by ASUD). .Italy and Portugal have also expressed 
interest in organising similar seminars.. Together with the Cor-
relation outreach group and partners in the Czech Republic 
we will organise a European Peer Work Seminar in November 
2010 in Prague.
We hope that the Peer Support 2.0 manual and the national 
and international peer support seminars will boost the use of 
peer support methods as an appropriate, just and effective in-
strument for health promotion and social inclusion.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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The European Peer Seminar
This seminar will be organised and facilitated by the Correlation 
expert groups on peer support and outreach work and by local 
Czech partners.

What is the seminar about?
The seminar will bring together national and European experts 
in the field of peer work and outreach work to elaborate and 
discuss the state of affairs with respect to peer work. We will 
share experiences and lessons learned and promote the im-
plementation of effective peer work on local levels, e.g. in the 
Czech Republic, and on the European level.

For whom is the seminar? 
We want to invite service providers, agencies who have ex-
perience with peer-led outreach work, early intervention serv-
ices with peers or peer support programmes or other forms of 
meaningful peer participation. Last but not least, we will invite 
activists and policy makers, in order to discuss the current poli-
cies and practices, limitations and future opportunities.

What are the topics and issues during the 
seminar?
During the seminar a number of questions will be discussed: 

What is the current state of affairs regarding peer work in 
Europe? There will also be specific focus on the regional 
situation.
What works and what doesn't? Which challenges do we 
face? 
How can we stimulate meaningful peer work 
approaches? 
How can we involve peers in programmes, outreach 
activities and interventions.
What does this require from the various stakeholders 
(service providers, peers, policy makers) and the policy 
level in particular? 

The programme of the seminar and the various workshops will 
be published soon on the Correlation website.

•

•

•

•

•

........................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

The seminar will take place 
18 to 20 November 2010 
in Prague, Czech Republic. 

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Trimbos Institute
Franz Trautmann
John-Peter Kools
Da Costakade 45
3500 AS Utrecht
The Netherlands
00 31302971100
ftrautmann@trimbos.nl
jpkools@gmail.com
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........................................................................................................................The Correlation seminars:
Correlation WP 7 
Hepatitis C
Building capacities on HCV: 
A training for trainers 

by Simona Merkineite, 
Eurasian Harm Reduction Network (EHRN)

Background
In the European Union (EU) the rates of newly reported cases of 
HIV infection in injecting drug users are mostly at stable and low 
levels, or in decline. HCV is more highly prevalent in injecting 
drug users across the whole EU and varies from 18% to 95% 
(with half of the countries reporting levels in excess of 40%). 
Further to the East, in countries such as Russia or Ukraine 
where an estimated 1-2% of the total population is injecting 
drugs, HCV and HIV co-infection rates reach up to 95%. Despite 
lack of awareness about HCV and political commitment, there 
is little doubt that HCV is a serious health threat to societies. 
The WHO even estimates 350.000 lives being lost annually to 
hepatitis C related liver diseases. 

Training Manual
EHRN  is currently developing a training manual in the framework 
of Correlation II. It will provide a set of materials for capacity 
building on HCV for different groups – from policy makers and 
health care professionals, to harm reduction service providers 
and drug user and HIV activists. The manual will cover issues 
such as transmission mechanisms - understanding drug using 
behaviours and how HCV can be addressed; natural history/
course; issues affecting specific groups; prevention/NSPs; 
testing and diagnostics; treatment and care literacy; living with 
HCV; co-infections and advocacy of HCV treatment and care 
for IDUs. 

Pilot Training
The pilot training session will serve as input for the training 
manual on HCV, which is being developed by two experienced 
experts in harm reduction – Danny Morris and Neil Hunt from 
the UK. 

The main objective of the pilot training is to test the training tool 
and receive feedback from potential users of the tool. Such 
feedback is crucial to ensure that the tool is being used and is 
adapted to the needs of the target group. The training tool will 
be completed based on the feedback from Correlation partners, 
the results of the training and the evaluation by participants’. 
After the training tool is finalized, the participants of the pilot 
training will be encouraged to test the final document in their 
countries (field testing). 

For whom is the training?
The training will gather people from around the EU and beyond 
with advanced knowledge of HCV. Participants will be working 
on different levels, in order to receive substantial input into the 
training manual. 

The call for participants will be released in the summer of 
2010. 

The training will take place from 
22 to 24 September 2010 
in Budapest, Hungary.

Contact:
EHRN
Simona Merkinaite
Siauliu 5/1-21
Lithuania
00 37052609007
simona@harm-reduction.org

............................................................
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Correlation WP 8 
HIV/AIDS 
Policy 
Recommendations 
Reduce existing health inequalities 
in the EU

by Ana Lucia Cardoso and Nicole Heine, 
European Aids Treatment Group (EATG)

What happened so far?
The collaborating partners of the Work Package HIV/AIDS 
Policy Recommendations got together for the second meeting 
of the project in Porto, 4-6 March 2010. In the round of intro-
ductions, expectations and roles of the collaborating partners 
were presented. Preliminary results of the literature review were 
presented by the writer in order to gather feed-back. 

By producing policy recommendations we aim to inform policy-
makers in Europe, both at national level and at EU level, and 
thereby help to reduce existing health inequalities in the EU with 
respect to HIV/AIDS. The policy recommendations will be pa-
tient-oriented and draw on community-level experience. They 
will be based on a synthesis of existing reports rather than pro-
ducing new primary research findings.

It was decided in Porto that the document review should focus 
on analysing existing sets of recommendations, as a basis for 
developing Correlation II recommendations.  

The formulation of recommendations will be founded on three 
pillars: 

strength of evidence collected, 
breadth of practitioner opinion and 
health economic considerations.  

It was decided in Porto that the document review should fo-
cus on analyzing existing sets of recommendations, as a 
basis for developing Correlation II recommendations.  The 
formulation of Correlation II recommendations will be 
founded on three pillars: strength of evidence collect-
ed, breadth of practitioner opinion, and health economic 
consideration.  The analysis of existing recommendations 
will be based on criteria like target/level (e.g. EU policy mak-
ers), importance, related findings and external challenges.  

Some of the questions will be best addressed through a prac-
titioner survey. It was also decided that, instead of analysing a 
limited number of 4 or5 countries, the survey should gather 

•
•
•

information throughout Europe. Collaborating partners are ac-
tively supporting the work of the writer through collection of 
bibliographic resources and will play a major role in assessing 
the level of implementation of the existent recommendations. 
In addition, partners will contribute to the dissemination of and 
collection of input to the questionnaires.  

During the break-out sessions, the different sub-groups (IDUs, 
MSM, migrants and sex workers) discussed the preliminary lit-
erature review, the survey and  existing policy recommenda-
tions which merit consideration. They also gave feed back on  
the structure of the policy seminar.

The European Policy seminar

What is the seminar about?

The objective of the seminar is to stimulate the dialogue, 
dissemination and advocacy relating to HIV and health 
inequalities in Europe. It will provide an opportunity to present 
the draft Correlation recommendations and gather feed-back 
from the HIV community the wider public health community 
and policy makers during the public part of the seminar. The 
internal part of the seminar will be devoted to finalising the 
advocacy plan, based on which the recommendations will be 
promoted in the second phase of the project in 2011.

For whom is the seminar?

The seminar will address CNII partners, representatives from 
EU institutions and relevant international organisations, MEPs 
, representatives from the HIV community and the wider public 
health community. 

So please reserve the date for this important event! More 
details of the programme will be published on the Correlation 
website before the summer break.

The policy seminar will take place 
29 to 30 November 2010 
directly preceding the 
World Aids Day 2010 - in Brussels. 

Contact:
Ana Lúcia Cardoso
Project Leader
HIV/AIDS Policy Recommendations 
Place Raymond Blyckaerts 13
1000 Brussels 
Belgium
0032 2 626 96 42
analucia.cardoso@eatg.org....................................



As we have already announced in the last newsletter, Correlation 
intends to carry out a photo project together with documentary 
photographer Willem Poelstra.

The photo project will document real life situations in various 
countries, focusing on the situation of marginalised groups, 
such as drug users, sex workers or Roma. Photos will be 
taken in specific situations: on the street, in mobile units, drop-
in centres or in user rooms. 

A selection of photos will be published in a photo book, visu-
alising the work of Correlation and its numerous partner or-
ganisations. We aim to organise exhibitions in the participating 

cities, combined with a policy dialogue meeting. This will allow 
us and the participating organisations to put the issue of mar-
ginalisation on the political agenda. 

We intend to select 6 to8 cities in Europe, taking into account 
a good regional coverage. There will be a budget available to 
facilitate the process of the project and a related exhibition.

If you or your organisation is interested in participating, we ur-
gently ask you to send a mail to kschiffer@correlation-net.org. 
We will then discuss the framework and the opportunities with 
you.

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

CALL for participation in the photo 
project: 

“FARAWAY, SO CLOSE”

�0

www.willempoelstra.nl

The Correlation photo project:
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The 6th International Conferece
on Nightlife, Substance Use
and Related Health Issues 
7 – 9 June 2010, 
X-TRA, Zurich, Switzerland

We are pleased to announce that the call for abstracts and 
registration for the leading international nightlife conference 
has been opened. Please visit our website at 
www.clubhealthconference.com.
contact@clubhealthconference.com

The conference is geared towards those working in: public 
health, substance use, sexual health, violence prevention, 
policing and criminal justice, tourism, nightlife industries, 
public transport, environmental health, general practice 
and therapy.

Registration Fee   350 Euros

published a report on HBV, HCV and HIV/AIDS among 
young people in the EU, including definition of the 3 
diseases, an epidemiological overview, best practices 
in prevention and information activities and currently 
legislation.

You can download the complete report at the following 
link:
 
http://share.associazioneises.org/HCUBE/D3_analysis_
local_contexts.pdf 

Club Health 
2010

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Partnerships

.........

www.correlation-net.org

The European 
project H - Cube
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http://www.disc-vol.org.uk/index.htm
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00468 6001299
http://www.svenskabrukarforeningen.se/
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