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Hepatitis C – a major policy challenge in Europe

Although precise prevalence data is often unavailable, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) estimates that 130 – 170 million people across the world are currently living with 
chronic hepatitis C virus (HCV) and a further 2 million are infected each year.

Also the EMCDDA Report of 2009 clearly indicates Hepatitis C as a major health 
issue among IDU’s, although the levels of prevalence vary considerably in countries, 
reflecting both regional differences and characteristics of the sampled populations 
(example: UK: between 29-60%; Italy: between 36-92%). 

The considerable and increasing burden of HCV across Europe is rarely reflected 
in awareness or attention to the issue, however. Many persistent challenges exist to 
implementing effective prevention, diagnosis, treatment and care systems, particularly 
for IDU populations. The great majority of governments in Europe and globally assert 
to consider viral hepatitis an urgent public health issue, but have no comprehensive 
policies and strategies in place to address hepatitis C.

The Correlation/EHRN session will  address the most important challenges across 
the European region in regard to HCV. Stakeholders, such as service providers in the 
field of prevention, treatment and care, service users and WHO Europe will enter into 
dialogue. 

Furthermore, Correlation and EHRN will present their common publication on HCV 
“Reducing drug-related harms associated with injecting drug use”.

Agreed speakers: 

Eberhard Schatz, Correlation Network, 
Introduction to the session

Martin Donoghoe, WHO
‘the need to act – hepatitis C and drug use in Europe’

Asta MInkeviciene, EHRN
‘the need to act – how to improve quality of service provision: examples of good 
practises through Europe’

Arnaud Simon, AIDES and others


