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Policy Recommendations  
Proposed by the following EU networks: EAPN (European Anti-Poverty Network); EWL (European Women’s Lobby); 

MDM (Doctors of the World); and PICUM (Platform for International Cooperation on Undocumented Migrants) 

 

The above-mentioned EU networks consider that EU institutions and EU Member States should:  

Ensure that the most vulnerable groups, including undocumented migrants, are entitled to and are provided 

equitable access to healthcare.
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With a view to achieve this and having regard to the human rights obligations embedded in international law as well 

as in Article 35 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU, the networks ask:  

 

1. Members of the European Parliament:  
 

• When adopting a resolution on health inequalities, or other relevant resolutions, to call on the EU and Member 

States:  

o to ensure that the most vulnerable groups, including undocumented migrants, are entitled to and are 

effectively provided equitable access to healthcare, including sexual and reproductive health, health 

prevention and mental health;  

o to ensure that all pregnant women and children, irrespective of their status, are entitled to and effectively 

benefit from social protection; 

 

• To adopt a resolution that would cover the principles that should govern access to healthcare for undocumented 

migrants, namely equitable access to healthcare, no penalisation of providing humanitarian assistance to 

undocumented migrants and a ban on transmitting patients’ data to migration authorities. 

 

2. The European Commission and the Member States: 
 

• When designing and implementing the European Flagship Initiative on a European Platform against Poverty: to 

make sure that tackling health inequalities and the situation of migrants/ ethnic minorities will be two core 

priorities monitored through the Social Open Method of Coordination (i.e. the National Action Plans for social 

protection and social inclusion and the National Reform Programmes) so as to ensure equitable access to 

healthcare for all and to prevent and alleviate social exclusion of undocumented migrants through access to 

fundamental rights; 

• When defining a Strategy on the Rights of the Child or when drafting a Recommendation on Child Poverty, to 

promote policies allowing all children, including children of undocumented migrants, to fully enjoy their 

fundamental rights, in particular their right to health. 

                                                 
1
  “(…) equity relates to equal access according to need, regardless of ethnicity, gender, age, social status or ability to pay.”, Statement on Common values and 

principles, attached to the Council Conclusions on “Common values and principles in European Union Health Systems” (2006/C 146/01), in which the Council 

“INVITES the Institutions of the European Union to ensure that common values and principles contained in the Statement are respected in their work”.  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2006:146:0001:0003:EN:PDF   

 


