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  The most common spice products on the web are: 

 Spice Gold 

 Spice Diamond 

 Spice Silver 

 Spice Arctic Synergy 

 Spice Genie 

 Yucatan Fire 
 Spice Mojo (New) 





  From 2007 to present 
  ‘Spice’ drugs (Gold, Silver, Diamond) 

were first identified in Germany, Norway 
and Italy 

  Currently known in each of the 
participating countries (UK, Finland, 
Norway, Belgium, Germany, Italy, Spain)  



 More than 200 Websites, forums, blogs, 
etc were monitored 

 Key words: ‘Spice’ ‘Spice drug’ ‘Spice 
Cannabis’ ‘Spice Gold’, etc 

  Google & Google Trends search mainly 



 ‘The mystical incense with great 
reviews’ 

 ‘The exotic herbal smoking blend that 
really works!’ 

 ‘The perfect smoke for chilling out at 
home or going out with friends’ 





 Contact sellers directly 
 Get alerts about new products advertised 

by the seller via text messages, or instant 
messages 

 Email product to a friend 







 Kratom 
 Ketamine  
 Cannabis 
 Alcohol 



 The most popular Spice on the market 
 Available since 2007 
 Average Price: £ 20-30 (per 3 grams) 











  Several psychoactive plants have been found in ‘Spice’ products, 
which are often listed on spice packaging with fantasy names. 
These include: ‘Beach bean’ (Canavalia maritima; syn. C. rosea), 
‘Blue lotus’ (Nymphaea alba and N. caerulea), ‘Dwarf 
skullcap’ (Scutellaria nana), ‘Indian warrior’ (Pedicularis 
densiflora), ‘Wild Dagga’ (Leonotis leonurus), ‘Maconha 
brava’ (Zornia latifolia or Z. diphylla), ‘Pink or Sacred 
lotus’ (Nelumbo nucifera), ‘Honeyweed’ or Siberian motherwort 
(Leonurus sibiricus), ‘Marshmallow’ (Althaea officinalis), and ‘Dog 
rose or Rosehip’ (Rosa canina). Since some of these plants have 
traditionally been known as marijuana substitutes, users expected 
effects similar to that of smoked cannabis.  

  Ujváry, I (2009) The herbal components of Spice products. 
EMCDDA Expert meeting: Spice and related synthetic 
cannabinoids. 6 March 2009.  





 JWH-018 
 CP 47, 497 
 HU210 

Auwärter, V., Dresen, S., Weinmann, w., Müller, M., Pütz, M., Ferreirós, N. Spice and other herbal blends: harmless 
incense or cannabinoid designer drugs?, JMS Letter, Journal of Mass Spectrometry, 2009. 

Auwärter, V (2009) Forensic identification, pharmacology and toxicology of JWH-018, CP-47,497 and their alkyl 
homologs. EMCDDA Expert meeting: Spice and related synthetic cannabinoids. 6 March 2009 



  Naphthalen-1-yl-(1-
pentylindol-3-yl)methanone 

  It produces effects in 
animals very similar to 
those of THC itself, but with 
longer duration of action. 

  Cannabinoid agonist at both 
the CB1 and CB2 



 cannabinoid receptor 
agonist, developed 
by Pfizer in the 1980s 

 On the 19th of 
January 2009, the 
University of Freiburg 
in Germany 
announced that an 
analog of CP 47,497 
is the main active 
ingredient in Spice 



 Synthetic 
cannabinoid 
synthesized in 1988 

 100-800 more potent 
than natural THC from 
cannabin 

 Discovered in Spice 
Gold in January 2009 
in the US 



 Austria 
 Estonia 
 Germany 
 Finland 
 France 
 Chile 
 Poland 
 Russia 
  South Korea 
  Sweden (on 12 Sept 

2009) 

  Switzerland 
 UK – Home Office has 

announced an intention 
to request 
parliamentary approval 
to ban it before the end 
of 2009. 



 Desired/reported psychoactive effects of 
‘Spice’ Drugs include:- 

 Euphoria/sociability 
 Anxiolytic and anti-depressant 
 Relaxations 
 Stimulant 
 Sexual arousal 
 Dream/latent memory enhancement 



  Price: spice drugs are affordable (about £20 per 3 grams), although more 
expensive than cannabis; 

  Duration of action: spice drugs have a short duration of action (2-3 hours), and 
as such this allows the users to cope with an ‘active’ style of life; 

  Online availability: Spice drugs are easy to purchase over the Internet, where 
they are often sold at a discounted rate (Spice World 420, 2009; Zonged, 
2009); (i.e. energizing, euphoric, uplifting, or sedating) 

  Lab test: Spice drugs are not identified through conventional police and/or 
workplace blood and urine tests for cannabis (Auwärter 2009; Drugs-forum, 
2009; Legal Highz, 2009); 

  Packaging: Spice drugs are delivered in nice packaging, often as pre-rolled 
cigarettes, as suggested in a video posted to You Tube (Petozzi, 2008). The 
packaging is not noticeable and thus may be an ideal product to be sent/
delivered via mail. Spice products are often identified by an image of an eye 
in the centre of the packaging 

  Use in combination with other substances: one of the latest trends is the 
combination of Spice products and ketamine, which aims to enhance the 
effects of the latter when taken at low doses and/or to facilitate the ‘coming 
down’, or exit from ‘k-holing’ (Corazza 2008; Corazza & Schifano, in press). 

  Legality: Spice are not controlled substances in most countries 
  Pleasure: They help them to relax and ‘reduce the stress of the everyday’. 

They help them to have more fun, be more open and less inhibit with others at 
social gatherings or parties. 





  28-Aug-09 
    
  legal high that actually works. a little more expensive than green but for now its entirely legal (smoke it in public!) effects really do 

compare to weed  
  anonymous 
  21-Aug-09 
    
  good stuff. very unsure bout tryin dis.gave it a go miles beta than most stuff you can buy. me n our lad spent da nyt talkin utter 

rubbish. gv it a go. you will b surprised.  
  dotty - county durham 
  12-Aug-09 
    
  fantastic, exceeded expectations! I would never have believed sumat legal couldv been so trippy.....and as for the aphrodisiac 

effect.....marvellous!!!! The only drawback I found is the lack of pain relief, which is one of the reasons I like the green....but if any1 
can suggest owt that does have pain relief too please let me know.  

  Linda - Yorkshire 
  10-Aug-09 
    
  Spice Diamond 10/10. Excellent. I really like this stuff. This stuff really makes you smile & relaxes you.  
  anonymous 
  24-Jul-09 
    
  Holy Smhoke it worked!! I've been off the green now for about four months but I have tried this a couple times and it's a great 

alternative to MJ. Apparently the ingredient JWH-018 is 8x stronger than THC and when I tried it for the first time I was amazed it 
actually worked. It's not as pleasant as green but it's not disgusting either and it's exactly the same high as normal and as good as any 
street gear I've had - Honestly! So if you ever fancy a chilled weekend, Play Station 3 or you've got a decent movie to watch then this 
stuff will get you where you want to be. Also you don't have the hassle of going out to meet somebody as the postman will bring it to 
you next day special delivery.  



Reported physical/medical side-effects 
include: 

 Paranoia (and/or vomiting) 
 Headache 
 Unknown long term effects? 



  ‘Spice gets me stoned, but I get a massive headache after use which I’ve 
never got from cannabis’ 

  ‘I have never experienced what I would classify as intrusive paranoid 
stuff on my favorite smoke, ever. I know it has bad effects in that 
department for some, but THC has not done so for me, and I have puffed 
my way through a staggeringly and some might say pitifully large 
amount over the years’ Erowid Experience Vaults Report Id: 76319 Spiced 
Out by PippUK 

  ‘Spice can cause serious cramps and sort of muscle spasms especially if 
you try to do any sort of physical activity. It can cause limbs to lock up 
completely and the cramps can be seriously painful. I would advise 
anyone to steer clear of this stuff especially if like me you lead an active 
lifestyle. Spice is illegal in certain countries including holland 
(From:
http://forums.cannabisculture.com/forums/ubbthreads.php?
ubb=showflat&Number=1405276, visited on 04/02/09 
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