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EURO HIV - HIV / AIDS Surveillance in Europe
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 Description

Action
Enhancing the capability of responding rapidly and in a co-ordinated fashion to health threats

Area of activity
Surveillance 

Summary
HIV/AIDS remains a major communicable disease throughout the enlarged European Union (EU) and the
neighbouring countries in Eastern Europe, and further in central Asia. In western Europe, HIV is increasingly
affecting disadvantaged communities including migrants from countries with generalised epidemics.1 Over
half a million persons have an infection that remains incurable and requires costly treatment. Thousands of
HIV infected persons remain unaware of their infection, and hence can neither benefit from treatment nor take
steps to reduce the risk of infecting others. Furthermore, thousands of new infections continue to occur each
year. Many countries of eastern Europe, particularly the Baltic States, have rapidly growing HIV epidemics.
The EU enlargement together with increasing population movement poses major challenges to HIV
prevention, control and care in the EU.
European surveillance of HIV/AIDS began in 1984 with the creation of the European Centre for the
Epidemiological Monitoring of AIDS.. The overall aim of this project (EuroHIV) is to collect and share
standardised HIV/AIDS surveillance data in order to provide information for evidence-based public health
policies in a sustainable manner.
 

More info...

Description      -      Financing      -      Outcomes      -      More info

 Financing

Leader organisation
INSTITUT DE VEILLE SANITAIRE
Département des Maladies Infectieuses
12 rue du Val d'Osne
94415 Saint-Maurice  FRANCE
Website: http://www.invs.sante.fr 

Contact Person
Anthony NARDONE
Tel: +33.1.41.79.68.09
Fax: +33.1.41.79.68.02
E-mail: a.nardone@invs.sante.fr

 

Associated beneficiaries
- Bundesministerium für Gesundheit und Frauen (BMGF) - établi en AUTRICHE
- Wetenschappelijk Instituut Volksgezondheid - Institut de Santé Publique Louis Pasteur (IPH) - établi en
BELGIQUE
- Statens Serum Institut (SSI) - établi au DANEMARK
- Kansanterveyslaitos Folkhälsoinstitutet (KTL) - établi en FINLANDE
- Robert Koch-Institute  Department for Infectious Disease Epidemiology (RKI) - établi en ALLEMAGNE
- Κεντρο Ελεγχου Ειδικων Λοιμωξεων (Hellenic Center for Infectious Diseases Control) - Department of HIV
Infection (ΚΕΕL) - établi en GRÈCE
- National Disease Surveillance Centre (NDSC) - établi en IRLANDE
- Istituto Superiore di Sanità  Department Infectious Diseases (ISS) - établi en ITALIE
- Ministère de la Santé - Division de l'Inspection Sanitaire (MS-LUX) - établi au LUXEMBOURG
- Rijksinstituut voor Volksgezondheid en Milieu (RIVM) - établi aux PAYS-BAS
- Instituto Nacional de Saude Dr Ricardo Jorge (INSA) - établi au PORTUGAL
- Instituto de Salud Carlos III - Centro Nacional de Epidemiologia (ISC) - établi en ESPAGNE
- Smittskyddsinstitutet  Department of Epidemiology (SMI) - établi en SUÈDE
- Health Protection Agency - Communicable Disease Surveillance Centre (HPA/CDSC) - établi au
ROYAUME-UNI
- Landlæknisembættið  Centre for Infectious Disease Control (LANDLAEKNIR) - établi en ISLANDE
- Nasjonalt Folkehelseinstitutt - Department of Infectious Disease Epidemiology (FHI) - établi en NORVÈGE
- Национален центьр по заразни и паразитни болести (National Center of Infectious and Parasitic
Diseases) (NCIPD) - établi en BULGARIE
- Státní Zdravotvní Ustav - National Reference Laboratory on AIDS (NIPH) - établi en REPUBLIQUE
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TCHÈQUE
- Ministry of Health, Medical and Public Health Services (MPHS)- établi en CHYPRE
- Tervisekaitseinspektsioon (TKI)- établi en ESTONIE
- Université François Rabelais (UFR) - établie en FRANCE
- Johan Béla Országos Epidemiológiai Központ (OEK) - établi en HONGRIE
- AIDS Profilakses Centrs (LATNET) - établi en LETTONIE
- Lietuvos AIDS Centras (LAC) - établi en LITUANIE
- Ministeru tas-Saħħa, l-Anzjani, u Kura fil-Komunita (MHEC) - établi en MALTA
- Państwowy Zakład Higieny (PZH) - établi en POLOGNE
- Institutul National de Boli Infectioase Prof. Dr. Matei Bals  Ministerul Sanatati (MATEIBALS) - établi en
ROUMANIE
- Úrad Verejného Zdravotníctva Slovenskej Republiky (UVZSR) - établi en SLOVAQUIE
- In titut za varovanje zdravja Republike Slovenije (IVZ) - établi en SLOVÉNIE
- Sağlık Bakanlığı - General Directorate of Primary Care Services (SAGLIK) - établi en TURQUIE
 

Starting date and duration of project
- 01.01.2005

- 36 months

Total cost
1.642.015,00 €
Subsidy from the Commission
985.209,00 €
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 Outcomes

Results to be achieved
Work package 1: Co-ordination of EuroHIV
This work package will support the realisation of all objectives. In particular, it is closely related to the specific
objective S1: Develop networking with all EU Member States, acceding countries, applicant countries,
EFTA-EEA countries and third countries of the WHO European Region.

Work package 2: Core HIV/AIDS surveillance
This work package is linked to the general objective G1 (to supply reliable data for evidence-based EU public
health policies) and to the specific objectives S2 (collect, analyse and report standardised, individual-level
data on notification of AIDS and HIV infection0 and S3 (assess trends and characterise affected populations
with regard to gender, age, sexual orientation, drug use, migration)

Work package 3: HIV prevalence in specific populations
This work package is linked to the general objective G1 (to supply reliable data for evidence-based EU public
health policies and to the specific objectives S2 (collect, analyse and report [] data on HIV prevalence in
specific populations) and S3 (assess trends and characterise affected populations with regard to gender,
age, sexual orientation, drug use and migration).

Work package 4: Improving standardisation of HIV/AIDS surveillance
This work package is linked to the general objectives G2 (to further develop, improve and harmonise
European HIV/AIDS surveillance methods and catalyse national efforts to improve HIV/AIDS surveillance) and
G4 (to prepare for the possible integration of HIV/AIDS surveillance into the ECDC) and to the specific
objective S6 (to develop technical recommendations for the enhancement of existing surveillance methods in
Europe)

Work package 5: Preparation for the possible integration of HIV/AIDS surveillance into the ECDPC
This work package is linked to the general objective G4 (to prepare for the possible integration of HIV/AIDS
surveillance into the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

Work package 6: Collaboration with third countries of WHO European Region
This workpackage is linked to the specific objectives S1, S2, S3 and S8:
S1. Develop networking with all EU member states, acceding countries, applicant countries, EFTA-EEA
countries and third countries of the WHO European Region;
S2. Collect, analyse and report standardised, individual-level data on notification of AIDS and HIV, and data
on HIV prevalence in specific populations;
S3. Assess trends and characterise affected populations with regards to gender, age, sexual orientation, drug
use, migration;
S8: Consolidate collaboration with third countries (former USSR, Balkans).

Work package 7: Estimation of HIV incidence using serological assays
This work package is linked to the general objective G3 (to support networking and co-operation between HIV
reference laboratories) and to the specific objectives S4 (to promote the use of serological assays for
estimating HIV incidence in Europe), S5 (compare and further validate appropriate assays for detecting recent
HIV infections), S9 (provide estimates of HIV incidence in selected populations) and S10 (assess the
feasibility of lab technology transfer to other European laboratories).

Work package 8: Information Dissemination
This work package is linked to the general objective
G1: To supply reliable data for evidence-based EU public health policies and to the specific objectives
S1: Maintain and develop EuroHIV networking with all EU member states, acceding countries, applicant
countries, EFTA-EEA countries and third countries of the WHO European Region;
S2: Collect, analyse and report standardised, individual-level data on notification of AIDS and HIV and data
on HIV prevalence in specific populations;



S7: Further develop EuroHIV website for disseminating information to EU policy makers, professionals and
public. 

- Interim report  (120KB)

- Annex:

- List of participants  (125KB)
- Data file specifications for ENAADS and EHIDS  (60KB)
- Minutes of the EuroHIV steering group meetings  (275KB)
- Report of training workshop "Methods for HIV/AIDS estimates and projections in low-level and
concentrated epidemics"  (200KB)
- Report of EuroHIV meeting of national correspondents  (195KB)
- Cover pages of reports published  (300KB)
- Progress report of workpackage 7: "Estimation of HIV incidence using serological assays"

 (120KB)
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  More info

Statement of project aim(s) and objectives
General objectives
- To supply reliable data for evidence-based EU public health policies;
- To develop, improve and harmonise European HIV/AIDS surveillance methods and catalyse national efforts
to improve HIV/AIDS surveillance;
- To support networking and cooperation between HIV reference laboratories and to promote the use of new
assays for monitoring HIV incidence;
- To prepare for the possible integration of HIV/AIDS surveillance into the European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control (ECDC).

Specific objectives
- To develop the networking to include all EU member states, acceding countries, applicant countries,
EFTA-EEA countries and third countries of the WHO European Region;
- To collect, analyse and report standardised, individual-level data on notification of AIDS and HIV, and data
on HIV prevalence in specific populations;
- To assess trends and characterise affected populations with regard to gender, age, sexual orientation, drug
use, migration;
- To promote the use of serological assays for estimating HIV incidence in Europe;
- To compare and further validate appropriate assays for detecting recent HIV infections;
- To develop technical recommendations for the enhancement of existing surveillance methods in Europe;
- To develop also EuroHIV Web-site for disseminating information to EU policy makers, professionals, and
public;
- To foster collaboration with third countries, in particular the former USSR and the Balkan countries
- Provide estimates of HIV incidence in selected populations
- Assess the feasibility of lab technology transfer to other European laboratories
 

Methods
The partners will include national institutions in charge of epidemiological surveillance in all 52 countries of
the WHO European Region, as well as the Specialist and Reference Microbiology Division (SRMD) at the
Health Protection Agency (HPA), UK; the WHO Regional Office for Europe, and the European Monitoring
Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA). Changes and evolution in European HIV/AIDS surveillance
are decided by consensus among network members, and after consultation with international experts from
around the globe.

The 3-year project has been divided into eight work-packages: co-ordination [WP1], dissemination of results
[WP8]), WP2 (core HIV/AIDS surveillance, i.e. HIV/AIDS case reporting) and WP3 (HIV prevalence in specific
populations); WP4 concerns improving the standardisation of HIV/AIDS surveillance and WP5 the preparation
for the possible integration of HIV/AIDS surveillance into the ECDC. As the network is intended to cover the
entire European Region of WHO, a specific WP (WP6: Collaboration with third countries of WHO European
Region) has been defined to identify the marginal costs related to the extension of the surveillance activities
described in WP 2, 3, 4 and 8 to third countries of the WHO European Region that are not eligible for
Commission funding. WP7 is an innovative, operational research package on laboratory methods for
estimating HIV incidence; its duration will be 1 year.
 

 


